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GOD BLESSES SARAH, HAGAR, AND THEIR
DESCENDANTS

Dr. Ihsan ur Rehman Ghauri”

The Jews claim their superiority to other nations on the basis of
being a chosen people of God. Contrarily, in the History and the
physical world, they had to suffer slavery, servility, defeat and
disgrace at the hands of other peoples. As such they developed an
inferiority complex in the heart of their hearts. Instead of
achieving superiority through genuine measures and by faithful
compliance of the tferms of the covenant, they thought it
expedient to resort to deface and defame other nations and to
amass all good and blessings in their name; divesting their rivals of
it. Their nearest rivals were Ishmaelites and their progenitor
Hagar. Hence their stripping Hagar and Ishmael off their
blessings. God was no party to their whims and He showered His
blessings profoundly on Hagar, Sarah, and the descendants of both
of them alike. The nature of the paper requires that the quotqions
be given verbatim to support the themes.

Ishmael (pbAh) and Isaac (pbAh) both are the sons of Abraham
(pbAh). Abraham (pbAh) planned to plant Da’wah centres at
various parts of the Near East. For this purpose, Isaac (pbAh) as
well as his progeny was settled in Canaan; Ishmael (pbAh) and his
progeny were settled in the Arabian Peninsula. Lot chose the fertile
plains of Sodom in the southern part of the Dead Sea in the trans-
Jordan for his da’wah activities. As for Abraham’s other sons from
Keturah, they were settled in various pockets of the Arabian
Peninsula. The Qur’an did not assign any priority to some of them
upon the others. It has rather pronounced honour and dignity for
the Israelites in clear terms. But the Israelites claim that it is only
they who are the chosen people. The Bible asserts:

(...): the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people

unto himself, above all people that are on the face of the earth.

The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor choose you,

because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were

the fewest of all people: But because the LORD loved

1

you,(...).

For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God, and the

LORD hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto himself,

above all the nations that are upon the earth.?
The Jewish Enc asserts:
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The Lord offered the Law to all nations; but all refused to
accept it> except Israel.*
It is also claimed to be Israel’s uniqueness that God will never
utterly destroy it. Amos asserts:
You only have | known of all the families of the earth:
therefore | will punish you for all your iniquities.® [but] (...). I
will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob, saith the LORD.®
Psa 135:4 reads:
For the LORD hath chosen Jacob unto himself, and Israel for
his peculiar treasure.’
Natural justice demands that this choice of the so called ‘Chosen
People’ should not be a blind man’s throw. It should be purposeful
and based on some genuine merits. Chosen for what? One of the
purposes of chosenness or choice might have been blessedness.
The Bible observes:
(...); and thy [Abraham’s] seed shall possess the gate of his
enemies; And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed: because thou hast obeyed my voice.®
But the conduct and history of the Israelites does not tally with this
statement. The teacings of cruelty, brutality and genocide of the
Bible, as recorded below, are against the standards of blessing and
unbecoming of the conduct of a chosen people:
And when the LORD thy God shall deliver them before thee;
thou shalt smite them, and utterly destroy them; thou shalt
make no covenant with them, nor shew mercy unto them: (...).
And thou shalt consume all the people which the LORD thy
God shall deliver thee; thine eye shall have no pity upon
them®: neither shalt thou serve their gods; for that will be a
snare unto thee. *°
In this regaed Abdus Sattar Ghauri has observed:
The Jewish people virtually take this ‘Chosenness’ to be their
special privilege. The perpetually prevailing practice among
them also endorses it. As such ‘And in thy seed shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed;” in no way befits the Jewish
people; and has nothing to do with the entire history of this
people, (...). Having read the above excerpts, it can be
appreciated that ‘all the nations of the earth’ can by no means
‘be blessed’ through the seed of Isaac (Israel). The Jews are
rather like a curse for “all the nations of the earth’.**
The Bible asserts that the land of Canaan will be given to the
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Israelites as a perpetual possession:

And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated
from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place
where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and
westward: For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give
it, and to thy seed for ever.*?

