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One significant purpose of the critical analyses of the Orientalists

is fo mock and deny the Islamic thoughts and ideology. Such group of
critics objects to the basic principles and thoughts of Islam
manifested in the Holy Quran, Hadith, Figh, Seerah and mysticism.
Reynold Alleyne Nicholson is an important critic among the Orientalists
who have biased opinion against Islam and the Muslims. He is presented
as a balanced and as an impartial analytical figure. But when we read
between the lines of his writings, we find him a prejudiced and biased
enemy of Islam. This article is meant to expose his partiality on the
basis of true facts. An impartial critical study about the undeniable
thoughts and principles of Islam has been presented for the readers
belonging to any race or religion so that they may make a real, just,
unbiased and unprejudiced opinion about Islam.
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"The Islam which Muhammad brought with him to Medina
was almost entirely derived by oral tradition from Christianity

and Judaism, and just for this reason it made little impression on

the heathen Arabs whose religious ideas were generally of the
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most primitive kind. Notwithstanding its foreign character and

the absence of anything which appealed to Arabian national
sentiment, it spread rapidly in Medina, where, as we have seen,
the soil was already prepared for it; but one may well doubt
wether it could have extended its sway over the peninsula unless
the course of events had determined Muhammad to associate the
strange doctrines of Islam with the ancient heathen sanctuary at
Mecca, the Ka'ba, which was held in universal veneration by the
Arabs and formed the centre of a worship that raised no
difficulties in their minds."(2)
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"The preposterous arrangement of the Koran, to which I have
already adverted, is mainly responsible for the opinion almost
unanimously held by European readers that it is obscure ,
tiresome, uninteresting; a farrago of long-winded narratives and
prosaic exhortations, quite unworthy to be named in the same
breath with the Prophetical Books of the Old Testament."(12)
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"Unfortunately the arrangement of the Koran can only be
described as chaotic. No chronological sequence is observed in
the order of the Suras (chapters), which is determined simply by
their length, the longest being placed first. Again, the chapters
themselves are sometimes made up of disconnected fragments
having nothing in common except the rhyme; whence it is often

impossible to discover the original context of the words actually

spoken by the Prophet, the occasion on which they were
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revealed, or the period to which they belong."(13)

St e el ediia Gl oT P16 o 55

LL b e e\ TG el TP e LS o U1 6 s P

Lf!‘)rﬂéb”(,’vg‘u&"/)é =l ’ng,: Ji-< L}f/uﬂ'{c ey

LTl c«/raﬁ”’/ﬂ"fﬁ'ﬁ c«/r..«g su&wﬁ o P ls o0 d//g; UT;‘U.V/J

(18)- 3270 s IS L S sl

:ugzﬁu/(m751()71(3@'Ln2_/_~«>u;&r‘3£u7;(£]

PR (AT AN B e Ny AT S PR o S
ESST P unbs p A 2L S nsptfef A S VWL 1.t Enbsl e
(15) C - SIS bbb TS

ro Ut sl A e ol ST e 0T (06060 S M F
LA N L

TS A NI F S e WL Pl 1SR
s AP e TG IS s A e Qs bWl T A
(16) e (KT I 1SS Sea s Fi s S T U3
A it i £ o drvk 2 £ 0TS Gl gty
:ugﬂo;-‘g“uf}

LA SO i S e P e A L 2T
FFe b N AL i er sl ie 0 sl e b Uy
wad"’{.;g !d/?i/rmbaL“Lgn5'»/5/3//_/24;;“%@4L‘u‘/r_ugdn
Jogreum e il e L L sod €T35S Fe b T L L
L)/'/;;vgc:’)u¢LT;&“(EJ&’%_‘QZZ&;!M]f&’iéﬁ&fuT}_%
3%&’@&”gJoLTJ)’J3mJW~'u'+3%5'@&»@&‘}’@&/

(17)

An evaluation version of novaPDFE was used to create this PDF file.
Purchase a license to generate PDF files without this notice.



