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(The Occasions, Reasons, and Contexts for the Revelation of
the Qur’q n) Part-II

el

Abstract

The Arabic word sabab (pl. asb] b) means reason, cause and motive. Ma’rifah asb b al-
nurA- 1is the knowledge about the reasons of the revelations, i.e. the knowledge about
the particular events and circumstances in history that are related to the revelation of
particular passages from the Qur'y n. Knowledge about the asb b al-nuzL 1 helps one
to understand the circumstances in which a particular revelation occurred, which sheds
light on its implications and gives guidance to the explanation (i tafsJ r) and application of
the 7 yah in question for other situations. The extent and scope of usefulness of the
occasions of revelation have been a matter of contention among Muslim scholars. Some
scholars overstressed their importance so much that they gave the impression that every
passage of the Qur’qy n must have an occasion, while others seemed inclined to play
down their usefulness and importance altogether. This article is the continuation of Part-
I and further elaborates on the topic focusing on the point that only those asb b are to

be considered which have a valid ism d “chain of narrators”.
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