Of course this promise is tantamount to a bleesing; but it remained
entirely unfulfilled with regard to Abraham (pbAh); and partially
unfulfilled with regard to the Israelites for more than half
millennium. In true sense of the word the land of Canaan remained
under the possession of the Israelites to some extent for only about
1000 BC to 586 BC, after which they never enjoyed the full and
independent control of the land for almost twenty four centuries. It
IS in no case to be considered as the fulfillment of the promise, i.e.
the perpetual possession: and unfulfillment of God’s promise is
unbecoming of the Lord Almighty. The only way out of the
dilemma is to reject the verity of the relevant verses of the Bible.
At the time of the promise Abraham (pbAh) stood in or around the
city of Hebron. Its northward was Canaan, southward was the
western part of the Arabian Peninsula and the Red Sea, eastward
was the Arabian Peninsula and Mesopotamia, while westward was
Sinai and Egypt. It is claimed that: ‘For all the land which thou
seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.” As far as
Abraham (pbAh) is concerned, he was not given even a
considerable piece of that land throughout his life. As far as his
progeny through Sarah and Isaac is concerned, i.e. the Israelites,
they were not given any possession of the land, whatsoever, until
almost six centuries after Abraham (pbAh). The line of Ishmael
gained control of the southward and eastward area very soon, even
in the life time of Abraham (pbAh). As for the sons of Abraham
(pbAh) from Keturah, they also gained the control of some land in
a very short span of time.
A similar promise is as under:
And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the
LORD God of Abraham thy [Jacob’s] father, and the God of
Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will | give it, and to
thy seed; And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and
thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the
north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the
families of the earth be blessed.
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As in the above case this promise also remained unfulfilled.

The history of nations and the physical world does not endorse the

conceit of the Israelites. Contrarily, they had to suffer slavery,

servility, defeat and disgrace at the hands of other peoples.

A careful study of the relevant passages of the Bible is to be

undertaken herecunder. The book of the ‘Genesis’ of the Bible

asserts:
And the angel of the LORD (...). And he said, Hagar, (...). And
the angel of the LORD said unto her, (...), I will multiply thy
seed exceedingly, that it shall not be numbered for multitude.™
And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Behold, thou art with
child, and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name Ishmael,
because the LORD hath heard thy affliction.*

In the next chapter of this very ‘Book of Genesis’ it has been

asserted:
And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, (...). And
| will bless her™, and give thee a son also of her [Sarai]*®:
Yea, | will bless her [Sarai] and she shall be a mother of
nations; kings of people shall be of her.” (...). And Abraham
said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before Thee! (...).
And as for Ishmael, | have heard thee: Behold, | have blessed
him [i.e. I have ‘already’ blessed him], and will make him
fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes
shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation.*®

At another place of the Genesis, it has been recorded:
God heard the boy crying, and from heaven the angel of God
spoke to Hagar, 'What are you troubled about [in KJV, 'what
aileth thee’], Hagar? Don't be afraid. God has heard the boy
crying. Get up, go and pick him up, and comfort him. 1 will
make a great nation out of his descendants.' Then God opened
her eyes, and she saw a well. She went and filled the leather
bag with water and gave some to the boy. God was with the
boy as he grew up®®; he lived in the wilderness of Paran and
became a skillful hunter.?

