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Abstract

The past decade has seen great advances in a powerful criminal justice tool:
deoxyribonucleic acid, or DNA. DNA can be used to identify criminals with incredible
accuracy when biological evidence exists. By the same token, DNA can be used to clear
suspects and exonerate persons mistakenly accused or convicted of crimes. In all, DNA
technology is increasingly vital to ensuring accuracy and fairness in the criminal justice
system. The following article aims at explaining the legal status of the use of DNA in the
Islamic Law for proving cases of [ udd dand Qim 7 T penalties and argues that DNA
technology does have a significant role to play in the administration of criminal justice;
but it must be acknowledged that, while it is an increasingly important tool in criminal
investigation, it is not a “magic marker” conclusively identifying guilty persons. Its true
contribution must be kept in perspective yet there are still issues to be addressed. The
article concludes that forensic evidence (i.e. fingerprints, ballistics, blood samples, DNA
etc.) and other circumstantial evidence cannot be accepted in F udL d and 97T

cases in lieu of witnesses or confession.
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“False DNA test led father to reject daughter”: A DNA testing Firm used by
the Child Support Agency has submitted incorrectly telling a man that he was
not the father of his daughter.
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“DNA Evidence: Officials admit error, dismiss case”: Authorities
acknowledged Wednesday that a clerical error at the Las Vegas police
forensics lab led to a man being jailed for a year for sex crimes he did not
commit.
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the Use of DNA Databases for Criminal Identification)
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* William C. Thompson: The Potential for Error in Forensic DNA Testing: page: 2, http:
/ /www .councilforresponsiblegenetics.org & www.gene-watch.org.
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