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Noble Qur’an and its Key-Concepts: a Study in the Theological
Applications of Izutsu

Semantics has been one of the most important approaches among
many linguistic theories that have flourished in the last century. Since
positivists had founded some of those theories, the outcome represented
an over-all positivist approach. However, some of these theories have been
found applicable to Islamic studies. The Japanese linguistic and thinker,
Izutsu, employed the tools of semantics to Quranic interpretation and
contributed seminal writings in this field that dominated the methods of
some Muslim scholars. Therefore, his semantic analysis of theological
issues deserves to be evaluated and acknowledged. Prof. Izutsu contends
that his analysis exceeded the historical philology and thus it has made a
real contribution to the study of the basic structure of Islam. This article
aims to highlight and critically examine his implementation of key
concepts, conceptual framework and semantic analyses objectively.
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