The KJV has recorded it in the following words:
YAnd God heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of God
called to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her, what aileth
thee, Hagar??! fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the
lad where he is. *®Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thy
hand; for | will make him a great nation.?
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Now, first of all, it would be pertinent to define and understand the
word ‘bless’. The original Hebrew primitive root word for ‘bless’
is “7m2’ (b+r+k=barak). Arabic language has the same word with
almost the same meanings. J. L. McKenzie explains ‘Blessing’ in
the context of the Bible as:
The effect of the blessing most frequently mentioned is
fertility, whether in men, animals, or crops. (...). In each of
these blessings there is a command to be fruitful and multiply.
(...), the formula is otherwise the same: the result of the
blessing will be an innumerable progeny.?
To confirm the theme, the definition of the term ‘blessing’ is
afforded here from another authority:
The content of ‘Blessing’ includes such goods as vitality,
health, longevity, fertility, and numerous progeny; ‘curse’ on
the other hand, results in death, illness, cildlessness and such
disasters.?*.
Ludwig Coehler and Walter Baumgartner have assigned it the
following meanings as well:
To endue (furnish) someone with special power.”
It shows that the original Hebrew word used for ‘blessings’ in the
Bible connotes:
(a) Fertility (to have children); (b) to multiply: (c) the result of
the blessing will be an innumerable progeny
It is pertinent to observe here that the Lord has showered all His
bounties on Hagar which clearly imply ‘blessings’. She was the
mother of a son, Ishmael; and consequently the mother of nations;
and God multiplied her seed exceedingly, so much so that it
became innumerable; and her son was the father of twelve princes.
In addition to it she was the lady who had been afforded the great
honour of being directly addressed by God Himself. But,
surprisingly, the word ‘blessings’ has no where been used about
Hagar in these verses. It is not by chance or merely out of some
carelessness or ignorance. It is an intentional and purposeful
omission by some biased redactor.
The above excerpts from the book of ‘Genesis’ of the Bible (16:7-
11; 17:15-20; 21:17-20) contain the following points:
1) Hagar was afforded the great honour to be directly
addressed by the LorRD Himself. Ample evidence from a
number of authorities has been afforded in the footnote below
that ‘the angel of God’ here means ‘God himself’. ?® On the
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other hand there is no mention of God’s addressing Sarah
directly. Even at the time of breaking the news of the birth of
Isaac, the angels did not address Sarah directly; they rather
delivered the good news to Abraham (pbAh) and not to Sarah,
although she was very much present there in person (Gen
18:9,10,13,14).
2) Hagar was promised by the grace of the Almighty God: ‘I
will multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be
numbered for multitude (Gen 16:10)’, which is obviously a
blessing and has been entirely fulfilled.
3) Hagar had been given the Good News and was promised by
the Almighty Allah that: ‘Behold, thou art with child, and
shalt bear a son (it is also a blessing), and shalt call his name
Ishmael (Gen 16:11)’. It has also been entirely fulfilled.
4) It reveals that the name ‘Ishmael’ was given to the boy by
God himself ‘because the LORD hath heard thy [Hagar’s]
affliction.” The meanings of the word Ishmael show that Hagar
was blessed with the acceptance of her prayers.
5) God told about Sarah: ‘I will bless her [Sarai]**’.
6) Gen 17:16 explains the ‘blessing’ of Sarah as: (a) God will
give her a son; (b) She shall be a mother of nations; (c) kings
of people shall be of her.
7) Both Sarah and Hagar are: (a) ‘mothers of sons’; (b)
‘Similarly both of them are the ‘mothers of nations’. (c) They
are also progenitors of kings and princes alike.
According to McKenzie's the effects of the ‘blessigs’ are:
(a) fertility, i.e. to be fruitful and mutiply; and
(b) innumerable progeny;
These favours have been promised and eventually afforded
both to Sarah and Hagar alike. So, virtually, both of them had
been blessed by God. The omission of the word ‘blessing’ in
favour of Hagar, here in the pertinent context, shows an
obvious prejudice of the redactors of the Bible.
As already noted, Harper has also defined ‘blessing’ in similar
terms:
The content of ‘Blessing’ includes such goods as vitality,
health, longevity, fertility, and numerous progeny; ‘curse’ on
the other hand, results in death, illness, childlessness and such
disasters.?®,
8) The care and concern of the Lord and His affection in His
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words 'what aileth thee, Hagar? Don't be afraid.' is note-

worthy.

9) ‘And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live

before Thee!” shows Abraham’s deep concern for Ishmael.

10) Regarding Ishmael God categorically asserted: ‘And as

for Ishmael, | have heard thee: Behold, | have blessed him,

and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly;

twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great

nation (Gen 17:20).
Gen 17:20 quoted above confirms that God heard and accepted the
prayer of Abraham (pbAh) in favour of Ishmael bestowing five
blessings on him. God says:

a) | have blessed him (Ishmael).

b) I will make him (Ishmael) fruitfu

c) | will multiply him (Ishmael) exceedingly.

d) Twelve princes shall he (Ishmael) beget.

e) And | will make him (Ishmael) a great nation.
It shows that the Lord heard Ishmael’s cry and from heaven he
addressed Hagar and assured her to make a great nation out of the
descendants of Ishmael (pbAh). This affirms that both Hagar and
Ishmael (pbAh) were bounteously blessed by the Lord. This
blessing rejects the pretension of the Israelites that Hagar and
Ishmael were cast-out or discarded by the Lord. On the other hand,
Ishmael was the lad whose voice had been heard by God in the
heaven and He assured Hagar to make a great nation out of his
descendants. The other assurance, that God was with the boy as he
grew up, reveals God’s deep concern towards the boy and is a
clear-cut warning that nobody should dare to despise, denounce, or
harm him.
Abraham (pbAh), in fact, had a strong feeling of deep affection for
Hagar and Ishmael (pbAh). The filial attachment is greater
everywhere for the first-born son. It was more so in case of
Ishmael (pbAh) who was granted to Abraham (pbAh) by the Lord
in response to his prayers in the old age. Hagar was young as well
as a faithful wife of Abraham (pbAh). She also had the privilege of
being the mother of Ishmael (pbAh), the first-born of Abraham
(pbAh). It was not, therefore, conceivable that Abraham (pbAh)
could even have thought of throwing them away without any
concern for these gifts of God, i.e. Hagar and Ishmael (pbAh), only
to satisfy the alleged whimsical jealousy of Sarah. As such, we

