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Abstract
Abu ‘1-Wal d A Fmad b. Zade-n al- MakhzL mi (1003-1071) known as Ibn

Zade- n was a famous Arab poet of Cordoba and Seville. His romantic and literary life
was dominated by his relations with the poetess princess Wallq dah, the daughter of the
Umayyad Caliph al-Mustakfi. Although Ibn Zade- n was a leading figure in the courts of
Cordoba and Seville, he was most famous among the people of his day because of his
scandalous love affair with Princess Wallq dah. Ibn Zaydun's prestige, as the leading
poet and the lover of the most beautiful woman of Cordoba, awakened much jealousy
among his rivals, such as Ibn ‘Abd-- s, the Caliph's Vizir, who created a venomous
intrigue aimed at destroying his enemy's friendship with the Caliph and also his romance
with Wallq dah. Although the Caliph was fond of Ibn Zade- n, the scandal reached
such proportions that he had him thrown into prison, and later exiled him to Seville.
The hapless poet languished in the prison, far from the gardens of the great palace,
Madd nat al- Zahr
situation he wrote poetry beyond the doors of prison known as adab a]—SujjJ- n. The

and he passionately missed his beloved Princess. In this gloomy

b

following article is a short analysis of this ‘prison poetry’ of Ibn Zade- n along with his
biography.
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