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Imam Abu al-Qasim Shatibi and his work:
Hirz al-Amani fi al-Qira’at al-Sab‘

One of the miracles of Qur’an is that there is an allownce for
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different accents (Qira’at) in its reading. The significance of these
various accents could be appreciated when we go to its linguistic
and legal interpretation. That is why all the renowned scholars
discussed these accents in their relevant works on 7afsir.

Books by interpreters, traditionists, jurists and linguists have
been, therefore, enriched with expansive nuances derived from
these Qira’at. In the course of time a valuable treasure of books
regarding recitations (Qira’at) came to the fore. Abu Bakr b.
Mujahid (324 H) compiled a book on the subject of seven Qira’at
for the first time. Thereafter, works on Qiri’at have been
continuously compiled. Subsequently, Abti ‘Amr al-Dani (444 H)
wrote a book entitled: a/— Taisir fr al-Qira’at al-Sab‘ This book
was later versified by Imam Abu al-Qasim Shatibi in such a
remarkable way that it touched the highest standards of Rhetoric. It
was easy in memorization and had other additional benefits as well.
Hence it assumed a leading position among all other books on the
topic. He named it as Hirz al-Amani wa Wajh-al-Tahani {1 al-Qira’at
al-Sab“ After this book, students of Qir’at virtually put all other
books aside. This article, while discussing detailed life history of
Imam Shatibi and locating his academic pedigree, highlights the
methodology of this book that earned so much fame.
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