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It is an interesting reality that the four Geneva conventions were
created during the very same period when the world was experienced
the destruction caused by World War IT and Heroshima and Nagasaki
were destroyed by atomic bombing. The destruction and horrors of
World War II paved way for human friendly effort like Geneva
Conventions. These conventions were in fact held to ensure better
treatment of the prisoners of war through legislation. The purpose of
these conventions was to provide help to the war stricken people and
to minimize their problems and troubles. These conventions are
elaborate and comprehensive. They provide practical solutions to the
problems faced during the wars of the past. So in this context they
are very important. They are also important because they constitute
two third of the whole laws of warl. These are four in number and
these were created in 1949. The third Convention which deals with the
treatment of prisoners of war has been introduced, critically analysed
and examined in this article. This article throw light on the joint

efforts of the world nations about POW rights.
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The power whose duty is to safeguard the interests of the

parties to the conflict, and of their nationals in enemy territory.13
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The basic daily food rations shall be sufficient in quantity,

quality and variety to keep prisoners of war in good health and

to prevent loss of weight or the development of nutritional
deficiencies.1®
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The Detaining Power may not utilize canteen profits to make

up any shortcomings for which it is responsible.26
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Prisoners of war may not be prevented from presenting
themselves to the medical authorities for examination.31
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If I am captured I will continue to resist by all means

available. I will make every effort to escape and aid others to
accept. I will accept neither parole nor special favours from the
enemy. 32
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The repatriation of prisoners of war and interned civilians shall

take place as soon as possible after the coming into force of the

present Treaty and shall be carried out with the greatest
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Upon capture a prisoner is required to state only his surname,
first names and rank, date of birth, and his army or other serial
number. That is all.3®
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The romans were the first to perceive the economic value of

captives taken in war by reducing them to slavery. 4!
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The term "supervisory work" is generally recognized as

denoting administrative tasks which usually consist of directing
the other ranks; it obviously excludes all manual labour.4
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1.Camp Administration, Installation or Maintenance;
2. Agriculture;
3. Production or Extraction of Raw Materials;
4. Manufacturing Industries (except Metallurgical, Machinery, and
Chemical);
5. Public Works and Building Operations, with no Military
Character or Purpose;
6. Transportation and Handling of Stores, with no Military in
Character or Purpose;
7. Commercial Business, and Arts and Crafts;
8. Domestic Services;
9.Public utility;

10. Unhealthy Dangerous or Humiliating Labour (with the
voluntary consent of the POW in accordance with Article 52)46.
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1. The amounts paid out to prisoners of war by the Detaining )
Power shall be limited so that a maximum sum may be available
for the next of kin of prisoners of war.
2. The amounts paid shall be determined by rank or status.

3. Credit balances shall be made easily transferable to the next of

kin of prisoners of war.
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