http://www.novapdf.com/

(68) I SUF I TP P s oI s el

b ST s TS 2o st ot ST e K
23l Fsief6Utoe Eicinar$ad TS - #6685 =
L b T A S8 s o e T e i et o
eT Pl e WL o Pt EN L s § s 1 e
S5 ol f’u’(i‘dx’@uﬁ el el & Gorbs e =Tl
AT GE I g Sl Tt i Bl e Lo dss U Bt
i did e SAS U PEAF Lt o BT
G S Ul f Ut F e\ T s S 1L 2 e L 19
psfe e BB S S e
It O g s T i

IHAL e el b G T e J/Jugf"'”
S e b P Ul T P sl e
el e 3 e LS

"Already in the last years of Muhammad's life (writes Dr.

Sprenger) it was a pious custom that when two Moslems met,
one should ask for news (Hadith) and the other should relate a
saying or anecdote of the Prophet. After his death this custom
continued, and the name Hadith was still applied to sayings and
stories which were no longer new. In the course of time an
elaborate system of Tradition was built up, as the
Koran-Originally the sole criterion by which Moslems were guided
alike in the greatest and smallest matters of public and private
interest-was found insufficient for the complicated needs of a
rapidly extending empire. Appeal was made to the sayings and
practice (Sunnah) of Muhammad,which now acquired‘the force of
law and some of the authourity of inspiration.’ The Prophet had
no Boswell, but almost as soon as he began to preach he was
amarked man whose obiter dicta could not fail to be treasured by
his Companions, and whose actions were attentively
watched."(18)
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"As the result of such principles every new doctrine took the
form of an Apostolic Hadith; every sect and every system
defended itself by an appeal to the authority of Muhammad. We

may see how enormous was the number of false Traditions in
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circulation from the fact that when Bukhari (870 A.D.) drew up

his collection entitled * The Genuine’ (al-Sahih), he limited it to
some 7,000, which he picked out of 600,000.

The credibility of Tradition, so far as it concerns the life of the
Prophet, cannot be discussed in this place. The oldest and best
biography, that of Ibn Ishaq, undoubtedly contains a great deal
of fabulous matter, but his narrative appears to be honest and
fairly authentic on the whole."(20)

:Latﬁ@guy.uﬁwﬂfgtﬁwﬂéaéwé
a2 3 KK LB Pl LIS

_gf }(a;lﬁb}é_u) U2 L I SK ek P i

L LT U e Ut easblbU g ol U Tt s o 8.2 30 i
LU e e

a8 - - L ) o[ /

Uikl 2 1 i st 0o Lo B SGE oL
Z‘aL’iﬁgLyzLﬁ/&:ﬁéJ
"Throughout his lifetime Muhammad served as God's
spokesman, thereby performing the triple function of legislation,
judge and executive. The usage of prophet (Sunnah, "custom",
"use") including his deeds, utterances and tacit approval was
available. It clarified the scriptured text, elaborated on it,
suplemented it, and thus fulfiled new demands. The prophetic
sunnah became in the first century after the Hijrah the object of

intensive study, next to the study of the Koran itself, the research

involved collection, verification and recording.(21)
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"The direct influence of Platonism on Moslem thought has
been comparatively slight. When the Moslems began to study
Greek philosophy, they turned to Aristotle. The genuine writing of
Aristotle, however, were not accessible to them. They studied
translations of books passing under his name, which were the
work of Neoplatonists, so that what they believed to be
Aristotelian doctrine was in fact the philosophy of Plotinus,
Proclus, and the later Neoplatonic school. Indirectly, therefore,
Plato has profoundly influenced the intellectual and spiritual
development of Islam and may be called, if not the father of
Mohammedan mysticism, at any rate its presiding genius."(26)
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2-R.A.Nicholson, "A Literary History of The Arabs" , P: 176-177 Cambridge
University Press, U.K,1956
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