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"Liberty in Islam has quite a different meaning from
that understood by Westerners. It is neither a
prerdgative nor an /absolute right of the individual. It is a
negative right which is the consequence of belief in, and
obedience to, the SoVereign of fhg Universe. The moment
an individual re/cognises the Sovereign as the Sole
Master and Lord of the Universe and takes the oath of
,  allegiance to Him by fotmally recognising His Authority
(through Dbelief in Him) and then dempnsfrating his belief
by submitting to (and obeying) his Code of Law, he takes
on himself the responsibility of fulfilling twoA kinds of

obligations; (a) Obligations to Allah, his .SoVereign; and
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(b) obligations to the people, Allah has \sent him on the
earth for a fixed term and given him freedom of choice
and freedom of action to do what he pleéses. He is
promised Gu‘idénce through His Messengers, who show
him clearly the. Right Way from the wrong ways of life. He
is also told thét his real and true sucess will come from
following tﬁe Right Way of goodness, justice and piety
‘as shown to him by Allah's Messengers..Thi"s will not
only win fdr_ him sucess in this world but guarantee his
success to His Lord in the life tcl: come.

However, it is-for the individual to decide of his own
free will which way to follow.--- Thus, in Islam, man is
given freé&bm o?chmoe to adopt and follow any course of

" action — the Right Way of Allah or wrong ways of evil
*_and wickedness. It is a decision for himself alone, of his
' own freewill, to follow either of the two ways, but he will
be held responsible fof all his actions, bad or good. He is
told that his benefit lies in following the Right Way shown
by the Messenger of Allah and is also warned and
cautioned of the evil conseqﬁences of following the

wicked and unjust way of the Devil. However, the choice

is his and the resultant consequences are also his
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responsibility. So the Islamic concept of the right of the
individual to freedom of sbeech, opinion and freedom of
action is much wider than the Western cbncept of
freedom in the sense that its meaning extends to both the
worlds and is not confined to the temporary life of this
world alone."() | ,
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"Unfortunately, the Istsmtc sclentrﬁc heritage has only
too rarely been studled by Muslrms themselves, and
when such a study has boen made it has usually been
based agam on a sense of inferionty whrch has |mpelled
the authors to try to prove that Mushms dmoeded it\e
West in scnentlt" ic drscoverles and therefore are not
behmd the West i in their cultural attainment. Rarely is this
precious Mushm sctentsﬁc heﬁtege seen as an attemattvea
: path, a scnence of'th&mtu‘ml order whtch could and dtd
| avoud catastrophuc ;mpduevmioh ‘modem science and its
‘V appllcattons through technology have created for men

Muslims wrth vrsmn ‘should be only too happy that it was '
not they who brought about the seventeenth century
screntlfﬂc revolutlon whose Iogtcal out come we see
_today Mushm scholars and thmkers must be. tralnd to
.revrtalrze the phllosophy of nature contamed in the
Islamic smences and to study these sciences
themselves The end thus proposed is very dlﬂ'erent from

the goal of so many modermsed Muslims who pnde‘
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themselves upon Islam havihg paved the wey for the
Renaissange. They reason that since the- Renaissance
was a great event in history and since Islamic culture
helped create the Renaissance, therefore Islamic culture
must be of value. THis is an absurd way of r‘easening,
which complet@ly ignores the fact that what the modern
wodd suffers from today is pmo&seiy the result of steps
taken by the West, mostly during the Renaassance when

| westem man rebelled to a large extent against his God
| given religion. Muslims should be grateful %that they did
" not rebell against Heaven and had no share in that
anta-smntual humanism which has now resu!ted in an
infra-human worid. What islam mfact did was to prevent .
the individualistic rebellion agamst Heaven the
manifestation of the Promethean md Tltanesque splrlt
lwhnchfssocbaﬂy MMMdmsancem
-and which M MMV opposed@o ihe spirt -of
islam, which *mwmm&w mnme that -
{slamic science mdcﬂummahcbrmhm of the

" Renaissance in t'he ‘West bm Mamu: eimwems weme
emplovadanlydfterfheymdlvmnedmmﬁlshmlce
character and tom away from the ’tntiﬂ order m whtch

|
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alone they pcss-ess their full- meaning and
significance."(I")
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"The need to recover a vision of the centre becomes
ever more urgent for Western man as the illusory world
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