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Joseph schecht was a leading western scholar on Islamic Law. He
has very famous books on his credit. His common Link Theory is
remarkable and widely accepted theory among the western Islamists.
Schacht argues in this theory that Muslim authorities deliberately
invented and placed traditions ascribed to the Prophet of Islam for
their own purposes. However, Schacht evolved this theory upon
incomplete and biased studies of Islamic resources. This article
submits certain factual examples which cut the base of his theory
hence render it rather unacademic argumentantion attempt, special to
western Islamists.

Nyl
KUl sty Uk (247190284115 (Joseph Schacht)s iz sy
uuw?/L/J‘lpﬂ‘Ju’é; (')Q/Vgu-a;uuu;sgﬂ%wpgdg
}U:"V'/T,.a»lg-ég ﬂgjuf(Lei psig)jg‘:—.),.vlgu'(Breslau) by 2l & sl
;1932-(;1}%(5/@({(& Litt) 2/ (§ 5% ¢ 1952311 % 1947 — (Oxford)
ux,i‘/x:;juiu{znua:;/"ylguﬁﬂ934_£éuﬁ&lﬁzKonigsberguuﬁ
Nl &Lﬁd;’ by e JCL uff’l};w U)&U’u"«f‘ Py Jf/'u‘{c
1 1Pad s Z(New Jersey) §7% /1969 =1 {-‘L/ =0 LJP:LB.B.C.

(AN

s> sl "Encyclopedia of Islam"< crtbl Jbe 070078 w302 2

JJ;;@L(W'J"Encyclopedia of Social Sciences"r‘;f&','}bdzbf

/)’lﬂn..a?',ylgrz/w‘lr)l‘.;ﬂér DI g

An evaluation version of novaPDFE was used to create this PDF file.
Purchase a license to generate PDF files without this notice.


http://www.novapdf.com/

M) F PSS (2, B s B0i2 IO g o)

el 2 J/V/ u)&b:)/""l; Q}JL By u}/’u:/"ul)&_é{;caﬂli‘
J{J{,:‘“?J/u’a%2_U}/i_z&zcg?ubguﬁg)dj’/ﬂduﬂﬁ(f)-é
ek L PEL 23l Son WK o S U STL el Gk
Z‘aL"ﬁgLayish

Although Schacht's works cover many aspects of islamic studeis,

there is no doubt, however, that the most important contribution

on the part of Schacht was in the field of Islamic Law and it
remained one of his principal concerns to theend of his days." (*)
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He believed that Islamic Law will always remain one of the

most important, if not the most important, subject of study for
the students of Islam.(")
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1. Ther Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence.
2. An Introduction to Islamic Law.
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We can say that the most perfect and complete isnads are the
latest.(1+)
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"The best way of proving that a tradition did not exist at a
certain time is to show that it was not used as a legal argument
in a discussion which would have made reference to it imperative
if it had exited"(I)
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2. Back word growth of the Isnad:(IF)
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"In the course of polemical discussion,doctrines are frequently

projected back to higher authorities: traditions from successors
become traditions from companions and traditions from

companions become traditions from the prophet." (1)
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"There are numerous traditions which claim an additional
guarantee of soundness by representing themselves as
transmitted amongest members of one family, for instance from
father to son (and grandson), from aunt to nephew,or from
master to freedman, whenever we come to analyse them, we find
these family traditions spurious and we are justified in
considering the existence of a family isnad not an indication of

authenticity but only a device for securing its (I”)appearance.
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"Even a casual reading of the 'Origins' makes it evident that

Schacht's "methodical rule" and his line of argumentation are
highly sweeping."(16)
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"These results regarding the growth of isnads enable us to

envisage the case in which tradition was put in to circulation by a

traditionist whome we may call N.N. or by a person who used his

name at a certain time the traditon would normally be taken over

by one or several transmitters and the lower, real part if the

isnad would branch out in to several strands. The original

promoter N.N. would have provided his tradition with an isnad

reaching back to an authority such as a companion or the prophet

and this higher, fictitious part of the isnad would often acquire

additional branches by the creation of improvements which would

take their place beside the original chain of transmitters or by the

process which we have described as spread of isnads. But N.N.

