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Ijm'a (Consensus) is a third basic source of law in Islamic

Jurisprudence. The majority of Muslim jurists recognize the
validity of Ijm'a in every age. These days, there are some
discussions on the Period/Generation, Validity, Authority and
Cancellation of Ijm'a, going on among the intellectuals. Therefare
this Article is a comprehension of the above mentioned important
questions in the light of History of Islamic Jurisprudence.
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"The majority of jurists recognize the validity of Ijma in every
generation. The purpose of Ijma is to protect the teaching of the
Shari'ah from error. This is based on the idea that the community
exsists par excellence by virtue of its quality of commanding what
is good and foxbidding what is evil. This can be done only by
those who exist in every generation and not by those who have
passed away" (15)
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"But this is all in theory. What is generally held after the
closing of the door of Ijtihad is that Ijma is valid on the opinion of
the founders of legal schools, such as Abu Hanifah, Malik and
Shafi and of those who were able to give their individual
judgement on a legal issue from the companions and
successors(34).
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"The first and formost condition for competence for Ijma’ is

Islam. The assent or dessent of a non-Muslim is not taken into
consideration in Ijma" (53)
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