2
1%,
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find no adequate reason to entertain the so-calles malevolent and
unjustified desire and demand of Sarah to cast out Hagar and
Ishmael (pbAh) in the manner the Genesis describes. A Catholic
Com. on Holy Scripture says:
The sons of slave wives could be given the same rights as
those of the first, chief wife as in the case of the sons of Jacob.
No distinction was made between the sons of Bala [Bilha*]
and Zelpha®' and those of Rachel*” and Lia [Lea]. Hence Sara
feared that Isaac's interests might suffer. (...). But this is hard
to accept in view of an adoption contract among the Nuzu
tablets (15-14 cent. BC)*, which stipulates that the son of a
slave wife shall not be sent away.**
The Nelson Study Bible explains:
When a surrogate® wife had born a son to one’s husband, that
mother and child could not be dismissed even if the first wife
subsequently gave birth to a son. This partly explains
Abraham’s reluctance to do what Sarah demanded (v.1 1).36
As such Abraham’s act of casting away is not credible; and that too
at God’s behest. Such partiality and injustice is unconceivable of
God. According to all canons of justice and equity Sarah stood
liable to be extended some befitting admonition and advice for
such cruel-mindedness. Instead of it, she has been rewarded
through the words: ‘in all that Sarah hath said unto thee
(Abraham), hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed be
called®” (Gen 21:12), which is obviously futile and based on some
blatant interpolation incorporated by some prejudiced redactor.
As to Ishmael (pbAh) God repeatedly affirmed him as the seed and
son of Abraham (pbAh)®%; and by no means a ‘pariah’*°. Similarly
regarding Hagar the OT testified that God appeared to Hagar
twice: firstly in Gen 16:8-11; and secondly in 21:17-20, as
recorded earlier in this chapter.
God heard the cry of the lad and his mother and through a miracle
of the well of water saved the life of Hagar and Ishmael (Gen.
21:19). God was with the boy (Ishmael) as he grew up (Gen.21-
20). God also promised to Abram (pbAh) as under:
And as for Ishmael, | have heard thee: Behold, | have blessed
him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him
exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make
him a great nation.*
In the present article an analytical study has been undertaken on
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the proposition that the Jews claim all blessings and bounties of the
Lord for themselves and strip Hagar, Ishmael, and their
descendants off all blessings on the plea that only Isaac (pbAh)
was the genuine seed of Abraham (pbAh) and not Ishmael (pbAh).
The proposition has been discussed and addressed in a fair detail in
the above pages. To sum up, recapitulate and confirm the theme a
brief follow up is afforded hereunder:
A) The key word of the present study is ‘blessings’. It has
been established on the basis of ample evidence that the word
has the following meanings, implications, and connotations:
(1) Health and strength; (2) Fertility and procreation of esp.
male descendants; (3) Abundant and innumerable progeny,
I.e., in the words of the Bible, ‘multiply the seed exceedingly’;
(4) Fruitfulness and benevolence for humanity; (5) Direct
address of the Lord towards an individual; (6) Being parent of
kings and princes; (7) Being mother of nations; (8) Being a
great nation; (9) God’s listening of prayers and cries; (10)
Being the mother of a promised son.
Now all these ingredients of ‘blessing’ are physically present
in Hagar. Although Sarah also has got most of these bounties
but at the same time she lacked some of them, e.g. direct
address of God; natural fertility; health and strength. Although
she gave birth to a son, Isaac, yet it became possible only with
the help of some miraculous intervention by the Lord.
In the light of all this, superiority cannot be claimed in favour
of Sarah over Hagar. The actual position is rather otherwise.
B) Whether the promise of ‘blessings’ was materially fulfilled and
in whose person, Hagar or Sarah; both of them had been promised
various ingredients and connotations of ‘blessing’. All the
connotations of ‘blessing” were fulfilled in toto with regard to
Hagar whereas they were not fulfilled in toto in favour of Sarah.
The redactors of the Bible have tried to conceal these flaws with
the help of interpolation in the ‘book’. But the fact is that ‘Nothing
succeeds like Success’. The facts speak for themselves. Obviously,
all the connotations of ‘blessing’ have been fulfilled in favour of
Hagar, but as far as Sarah is concerned, some of them are missing
with regard to her. Now if the redactors of the Bible have deleted
the word of ‘blessing’ with regard to Hagar, the reality does not
change. This alteration on behalf of the redactors rather reveals
their malafide.



