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Capacity to perform duties is the basic condition for the
injunctions of the shariah. This condition is also applicable to the
obligation of pilgrimage. Since the Qur’an has expressly mentioned the
requirement of capacity for performing this onerous obligation and this
condition has been reiterated in the Prophet's statements as well, the
scholars of Islam have elaborately laid down the rules that define this
capacity. They have identified various situations and factors that
contribute to the undoing of this capacity and absolving an individual of
this obligation pending these factors. These factors are related to the
person of the individual as well as to the conditions and circumstances
accompanying him during the period of the pilgrimage. The writer
explains the variety of factors and circumstances that affect the legal
capacity of the individual to perform the obligation of pilgrimage. He has
demonstrated by means of different examples that the change in
conditions and circumstances is always taken into consideration for
determining the capacity of an individual to perform pilgrimage.
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