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Basic Sources of ‘ilm al Kalq m and the
Thoughts of Orientalists: An Analytical Study
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Abstract

This article attempts to discover the basic sources of ‘ilm al
KalH m and to find answer to the question that whether ‘ilm al
Kalq m and its dialectical techniques have been borrowed from
Christian and Latin theology? It is clear that the codification of
ilm al Kalq m and related writings started from the second
Hijra and still continues but very little efforts have been made
about the underlying factors about the fundamental sources and
evolution of ‘ilm al Kalqy m. The article also focuses on to_find
out the originators of ‘ilm al Kalq m and their works from the
sources of Islamic history. The article concludes that ‘ilm al
KaH m and its origin did not find its roots in Christianity or
Latin theology, but like other Islamic sciences is a result of the
intellectual efforts of Muslim themselves who laid its foundations
on the standards derived from the Qur’q n, the Sunnah and the
sayings of Companions of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW). The
research substantiates that Imq m Ab T an fa is the real
founder of ‘ilm al Ka]-| m, who wrote five books on the subject in
the second year of Hijra, most of which are not only famous
among Muslims scholars, but are also included in the curriculums
ofmanyfamous universities and reh’gious seminaries.
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“The similarity between the oldest doctrinal teachings
in Islam and the dogmas of Christianity is too great to
permit any one to deny that they are directly
connected. In particular, the first question about
which there was much dispute, among Muslim
Scholars, was that of the Freedom of the Will. Now
the freedom of the will was almost universally
accepted by Oriental Christians. At no time and in no

place perhaps was the Will-problem - first in the
Christology, but afterward in the Anthropology - so
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much discussed from every point as in the Christian
circles of the East at the time of the Muslim

9 5
conquest.
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“The Same view is repeated by Becker in 1912, by
Guillaume in 1924, by Sweetman in 1945, and by
Gardet and Anawati in 1948. Goldziher in 1910,
Tritton in 1947, and Watt in 1948 take free will to
have arisen from certain verses in the Koran Itself,
but, wherease Goldziher and Tritton suggest that
Christian influence hastened the development of this

view in Islam, Watt denies any Christian influence.”’
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“l find nothing precise on the origion of the
Mutakallims. Moses Maimonide, who has of them a
rather extended account, connects them with the
first Christian Philosophers, maintaining that it is
from them that the Mutakallims borrowed their
arguments against the philosophers. Shahrastani,
however, a more competent judge, says nothing
about it, and the fact becomes still more improbable
when one examines the very works of the
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mutakallims. We think on th contrary that there is no
relation between them and the Christain apologsits.”
8
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“The assertion is Curious and it has nothing at the

bottom but a resemblance” ’
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