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(Translation from Arabic into Oriental Languages and the Issue

of Religious Terminology: The Case Study of Translation into
Japanese)

& NN
Abstract

The public life in Islam was, and still is, based primarily on the use of Arabic language as a
tool for dealing in social affairs, and this had an impact before the entry of non-Arabic
speaking nations such as Turks and Indians and then other peoples of Asian countries in
the Malay Peninsula and its bordering areas, who did not convert to speaking of Arabic
made the Arabic speaking regions good places for the transfer of Arabic culture. Under
this process, the Arabic alphabets (in its original or altered shapes) got transferred to those
arcas which were dominated my Islam in the shape of new languages such as Persian,
Turkish, Urdu and even Malay in Asia, and Swahili language ‘Hausa’ in Africa. No doubt
there are evidences of early migration of text from and into Arabic. The Umayyad era can
however be specially pointed out in this regard as the common life in this period extended
to a large community of non-native speakers of Arabic, both civil and in government
service. The translation movement into Arabic flourished in the Abbasids rule, which
initially focused on the transfer of philosophical and scientific books to the Arabic
language, but later on included literary works into its sphere as well. Translation from
Arabic into Urdu started while Urdu was still in its preliminary stages, even its name was
not yet determined. The focus of the present article is on the abridged history of
translation of religious literature from Arabic into Japanese. Special emphasis has been
given to highlight the difficulties of translation of the religious terminologies of Islam into

Japanese along with some suggestions.
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