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Interpretation of Gharib al- Qur’an via Pre-
Islamic Poetry: A Comparative Study
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Abstract

Al-Qur’an al-Karim was revealed in the language of Arabs in vogue at the time of its
revelation. It is almost mandatory to know the standard langauge, phrases, proverbs,
metaphors, similes of the Arabic langauge for a clear understanding of the Qur’an. It is why
special attention was given to the study of ancient poetic composition of Arabs in this regard in
the earlier centuries. So, the Arabs ancient literary endeavors are of much importance with
reference to the study of the Qur’an. In the classical period, most of the Qur’an’s exegests would
pay attention to this aspect and would use pre-Islamic poetry in their works for
determination/ citation of meanings of Gharib al-Qur’an especialy. There are various fields of
citation from pre-Islamic poetry. This article deals with aforementioned topic illustrating some

examples in the light of various fields of citation.
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