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Abdul Malik Ben Marwan was great Ummayid Caliph who also

had a great taste for poetry. He had a keen eye on all aspects

of Arabic Poetry. When circumstance turned in his favor and

he was accepted as the caliph, he started encouraging the

poets and literary men with parks and prizes. This turned the

attention of poet to his court and they started visiting his

court frequently. Many great poets headed towards Damascus,

his throne, to present him with the gifts of eulogies and earn

reward in exchange. Abdul Malik used to comment and give

critical opinion on their verses, and discussed their beauty of

otherwise. Many a times. These poet amended their work in

the light of his comment. This way, Abdul Malik has earned

status of a great critic. This article has been written to

elaborate this point with examples. 
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