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“Insistance on the Muslim way of life automatically
brought out the Islamic character of the future state. The
word Muslim was synonimous with Islam. Where the

Muslim ieague differed from its opponents was that while
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a M’uslim state or a state sustained by Muslims could be
easily converted into an Islamic state, a non- Muslim ( a
Hindu majority state like the British and Congress were
plahning for the subcontinent) could never be turned into
an Islamic state. Apparently the difference betweeh the
two was political----which way the Muslims should take?
----but its essence and effect was Muslim freedom
struggle, the Quaid was par excellence an Islamist. He
had visualised Pakistan as the key to Islamic country".(2)
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During Pakistan movement the Muslim League had given
committment to the people that Pakistan will be an
Islamic democratic state based on social justice of Islam,
the Muslims will be able to lead a life under the Divine law
and the non-Muslims will also enjoy an equal status.(4)
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"From the dlfferent statements of Quaid-i-Azam, it
becomes crystal clear that the land of Pakistan was going
to be the laboratory of experiment of total islamization of
laws, an Islamic country in true sense. He was a man of
principles, a law abiding citizen, a man who loved
constitutionalism. Had he been spared a few more years
to live and serve Pakistan, that democratic values loving
man would have steared nation safe to the goal of a
definite shape of a constitution, with insertions of definite
objectives of shaping an Islamic order in Pakistan.(5)
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"In his presidential address at the 1930 annual session of
the Muslim League, lgbal asserted that the Muslims of
India had every right to full and free development on the
lines of their culture and traditions. To apply the western
democracy to India without recognizing the 'fact of
different communal groups would be a mistake and it
could lead india to a civil war. He stressed that Islam
alone could be the moral basis of a Muslim polity and sole

measure fo Muslim brotherhood.(11)
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"From all the views expressed by the leading Ulema
(religious teachers) as well as by Muslim intellegentsia
and scholars, it is quite evident that the Muslims of
Pakistan --- including former East Pakistan, now

Bangladesh --- the Bangladesh constitution abolished
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secularism, as originally introduced by its founder, Mujib,
in 1973 and declared Islam the state religion of
Bangladesh in 1988, sincerely believe that believe that
politics and religion can not be separated in Islam in order -
to preserve Islamic values and ideals, it is essential that
Pakistan should be an Islamic state. By and large, the
consensus has been that Pakistanis would like to see
their country Islamic. (12)
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To set the record straight, Islam did not come to him late
in his life: his sense of Muslimness surfaced when he was
hardly sixteen. Fatimas his sister is a privy tohis religious
essence. He opted for Lincon's Inn because as he told
her, he saw the Prophet's name engraved on its entrance
as among the greatest law givers. This visual experience
that he underwent must have given him the intellectual
grasp of Islam as the shariah (IaW)---relevant to life
beyoun rituals and dogmas.(16)
e NS N Ry e R AT
AN S N N O S,
-G?L‘xubb"uﬁf
"This was known to Igbal who could eulogize Jinnah for
his Islémic essence as someone who is the only Muslim
in India today to whom the community has the right to
look up for safe guidance and share, with him his belief
that the enforcement and development of the shariat of
Islam is impossible in this country without a free Muslim
state or states.(17) A
Lebtobd £ QU Suibas ek bute i
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"You may be the largest number; you may be more
advanced; and you may be stronger economically ---- but
let me tell you (he was sounding Hindus)---- you will never
be able to destroy that culture which we have inherited.
the Islamic culture and that spirit will live, is going to live
and has lived. You may over power us, you may 6ppress
us, and you can do your worst. But we have come to the
conclusion and we have not made a grim resolve that we

shall go down, if we have to go down, fighting."(18)
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"You are free to go to your temples, you are free to go to
your mosques or to anyother places of worship in this
state of Pakistan. You may belong to any religion or céste
or creed that has n.othing to do with the business of the

state.(24)
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"Undoubtedly this first speech in the Constitutional
Assembly was an important declaration containing
guidelines for the constitution makers. But this speech
simpliciter is a far cry from establishing that the Quaid
was a secularist. A careful consideration of the speech
and the context in which it was made shows that it was
bringing in sharp relief and to draw attention to the ideal
of Islam namely that all citizens in an Islamic state must
be treated as equal, that herein no discrimination is
allowed amongst the citizens. Furthermore this speech
was not a repudiction of what Quaid had been declaring
all through the strpggle for Pakistan but was merely a
reminder to an important Islamic principle that Pakistan
would be adhering to namely, that herin all citizens would
have equal rights and would enjoy equal protection. It
should be remembered that the opponents of the

Pakistan movement were virulently denouncing Pakistan
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as a purely fanatical and communical state in which
minorities would be treated unfairly as opposed to the
liberal treatment which all citizens living in India would be
enjoying in the secular state visualized by the Congress
wherein equal rights will be given to all people in India.
The Quaid had therefore also to reassure all non-Muslim
inhabitants of Pakistan, whose number when Pakistan
was created numbered around 25 perrcent, that they
would be treated justly, fairly, without discrimination, as
equal citizens of the state. Therefore to make a proper
assessment of the significance of the speech of August
11, 1947 this background has to be kept in mind." (25)
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"What kind of Pakistan Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Al
Jinnah wanted is a valid question for, afterall, he was its
co-founder and had definite ideas about it. But

unfortunately, two things make it rather difficult. First, the

¢

E whole set of his speeches is not yet available in one

.
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place. The .ones we have either belong to the period
before 1929 or to 1947-48. Second, selective reading of
the Quaid's mind by political groups and their unsing bits
and pieces to support their preferred idealogies has
clouded his real image."(35)
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"One more question may be asked as to the legislative
activity of a modern Muslim assembly which must consist
at least for the present, mostly of men possessing no

knowledge of the subtleties of Mohammedan law. Such
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an assembly may make grave mistake in their
interpretation of law. How can we exclude or at least
reduce the possibilities of erroreous interpretation? The
Persian constitution of 1906 provided a separate
ecclesiastical committee of Ulema---conversant with the
affairs of the world---having power to supervise the
legislative activity of the mejlis".
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e $L RISy e AL PG (Reginald)
“Jinnah in a sword of Islam resting in secular
scabbard".(38)
-@té/a&'wuujfu‘?ﬁ/
"Quaid-i-Azam, right the start of his compaign, for a ,
separate homeland for the Muslims had in his mind the
type of state which was to be governed in accord with the
prvisions and principles of lslam."(39)‘
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