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Abstract

The preliminaries of this work would reveal that diversity among the jurists
is a natural process and as such its existence can not be denied. It may, however, be
classified as
A: recommended diversity
B: disapproved diversity

The diversity which results in the exposition of what is right and its
strengthening is appreciated and is called recommended. On the other hand if
diversity leads to the achievement of personal interests, political aims, ethnic and
racial ambitions, is unwanted, disliked and is called “disapproved diversity. The
prophet Muhammad PBUH has warned the ummabh in this respect and has advised
her not to indulge in such destructive diversities.

While dealing with the origin of diversity and its evolution, | have discussed
the various stages of legal history of Islam and have proved that there was no room
for diversity in the lifetime of the prophet Muhammad PBUH for he was the only
definite source of interpretation of the divine provisions. After the death of the
prophet PBUH, this responsibility was shifted to the companions, the direct
observers of the revelation. They certainly formed their juristic opinions whenever
new issue emerged, particularly those new issues which were not apparently within
the meaning of legal text.

It is a universally admitted fact that the difference of opinion amongst the
jurist, while interpreting the legal provisions, is due to the difference in approach,
standards and level of understanding. We see that in most of the cases, the separate
independent parameters of public interest and dissimilar distinct criterion for the
ascertaining of public interest have also contributed to the diversity of opinion
amongst jurist, while dealing a single issue.
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