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Abstract

The present study explores the majority of Naguib Mahfouz’s novels published
post- July revolution, beginning with The Thief and Dogs (1961) down to Qashtamar
(1989).

It intends to unveil what is hidden and embedded in the female scene his fiction is
rife with. This is done by means of unravelling the dimensions of the conflict woman
has undergone in pursuit of freedom, justice and equality.

The study points out that Naguib Mahfouz’s fiction has presented a typical
stereotyped and realistic image of woman, varying between strength and weakness in
her social roles, between fear and feebleness, challenging a painful reality that stops
before her aspirations of attaining her legitimate rights in terms of justice and
freedom.

Woman in all her manifestation aforementioned has been taken to be emblematic
of the decay of the state, and a means for uncovering the symbols of authority in
particular, and for social and political criticism in general.

Keywords: uncovering, embedded, female scene, Najuib Mahfouz
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