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Abstract
Literary Genres Used in Da ‘wah by the Prophet Muhammad (SAW):

Oratory as Case Study
Almighty Allah has always entrusted the responsibility of the preaching of
His religion to the entities distinguished by high physical and mental
capabilitics, which has been described in the Qur’an as the men of

strength and the men of vision."

Being equipped of the messengers with high physical and mental ability
was for two main purposes: 1- Calling people to God on very high
standards, 2- Leaving no excuse for any wrongdoer to exploit any
weakness of a prophet and defame him and consequently causing a
general misguidance of the people.

Just like previous prophets, prophet Muhammad (SAW) was also gifted
with great physical and mental potentials. To know about Prophet
Muhammad’s (SAW) physical structure, conduct, manners, habits and
lifestyle, it would suffice a reader to study Shamail al-Tirmidhi and

relevant chapters in other Hadith books.”

One of his mental abilities was the eloquence and the talent of expression.
Prophet (PBUH) himself has summed up his this ability in very beautiful
words “I am sent with concise words which carry profound meanings” i.c.
the prophet Muhammad was gifted with the literary ability to convey the
message in most comprchensive and perfect meanings using very few
words. Other narrations also show that this ability was not confined only
to the expression of profound meanings in precise words but he also had
command on literary stylistics as is described in his own words “I have
been given the opening of speech, the closing of it and the ability to convey
profound meanings in concise words”.

Thus we see that the Prophet preached using different literary genres
such as, proverbs, metaphors, sermons, stories, etc. There is a genre that
is founded solely by the Prophet (SAW) himself, such as letter-writing.
This paper aims to discuss the literary aspects of Sirah of the Prophet
(SAW), yet the focus will be on the genre ‘oratory’. So that as Muslims
benefit from Sirah in other fields of their lives, they may benefit from it
in their literary life as well.

Keywords: Sirah; Literary Aspect; Prophet Muhammad (PBUH); Rhetoric;
Oratory; Shamail.
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