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ABSTRACT:

Deference of Contemporary Ijtih d! Efforts to the

Objectives of Shard ‘ah

Islam is a dynamic religion and is fully compatible with moving and
changing everyday life. With the dawn and dusk of everyday we face
new problems, questions and challenges; ijti d is the most vital
tool to answer these. In order to understand scope of legislation and
the role of ijtihq d in legislation, two facts are most significant.
Firstly, we must understand that Allah, the Exalted, is not merely
God to be worshipped, but He is the obeyed Ruler, authority for
do’s & don’ts & has legislative powers. The second most vital fact is
that Muhammad (SAW) is Allah’s last messenger to humans and he
was not merely a herald but he was an appointed teacher, leader and
ruler. Islamic Law is transferred in two forms: one is the Qur n
and the other is Sunnah (the way of the Prophet) which elaborates
and explains the Qury n. As for as the human legislative powers are
concerned, in case of any novel challenge, Islamic Jurists can
exercise the powers of ijtih d. They can use these powers where
they do not find an evident in the Qur n and Sunnah. For example
no one can legislate regarding ‘ib dah but one can formulate law
where the Qur n & Sunnah do not provide a clear verdict. Ijtih d
has been practiced since the life of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW)
and after his death the practice was continued by his compantions
(may Allah be pleased with them). Then throughout the Islamic
history, we find Islamic Jurists exercising ijtii d. Even today the
scholars are putting their steps on the pathway of ijtihq d to resolve
the issues of 21" century’s complex life.

Key Words: ljtiq d; Islamic Law & Jurisprudence; Figh; UsJ‘I al-
Figh; ShazJ ‘ah.
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