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A Critical Analysis of Maulana Nu‘man1’s Uniquenesses
(Tafarrudar) in The Light of Sirat Al-Nabi(£)

gL
ABSTRACT

Maulana Shiblt Nu‘mani (1914) was a great Muslim scholar of
sub-continent. Shibli was a versatile scholar in Arabic, Persian,
Turkish and Urdu. He collected much material on the life of Prophet of
Islam, Muhammad (3) but could write only first two volumes of the
planned work the Sirat-un-Nabi(¥). His disciple Syed Sulayman
Nadvi, made use of this material and added to it and also wrote
remaining five volumes of the work, the Sirat AI-Nabi(¥) after the
death of his mentor. Shibli was greatly inspired by the progress of
science and education in the West. He wanted to inspire the Muslims
to make similar progress by having recourse to their lost heritage and
culture, and warned them against getting lost in the Western culture. The
writer of this article has written a preface followed by an introduction of
life and work of Maulana Nu‘mani. The next part consists of explaining
distinctive features of Shibli’s book. Maulana Nu‘mani dedicated his
entire life for the sake of Islam. He had a high quality awareness of the
Quran and Sunnah. In his book *“Sirat Al-Nabi", he proved his
uniqueness (tafarrudat) regarding various Islamic teachings. In this
article I have endeavored to collect some of his uniqueness (tafarrudat)
on various issues. Maulana Nu‘mani's uniqueness and exclusive ideas
were unacceptable for many of contemporary scholars and traditional
religious leadership. This article contains some of the selected
religious issues in which Shibli has differed, on the basis of arguments
from Quran and Hadith, from traditional scholars. In this article I have
analysed Allama's such ideas from his original writings.

Keywords:  Sirah  writing, contemporary modernity, uniqueness,
distinguishes and choices, unacceptable unique and exclusive ideas.
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