would remain the (Lowest) common link in the several strands of

the isnad (or at least in most of them, allowing for his being

passed by and eliminated in additional strands of isnad which

might have been introduced later). Whether this happened to the

lower or to the higher part of the isnad or to both, the existence

of a significant common link (N.N.) in all or most isnads of a

given tradition would be a strong indication in favour of its having

originated in the time of N.N. The same conclusion would have to

be drawn when the isnads of different, but closely connected

traditions showed a common link,,(16)
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"The existence of common transmitters enables us to assign a

firm date to many traditions and to the doctrines represented by
them. This consideration which takes in to account the fictitious
character of the higher parts of the isnads must replace the
uncritical acceptance at their face value of isnads as for back as
the time of the companions. We must, of course, always reckon
with the possibility that the name of a common transmitter was
used by other, anonymous persons, so that its occurrence gives
only a terminus a que. This applies particularly to the period of
the successors." (12)
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"The Tradition would be authentic if it reaches back to prophet

or one of his companions."(1+)
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"This leaves us with the thorny question as to which of the
two versions is more original, the longer one preserved by Al
Waqidi or Al Zuhri's shorter one? As said above following the
ideas of J. Schacht there is a tendency in Western Hadith
Scholarship to regard the shorter traditions as being the older
ones. In my view there is no plausibble reason why such a
generalization should be accepted. Detailed narratives may be as
old as shorter ones and after the later one obviously(")

abbreviations of the former."
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"To take a modern example of where Schacht's approach

would lead followed through rigorously a news reporter who

gather information from many sources and publishes his findings

in a newspaper would be considered to have fabricated the news

items because thousands of readers would be able to refer only
to him as their source."(17)

An evaluation version of novaPDFE was used to create this PDF file.
Purchase a license to generate PDF files without this notice.


http://www.novapdf.com/

(123)bGE- P52, B3 s PP .ol
$2e Sty L w U Qb A Eloloe Sest”
Ui b D BB e Loy 2 e ) e e s

LI L s\ G S Sy AL

Sy otee
e Uik § Are SUFL 26 3 common Link Theory
e 14_Cook - 3T FUt 8 duynboll iCook - ST BLESILE
Uitf‘gd;zf"é_w;:‘(w)‘g l[JLJ/iu’fu:(#dM;/,;ﬁwéﬁdM
LGS S S FLRobson YIS e b alboe (16 s?
LS NL w3 s e do PL common Link Theory <_Juynboll
Common Link (% Harald Motzki(12)-c— U AL 7 sy 4 e b
L skl - (I G I 3G o Sind

qud(tULL}LLﬂUJ’)LMjPL
Bram, S.G. Vesey, Fitzgerald, Jeanette Wakin, M.J. Kister,
Mitter, Aharon, Layish.

e e B B Sl G SIS
Bl =SB

I U e dS LSS ARL IS 2L e FL st
e el B L Z L 2 T

H.A.R.Gibb(69), Montgomery Watt(70),Fuat Sezgin(71), Nabia
Abbott(72),Alfred Guillaume(73), Rubin(74), Noel Coulson(75)

(28) el (LA A (22) § A E (0 T3
Y, I EN TP e P GO I P

An evaluation version of novaPDFE was used to create this PDF file.
Purchase a license to generate PDF files without this notice.



http://www.novapdf.com/

(124) G F 152, s i PP .ol

&
Sl

-‘awW;L&Lu!@d»‘fkﬁ}g-‘a.ﬁi{ (337 Rabbi (-

P ST O AR T

wreod Pl gt uf“{b‘rml?‘ug/“"” ol Pl Pt I
#2012

Wakin,Jeanette,Remembering Joseph Schacht,(1902-1969),Harward
College,U.S.A.

Robert,Brunschvig,Joseph Schacht(1902-1969) Studia -V
Islamic,p31,1970.

Layish,Aharon,Notes on Joseph Schacht,s contribution to the study -
of Islamic Law,British society for middle Eastern
studies,Bulletin,p132,1982.

Khadduri,Majid,Marriage in Islamic Law:The modernist view -
points,The American journal of Islamic Law,p26,1978.

IAV:IAILﬂ‘/»JJg:ug%ﬂ‘/LM-Q

Schacht,Joseph,The Origins of Muhammadan -1
Jurisprudence,p123,0xford University press,London.

Schacht Joseph,Introduction to Islamic Law,p34-<

Ibid p35,36-A

The Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence p163.-9

Ibid p164.-/¢

The Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence p142. _I!

GG Sl e 18, it

The Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence p156.-I"

Ibid 170.-I

Ansari,Zafar Ishag,The Authenticity of Traditions,Hamdard Islamics, -1
7 No 2,p56.1984.

The Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence p171-172-11

An evaluation version of novaPDFE was used to create this PDF file.
Purchase a license to generate PDF files without this notice.


http://www.novapdf.com/

(125)b- G- S (2, PR IO g o)

Ibid p175.- 1<
. Ibid p174.-1A
_Fee At Y Fesldsd 3o }'éjq))t%w[}; Aloihoditele 19
_LaJuy.uﬁLﬁégL&L‘ug,_ro
19810z sz S04 AT P di A
~+1995¢ 3 % ‘;jwﬁuﬂ;ﬁ‘gaw.&M?f‘(f)w‘@t/w
“197Teesz (S5 ¢‘119Lﬂ:4))¢p1‘;5/4mf,%1mf Girr
~+190700 T ‘::L.“}Ju/um/’bﬂ%sm‘%M%H‘&W‘}@LW
A9760L i Dol S AT et
115U 48 B 21
198601z AL 34 Fs Pl SosIre
96Lﬂ¢¢,é¢r}1‘:5/’qf Y
1000 fece ez UIrs
100 fee Ao Ur
Noel J. Coulson, "European criticism of Hadith literature" -t
P.318,Cambridge University Press,1983.
Schoeler George, Musa B. Ugba Maghazi P.90, Studies and Texts, -FF
V. 32. Boston, 2000
466&4&'5'5/: P
219915 b «J 420 fer P W I Sl di e v
1999 e SULLA02 g s d Sl ol
oSG E 08616 « 237 1 L 2) A Lo Gllot 1Y
-$20124%
-F2Aazmi M. Mustafa, On the Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence,
P. 174,Sohail academy Lahore,2004.
-FAMotzki Harald, the collection of the Quran P. 10 Drr Islam No.1,
2001
~F3Motzki Harald, the murder of lbn-Abi-Al-Hugayq,P.188
-M1bid,220

An evaluation version of novaPDFE was used to create this PDF file.
Purchase a license to generate PDF files without this notice.


http://www.novapdf.com/

(126) b FF- S (2, PR IO g o)

-MSchaht Joseph,The Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence,P.173
1987z PUb(2535 i) T U A ot
1987z « fw’/’)f(6756/‘uw) G U b

197201z o) lelol(3861 i o) ffcw(‘”duw-wf
920z s ) Ilolu(1506 g )i Bep G it o
198de g ez Pl oL (2572)e s el LI

(1506)(‘” éim

(1236)e5i Lo « S BeSi I

(1508)*" £

#1990 e I Ae(2126)S4 I b U S S 3o UIFe oSl s re
(3155)¢(Ss W10

The Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudance,p173.-®F
-2563:2168:2155:( 1T Y1 o

(1504)(‘” éiof*

1965 i JU13(3920) 33l eatl e BT 00

-(1405 ,(L/xm
(2 77)5ﬁ Yoz
(45 6)%9'0’/@ oA
(6754 5{’@'6/& 09

(5279) c’w 1l
(2565 {J Ty
(3835) b rI- 1
64.Azmi. M. M, " On Schacht's Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence"
P. 200
65.Michael Cook, "Early Muslim Dogma" P. 108, Cambridge University
Press. London,1981.

66.James, Robson, The Meterial of Traditon,P. 270,1951.
Muslim Traditon By Juynboll-u.‘f"()éﬁ a2

An evaluation version of novaPDFE was used to create this PDF file.
Purchase a license to generate PDF files without this notice.


http://www.novapdf.com/

(120 F PS5 (2, B s B0i2 IO g o)

68.Motzki, Harald, the Collection of the Quran, 2001.
69.Motzki, the origin. P. 30
70 Ibid,P.140.
71. Sazgin, Geschichte, i, 53-84 and passim
72. Abbott, Studies in Arabic Literary papyri, ii. 5-83 and passim.
73. Alfred Gaillaume, review of "The Origins of Muhammadan
Jurisprudence, BSOAS,16, No. 1 P. 176, (1954)
74. Rubin, Uri, The Life of Muhammad, Formation of the classical
Islamic Word; V.4 P. 242 Brookfield, 1998.
75. Noel Coulson, History of Islamic Law, Edinburgh University Press,
1990.
76. Azmi M.M. On the origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudance.
S A3E i S UIE A e
NSl ﬁﬁ@éﬁqﬂui‘" LA
~+1992¢2 8 ‘ug/wrrsss-sswqﬁ&”’wm50,% iﬂrw.m
80. Ansari, Zafar Ishaq, The Authenticity of Traditions, P. 51-61

An evaluation version of novaPDFE was used to create this PDF file.
Purchase a license to generate PDF files without this notice.


http://www.novapdf.com/

