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A dowry is the money, goods, or estate that a woman brings to her
husband in marriage.Originally, the purpose of a dowry was to provide "seed
money" or property for the establishment of a new household, to help a
husband feed and protect his family, and to give the wife and children some
support if he were to die. Dowry, which is popularly considered as a Hindu
custom, has visibly migrated, escalated and embraced in all the areas of the
present day Pakistan. It has become an active tradition, norm and religious
practice for those who believe that there is an absence of such custom and
tradition in their faith. Dowry is an appalling practice. It is not a practice for
which there is religious sanction, but it continues to be practiced in Muslim
Society today, especially in Pakistan. A large dowry can be an important
attribute of status to both men and women family.It is strongly
recommended that Government must make a high priority agenda to create a
critical mass to combat this institutional violence. Also our mass media need
to mature enough to advocate and sensitize all stakeholders. We all should
make effort to stimulate a thinking process through generating awareness
and sensitization about the institution and practice of dowry and dowry
violence in Pakistan. We would highlight the costs and consequences of the

custom and institution of dowry.
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Dowry is the property which a man recieves when he

marries, either from his wife or from her family A
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Dowry is regarded as a gift in cash or kind given to the
bridegroom,or to his family members,during,before,or after the
solemnization of marriage /¥
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These is the economic burden of providing dowry for a
daughter's marriage which makes the girl child a liability for the
family J&
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8-Max Radin,Encyclopedia of Social Sciences, The Macmillan Company
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