Sl = W“duzlu@4( Metanarrative).: blyssle 4 e s2ll

VCC'/(I\/Ietanarratlve).w (Pusleg b a0

Sl e LF S

ujfé}ji*
u/(/ Vidt
Abstract

Postmodernism is an aesthetic,literary,social and political philosophy of the
present age. This theory gives new kind of world view. In this article one feature of
postmodernism,i.e.,incredulity towards metanarratives has been discussed. This
article shows the incoherence of this theory. Habermas and Richard Tarnas'views

have also been quoted.This article also analyses postmodernism in the light of
Islamic teachings.
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" Postmodernism is an aesthetic, literary, politicalor social
philosophy, which was the basis of the attempt to describe
a condition, or state of being, or something concerned
with changes to institutions and conditions as
postmodernity.”(1)
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" A style and concept in the arts characterized by distrust
of theories and ideologies.” (2)
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" The status of knowledge is altered, as societies
enter what is known as the postindustrial age and cultures
enter what is known as the postmodern age.” (4)
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" | define postmodernism as incredulity towards metanarratives."(5)
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"In the first place, scientific knowledge does not represent
the totality of knowledge; it has always existed in addition
to, and in competition and conflict with, another kind of
knowledge, which I call Narrative----"(7)
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"Postmodernism is largly a reaction to the assumed
certainty of scientific, or objective efforts to explain
reality. In essence, it stems from a recognition that reality
is not simply mirrored in human understanding of it, but

rather is constructed as the mind tries to understand its
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own particular and personal reality. For this reason,
postmodernism is highly skeptical of explanations which
claim to be valid for all groups, cultures, traditions or
races, and instead focuses on the relative truth.
Postmodernism is "Post" because it denies the existence of
any ultimate principles and it lacks the optimism of there
being as scientific, philosophical or religious truth, which
will explain everything for everybody."” (8)
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" Lyotard's incredulity towards metanarratives could be
said to be self-refuting and Liar's paradox (this statement
is false). one is skeptical of universal narratives such as
truth, knowledge, right or wrong, then there is no bases for
believeing the truth that metanrratives are being
undermined."”(9)
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placing all principles under the scrutiny of its skepticism,
it must realize that even its own principles are not beyond
questioning. postmodernism cannot on its own principles

ultimately justify itself.”(10)
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