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ABSTRACT:

Western Paradigm of Religious Studies and its Philosophical Basis
After Renaissance and Reformation, a new trend was developed in
the West for the study of religion. Comparison, evolution,
phenomenology and dialogue are new patterns for the study of
religion but in these new paradigms, religion is studied as a social
clement rather than an absolute reality. Modern religious studies tell
us that religion is not a sign of truth and its source named revelation
does not exist. In fact, its source is human rather than divine.
Although this approach is purely western, but Islam, Qur nic
teachings as well as human wisdom deny this hallucination. In this
article, an attempt has been taken to analyze the western approach.
Key Words: Western Paradigm; Religious Studies; Philosophical Basis;

Comparative Religion.
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...concluded that the history of religions might well be reconceived

as 'a human and cultural science' in which 'religion' would be
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understood 'as a reality which interconnects social activities'.’
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How did Religion originate? Is it the result of divine revelation, or is
it the product of Evolution? Hath God really spoken unto men by
prophets and in holy writings? Such is the problem set before the
present age for solution. Many there are in our own day who fancy
that our investigations into Comparative Religion compel us to reject
all belief in the divine origin of religion in general. They fancy that
Revelation is impossible, or at least it has never taken place. Hence
they imagine that all forms of religion, however they may differ from
one another in detail, are of one and the same origin, and that this
origin is human, not divine.®
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To mark or point out the similarities and differences of (two or more
things); to bring or place togather (actually or mentally) for the
purpose of noting the similarities and differences.’
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Involving comparison of different branches of a science, as
comparative anatomy, philology, etc. So comparative anatomist, one
versed in comparative anatomy.
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Comparative phﬂology followed by the first ﬂights of comparative

mythology, turned the philologists to the study of the religions
revealed in the newly discovered sacred books of the orient.'®
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As a comparative study of languages had proved quite a new
relationship between the principal languages of Europe and Asia, it

was supposed that the same kind of relationship might be discovered

between the various religions of the ancient world also.'®

C it o &t i o S e bl e Z ST il S 5B by
iti S e KN ST s SO st i s F il e s L= S8 5
e SIS 2SS S

Lwrsia| ofw‘%)%ﬁy%-wgnﬂ/qgﬁ»c"gl"ﬁf%t{g)‘u’g
.l:ff’-:2.{./5L."{,l)/u:qﬁ‘at'n)l/;}fngc«w'ulb'll'/u’ﬁfJﬂl/)gj!;uji/(ﬁy
2ol " SIAG St Qs il Lt o2 U Zos et
AU ST U1 m il c‘;'vﬁ/.LL%d/&:’lr:‘m‘LL“/in%;wu‘i’éé/
L £ i n§leanf § e S

Faculty of ) Jgf;fuﬁuﬁm@)ff+b@tfdlﬁ*td’fui’(xr‘”:_/u..lj "
F 3 = Uil b iy KU1 G eeGoeolT e U Gl 2 S 2 B 3L (Speech
c%u‘}/m?zc,mu‘f (Faculty of Faith) Al Jﬁﬂ{,/?dﬁ@)u’l_tnuf
e L\t F e v fuize d%jgfwtég(’:%{tg-{.tﬂdut
Faculty of percciving ) x4 U oot 2 e 1 Lobse U7 31 i PG| eflbeoon



78 LS ESS it K el b

ur%ﬁf9&u&cufluuuz%agwbﬁw;,utuuug,/wu;:qn (the Infinity
‘u/u:«’u&:f(yu}fg!&”4¢418’/ﬁ(%z/éfL,M/u_ " epsa i )"
ééqufU:u:ﬁ//g!é/ﬁ:’JG’U:JI;I’J;U/L@/JI%M”GLg);gjfc_/:;(’ffi
1 203" S5 L (Enthropo) "I Bkt s S et e LU A S JIFE
‘Ldﬂ}c«%/ﬁq’y;’/;g u:/;{uucu’d/ﬁal‘ﬁlfk (he who looks upward)"‘al}{)d/"d/
%:I+6ﬁz fc«uc}mf%t@rdﬂf&é;wMo;f+3uuU1IQUvggu§/,r
_4./»}?'KJ"!}JgJCmch;&wmwy

lee (Faculty of Sense)(y A BGEE S U S St S et L
|Z 168 AT < b L (Faculty of Reason)(® 248 35 ¥ b S Uste § St A5
" boas e 51 S 317 E Gl S U S AU Lﬁ:.ﬁ%lgt}’iug(g];w
yu’ru: d'/“fl KU~ wté"Vernuft"}J//lpJ! u:upwz_kg)yuf%u(&zbaquﬁu
Sinne / )17 b s (Verstand / Reason) S~ b o~ e (5 5 "Faculty of Faith” o F
_‘al:'y:.flc (sense

