
(Common Link Theory) 


 *

Joseph schecht was a leading western scholar on Islamic Law. He
has very famous books on his credit. His common Link Theory is
remarkable and widely accepted theory among the western Islamists.
Schacht argues in this theory that Muslim authorities deliberately
invented and placed traditions ascribed to the Prophet of Islam for
their own purposes. However, Schacht evolved this theory upon
incomplete and biased studies of Islamic resources. This article
submits certain factual examples which cut the base of his theory
hence render it rather unacademic argumentantion attempt, special to
western Islamists.
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


 Layish
Although Schacht's works cover many aspects of islamic studeis,

there is no doubt, however, that the most important contribution

on the part of Schacht was in the field of Islamic Law and it

remained one of his principal concerns to theend of his days." 


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He believed that Islamic Law will always remain one of the
most important, if not the most important, subject of study for
the students of Islam. 
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







We can say that the most perfect and complete isnads are the

latest. 


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


  


  



(Argument-e-Silenteo) 





"The best way of proving that a tradition did not exist at a

certain time is to show that it was not used as a legal argument

in a discussion which would have made reference to it imperative

if it had exited" 









2. Back word growth of the Isnad: 



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
"In the course of polemical discussion,doctrines are frequently

projected back to higher authorities: traditions from successors

become traditions from companions and traditions from

companions become traditions from the prophet."   


  




(Family Isnad) 




"There are numerous traditions which claim an additional

guarantee of  soundness by representing themselves as

transmitted amongest members of one family, for instance from

father to son (and grandson), from aunt to nephew,or from

master to freedman, whenever we come to analyse them, we find

these family traditions spurious and we are justified in

considering the existence of a family isnad not an indication of

authenticity but only a device for securing its  appearance."







 
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


"Even a casual reading of the 'Origins' makes it evident that

Schacht's "methodical rule" and his line of argumentation are

highly sweeping."   

 Origins 


 (Common Link Theory) 
 Common Link Theory 




 C.L  Common Link 
 The Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence 











 C.L 




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





 Common Link 


 Common Link Theory 
"These results regarding the growth of isnads enable us to

envisage the case in which tradition was put in to circulation by a

traditionist whome we may call N.N. or by a person who used his

name at a certain time the traditon would normally be taken over

by one or several transmitters and the lower, real part if the

isnad would branch out in to several strands. The original

promoter N.N. would have provided his tradition with an isnad

reaching back to an authority such as a companion or the prophet

and this higher, fictitious part of the isnad would often acquire

additional branches by the creation of improvements which would

take their place beside the original chain of transmitters or by the

process which we have described as spread of isnads. But N.N.

would remain the (Lowest) common link in the several strands of

the isnad (or at least in most of them, allowing for his being

passed by and eliminated in additional strands of isnad which

might have been introduced later). Whether this happened to the

lower or to the higher part of the isnad or to both, the existence

of a significant common link (N.N.) in all or most isnads of a

given tradition would be a strong indication in favour of its having

originated in the time of N.N. The same conclusion would have to

be drawn when the isnads of different, but closely connected

traditions showed a common link,,(16)


 N.N 
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
 (N.N  




 N.N 




 NN 


 Common Link Theory


"The existence of common transmitters enables us to assign a

firm date to many traditions and to the doctrines represented by

them. This consideration which takes in to account the fictitious

character of the higher parts of the isnads must replace the

uncritical acceptance at their face value of isnads as for back as

the time of the companions. We must, of course, always reckon

with the possibility that the name of a common transmitter was

used by other, anonymous persons, so that its occurrence gives

only a terminus  a que. This applies particularly to the period of

the successors." 






 Common Link 
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











 Common Link Theory 



   Common Link 







   Common Link 

 Common Link


 Common Link 

 Common Link 


  





 Common Link 
 Common Link 







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 






 Common Link 


"The Tradition would be authentic if it reaches back to prophet

or one of his companions." 


  




 3  





 


  

 

 




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
Common Link 

 Theory 

 Common Link 



 i


 (Coulson) 


 Scholer 





 






 

 

  


 H.A. Jnynboll 


 ii


 Harald Motzki 

  
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
 Harald Motzki 


"This leaves us with the thorny question as to which of the

two versions is more original, the longer one preserved by Al

Waqidi or Al Zuhri's shorter one? As said above following the

ideas of J. Schacht there is a tendency in Western Hadith

Scholarship to regard the shorter traditions as being the older

ones.  In my view there is no plausibble reason why such a

generalization should be accepted. Detailed narratives may be as

old as shorter ones and after the later one obviously   

abbreviations of the former."












 (Common Link Theory) 


Common Link 

 8 

  
 8  C.L 








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
 8 

   35

  



 6 


 Common Link








  
Common 

 Link Theory 

 Common Link Theory 


"To take a modern example of where Schacht's approach

would lead followed through rigorously a news reporter who

gather information from many sources and publishes his findings

in a newspaper would be considered to have fabricated the news

items because thousands of readers would be able to refer only

to him as their source." 
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




 Common Link Theory

 Cook  Juynboll  Cook 


  Robson 
 Common Link TheoryJuynboll

Common Link  Harald Motzki 



Bram, S.G. Vesey, Fitzgerald, Jeanette Wakin, M.J. Kister,

Mitter, Aharon, Layish.







H.A.R.Gibb(69), Montgomery Watt(70),Fuat Sezgin(71), Nabia
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