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Bundan dolayi stedenberi meddinin, nebAtdtin, hayvanatin tesniflerine
¢ok ehemmiyet verilmis ve zaman zeman muhtalif noktai nazarlardan
muhtalif tasnifler yapilmis, ve tiielii mulahazalar yﬁrﬁtﬁlmﬁ;ti’xr.

Ezcumle Ibn Tiirketel-esfeshani Fusus gerhinde dimigtir ki : ‘“ Arzda
evveld tekevviin eden melddin, sonra nebét, sonra hyvanlar. Ve Hak
teala bu mevalid eczasinden her sinfinin ahirini onu velyedenen evveld
kildi da meadinin ahiri ve nebatin evvelini mantar, nebatin ahiri ve hay-
vanin evvelini hurma, heyvanin &hiri ve insanin evvelini maymun kildi
ki vahdati ittisaliyye halel ve inhiraftan fasila ve inkiti ‘dan mahfuz ve
mazbut olsun igin”, (Hak Dini Kur’an Dili, IV, 3434
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The doctrine of evolution and progressive development to which these
philosophers adhered most strongly has been propounded in clear terms
by one of their representatives, the famous Al-Hazen. The philophical
notions on this subject may be summarised thus : In the region of existing

matter, the mineral kingdom comes lowest, then comes the vegetable king-
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dom, then the animal, and finally the human being. By his body he be-

longs to the material world, but by his soul he appertains to the spiritual
beings—the angels—above whom only is God, thus the lowest is

combined by a chain of progress to the highest. But the human soul
perpetually strives to cast off the bonds of matter, and, becoming free,
it soars upwards again to God, from where it emanated.” (Syed Ameer
Ali, The Spirit of Islam, 6th impression, London 1952, p.. 424).
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