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Abstract

        The paper examines the place and role of Maqasid al-Shari'ah in the systematic processes

of intellectual and civilizational renewal of the Ummah .It addresses the issue of Maqasid

al-Shari'ah not only as a tool for the exertion of creative Ijtihad within the traditional

framework of our legal thought and practice but within a more extended spectrum of thought

that brings the concept  of Maqasid  to the fore  of the civilizational and  social  reconstruction

of  the  Muslim thought, personality, culture  and civilization at large. The paper submits that

the Maqasid Framework can play an important role in enhancing the Ummahs abilities and

qualities of civilizational renewal. However, there is a need to review the Maqasid Framework

itself in order to ensure its effectiveness in providing the necessary principles, methods and

guidelines required in the processes of civilizational renewal. The paper assumes that by

adopting the Maqasid Framework would be enabled to provide a more integrated and

comprehensive system for Ijtihad and transformation of the Ummah. The paper follows textual

analysis in order to scrutinize the urgency of creative civilizational ijtihad that can reflect the

civilizational dimension of Maqasid al-Shari'ah.In line with this the paper examines the ways of

restoring back the sense of civilizational and social dynamism to the Maqasid approach in

creating the methodological, epistemological and social  frameworks for a  contemporary

Islamic civilizational renewal.
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