Al-Qalam December 2013 God Blesses Sarah, Hagar, and their Descendants (54)

C) The Bible says:
And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word
which the LORD hath not spoken? When a prophet speaketh
in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor come to
pass, that is the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, but
the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be
afraid of him. **
What does the non-fulfillment of some of the promises in favour of
Sarah mean in the light of the above verses? It shows that the
interpolation of the word ‘blessing’ in favour of Sarah and its
deletion and omission in the case of Hagar is a false alteration of
some prejudiced rdactor of the Bible.
Thus the above study makes it quite clear that God had blessed
Hagar and Ishmael in true sense of the word and it is a futile effort
of the Jewish redactors of the Bible based on prejudice to refuse
the blessings of God towards Hagar and Ishmael (pbAh) and
confirm it in favour of Sarah and Isaac. God blessed both these
families of Abraham (pbAh) without any reservations.
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The New Oxf Annotated B, 3" Edn, p.33:
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On the run from her mistress, Hagar met the angel of the LorD, God in human
form (...). Hagar was assured that her descendants would be too numerous to
count, just as Abraham had been told earlier (13:16). Her child’s name would be
Ishmael (...). But though Sarai had hoped that the child would count as her
child, vs [16:] 15-16 makes (sic) it quite clear that Ishmael was the son of Hagar
and Abram and not Sarai’s child. Her scheme had failed to produce a child for
her. But was Ishmael Abram’s promised son? We are left to wonder, but 17:18
shows that Abram at least had concluded Ishmael was the child God had
promised.

A Catholic Com. On Holy Scripture, ed Dom Bernard Orchard et al (London:
Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1960), p.195:
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the Messenger of Yahweh. It is one of the obscurities in which the OT abounds’,
Heinisch. Rather Yahweh is said to speak because the Angel spoke in his name.
The Jerome Biblical Com, ed. Raymond E. Brown, etc (Bangalore: TPI, 1987),
p.20:

The ‘angel of the Lord’ is, etymologically, a ‘messenger’ (malak). From v.13, it
is evident that the story originally depicted an appearance of God himself. The
‘angel’ seems a later attempt (repeated in other appearances in Gn) to soften the
anthropomorphism.

It is sufficient evidence to prove the theme.
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According to The Heb. OT Lexicon (Leiden: Brill, 2001) it is also used
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% <Bilhah’ was a slave given to ‘Rachel’ by ‘Laban’ (the father of ‘Leah’ and
‘Rachel’).

31 <Zelpha’ was the slave of Jacob’s wife Leah to whom she was given by
Laban. As a substitute for the wife she bore ‘Gad’ and ‘Asher’ (Gen 30:9-12;
35:26; 46:18).

%2 Rachel’ was the younger daughter of Laban and wife of Jacob. Jacob worked
for Laban for 7 years as the purchase price of Rachel; but Laban substituted
Leah for Rachel in the wedding ceremony and Jacob had to work another 7
years (Gen 29:6-31). Rachel was barren so she designated her slave Bilhah as a
surrogate mother to provide a child for her (Gen 30:1-25), and finally herself
bore Joseph. Later on Rachel also bore Benjamin (Gen 35:16-20; 48:7).

® 1t is an irrelevant argument because this document is a later legislation and
does not hold good in the present episode. The canons of natural justice require
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that such inhuman indifference be considered undesirable and should be avoide.
* A Catholic Com. on Holy Scripture, ed. Dom Bernard Orchard (London:
Thomas Nelson and Sons Ltd, 1960), p. 196.

% surrogate’ means: ‘substitute’.

% The Nelson Study Bible, 1997, p.43 (Gen 21:10f).

¥ Wasn’t Ishmael the seed of Abraham (pbAh)? Was he a bastard? If not
Abraham’s then whose seed he was?

% For example:

(1) 'And Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram called his son's name, which
Hagar Bare, Ishmael.' (Gen. 16:15).

(2) 'And Abraham took Ishmael his son [stress added], (...); and circumcised
the flesh of their foreskin in the selfsame day, as God had said unto him." (Gen.
17:23).

(3) 'And Ishmael his son [stress added] was thirteen years old, when he was
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.' (Gen. 17:25).

(4) 'And also of the son of the bond-woman will I make a nation, because he is
thy seed [stress added].' (Gen. 21-13).

(5) ‘'lIshmael was the first-born of his father' (W. Smith, A Dic. of the Bible
1967, p. 268).

% 'pariah’ means: 'social outcast; (in India) person of no caste or of very low
caste' (Oxf. Adv. Learners Enc. Dic.1994).

0 Gen. 17:20 KJV.

“! Deu 18:21-22 KJV.