.,«Jléuﬁﬂ’;y:%c(l. Kant)dKJ?L{,!?diﬁ}j/?@/t‘dﬁ,g,«yﬁﬁf‘a%@u“g
U AU e (Faculty of Senses) (5 o3 sl e 3236 o (K] 2 Uk g1 S L s
Faculty of ) (575~ »s /+ o G LA S B 55 O (Leibnitz) =20
S35 L LIS WIS 2 J61 =1 ST SN2 -« (Intellect
wﬁzcﬁtg?%ttgﬁifr_w&Kf‘alzf/‘u-g‘-%f"/w,w),gui'u;’:u;z_atg,u
K sl et oS e Lo (Finity)eo i 05 s LGN
i £ Ut ¥ - (Faculty of approaching the Divine) b §uligt S U1st oSl
z;lLut?+g}‘JKgls@tJuu.fugzug LZCﬁa{;ﬁc{»,«fU"uutau?gj//xagﬂw
o,cugz‘auﬁ%nw&’ J~ (Critique of Practical Reason) d’f ;f“ 4F TS 0 G
-ﬁ;t/(:u“}(}ﬁﬁéglﬁ:/b Ll

;f,}mu;u(mﬁf.,w/:“,gu:uu'fg.ﬁng,,fc‘_af)w?‘
S 16525 L 1 st e (Facalty of Infinity)

et S S o S i b £ et e 8 F

19-4".W/"Theoretic Theology"[(ﬁ)/)’ "Comparative Theology"d!’&dﬁd?



79 (1-3)(2014 ystgow u‘? Wlol 2

Jjw@ygwwféﬁ,fu/?;gwﬂL"J-Lz?” P E S Lo
e P E T S I sl
td N Lo Bl 4N S

L eli’ser & Ui_e bbls (Max Muller) /)U“?&@K@W"{Ayihffu;%f
NN Bed (Hinneus))f?_l/ W1 "Religionswiffenschaft" 53 /" 2 - £ 6
Ko S e ez i 8 obbci S e pe N S enZ S
L b S AL e G petto g S 2 L AP L 6 (Hinnells)
te "Humanities" kUl 2l U~ Ll Ubef L ke

A further term sometimes applied to history of religions is
Religionswiffenschaft, which is described by Hinnells as the academic
study of religion apart from theology, and was introduced by
Friedrich Max Muller (1823-1900). Religionswiffenschaft in German

covers both science and humanities, a meaning which largely lost in

.20
translation.
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The evolution of "Y" out of "X" requires that "Y" not only be like
"X" but also postdate "X" and be in physical proximity to "X". By
contrast, the comparative method requires only that "Y" be like "X".
....The comparative method in itself is an attempt simply to find
similarities and ignoring difficulties.”
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For some dialogue theory is not so much at theological approach to
other religious traditions as an attempt to contact and get alongside
others. For them it is a method rather than a theological approach.
There is an element of truth in this.*
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"Plato's method of doing philosophy was through dialogue, by talking

with another person (usually Socrates) or group of people" 2
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The idea was that we can use dialogue to search for the truth, about
something. By putting up an idea, and someone responding to it, and
then refining the idea in the light of that response, and hearing
another response, we gradually progress towards the truth of
whatever it is we are talking about in gradual stages and steps. Plato's
dialogues rarely reach a firm conclusion, but this is not a problem,
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because it tells us something interesting about philosophy. It tells us
that' it is concerned with giving a rational account...of the nature of

things, as opposed to one accepted...Purely on the basis of authority

or faith, or tradition'.**
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The intended use of dialogue theory was to provide a normative
structure on which to ground methods for improving critical thinking
skills, including writing skills and academic research skills, primarily
in a university setting. But dialogue theory has all sorts of other
potential uses.”?
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The Idea implies general the cultural coming togather of humanity
and the increasing acceptance of common values, beliefs, orientation,
practices and institutions by peoples throughout the world. ¥
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The concept of a universal civilization is a distinctive product of
Western Civilization. In the nineteenth century the idea of the white
man's burden' helped justify the extension of Western political and
economic domination over non-Western societies. At the end of the
twentieth century the concept of a universal civilization helps justify
Western cultural dominance of other societies and the need for those
societies to ape Western practices and institutions. Universalism is

the ideology of the West for confrontation with non-Western

38
cultures.
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"Many people belonging to different religions had been thinking about a universal
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*!_"There exists an ancient and universal religion” :‘aa@mw%z@ubm,ﬁ L
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"Extra Ecclesiam nulla salus".** (There is no salvation outside the Church)
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"The Catholic Church rejects nothing of what is true and holy in these religions ..."
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But the plan of salvation also includes those who acknowledge the
Creater, in the first place amongst whom are the moslims; these
profess the faith of Abraham, and togather with us they adore the
one, merciful God, mankind's judge on the last day.46
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