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Abstract:

The 18th century shows the strong influence of the ideology, religious and
educat ional services of Hazrat Shah Waliullah in the sub-continent. He playd his role
in the politics of sub-continent and invited Ahmad Shah Abdali to control Marhats.
He highlighted the importance of understanding the Holy Quran and directed people to
give up blind emolation and develop the skills of interperting religion. He advised the
people to give up innovations in religion and practice anf follow Islam according to its
true teachings. He played his role as a reformer and pointed out the evil practices and
condemned the luxurious style of life. He also gave suggestions in this regard. He
guided the people to the path of self-respect and dignity. His thoughts and his religious
reforms are an important and valuable source for the mental and practical guidance of
the Muslim Ummah intheir individual and collective life.
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Jamal ud Din Qasmi, an eminent scholar of Hadith in Damascus,

has time and again referred to Shah Waliullah's valuable thought
in his famous book "Qawaid Al Tahdith" which is considered to
be a basic work in the principles of Hadith. Abu Zahau, In his
scholarly treatise, "Al Hadith wal Muhaddithin”, in which he
traces the history of the revival of Hadith in different lands, pays
glowing tributes to Shah Waliullah for the enviable contributions
that he made in connection with the popularization of the study
of Hadith in India. In fact, he places him at the top of the list in

this respect.(")
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Shah Wali Ullah, like Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi, made it amply
clear that Islam is not a religion in the usual sense of the term
but a complete code of life which aims not only at individual
righteousness but provides a framework for all individual and
social activities. It was the effect of the radical change brought
about by Shah Wali Ullah in the outlook of the Muslim
community in the various walks of life that a mighty movement
under the leadership of Shah Ismail Shahid and Sayyed Ahmad
Barelvi was set afoot. This made the Muslim community realize
the condition in which they had been left through a neglect of
their faith, or through an incorrect approach to it. There sprang
up an ardent desire in the minds of the Muslims to retrieve their
position, not merely to claim the heritage of their past culture
but also to revive the vitality inherent in it. Although the
movement suffered defeat at the hands of the imperialistic
powers, yet it could not be curbed permanently. The time that
elapsed between the martyrdom of Shah Ismail and late forties of
the present century is very important for it was the time during

which the plant nourished by the lifeblood of Shah Wali Ullah
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