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Abstract

The qurra (experts of the science of quira't) view quira'‘at (recitation of
the holy Quran) as spread over into various types. One of the categories
group together the types that mark continuity. They have a mandate in literal
and meaningful terms. Also they are a source of various rules. So far as the
deriving of rules is concerned the mufassireen (interpreters of the holy Quran)
and fuquha (jurists) have differences of opinion as per differences of time and
space. The other category stacks the Quira‘aat-i-Shazzah (unfamiliar types of
recitation). They have various forms. Literally they are not Quran but rules are
derived from them. The details of these quira‘aat are scattered. These details
include the basic concept of Quira'aat-i-Shazza, their origin, phases in history,
their usefulness, wisdom behind them, compilers' peculiar styles of
compilation, the initiation of writings on them, the profile and academic status
of the a'immah-i-karaam who introduced them, their sources like the books on
the Quranic sciences, tafseer, hadith and lexis.

The foremost beneficiaries of Quira'aati-i-Shazzah are the lexists.
These quira'aat also form a large body of the tafaaseer of the holy Quran.
They contribute to determine the right sense of the statements of the Holy
Quran. Muhaddiseen have divided these quira‘aat into various chapters. They
have been a source of guidance for mufassireen and fugaha in deriving the
rules.

This article will presents the basic concept of Quira‘aat-i-Shazzah,
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their history, and the beginning and development of the practice of their

compilation.
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