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Abstract
Feminism: A Historical and Islamic Context

Feminism is a collection of movements and ideologies that have common
g()al to define, establish and achieve equal p()litical, economics, personal
and social rights for women. Feminists advocate that women should
recieve the same treatment as men in education, work, opportunities and
politics that the same moral standards should be applied to both sexes.
Feminist the()ry, which emerged from feminist movements aims to
understand the nature of gender inequality by examining womens, social
roles and lived experience. All movements that work to obtain women’s
rights, should be considered feminist movement.

Keywords: Feminism; Islam; History.
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Very clearly, we aren't called to lead life of incapable, unproductive,

feeble-brained demerits which are, at best, pretty ornaments. We are

. . 1
called to be valient, virtuous women.
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The global idea of feminism refers to the belief that men and women

deserve equality in all opportunities, treatment, respect, and social
rights. In general, feminists are people who try to acknowledge social

inequality based on gender and stop it from continuing.2
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Any person who recognizes "the validity of women's own interpretation

of their lived experiences and needs, "protests against the institutional

injustice perpetrated by men as a group against women as a group, and

advocates the climination of that injustice by challenging the various
structures of authority or power that legitimate male prerogatives in a

given society.
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This reflects the "contested nature of the "us" of contemporary feminism
.. and is a part of, on-going debates within feminism over its identity
and sclf-image ... in the final analysis, the result of debate within
feminism philosophy over what feminism is and what its theoretical

commitments should be, and what its core values are.*
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Feminism takes a number of forms in a variety of disciplines such as
feminist geography, feminist history and feminist literary criticism.
Feminist political activists have been concerned with issues such as
individual autonomy, political rights, social freedom, economic
independence, aboration and reproductive rights, divorce,

prostitution.’
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Feminism addresses itself to another familiar inequality. All human
socicties are marked by some degree of inequality between the sexes. If
we survey human societies at a glance, sweeping thr()ugh hist()ry and a
cross continents, we see that they commonly have been characterized by:
the subjugation of women to male authority, both within the family and
the community in general; the objectification of women as a form of

property; a sexual division of labour...°
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Radical feminists assert the value of emotional intimacy in sexual
interactions while libertarian feminists emphasize pleasure.7
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Both of these positions are essentialist. It has been true in western

patriarchal cultures that the goal of women sexuality, emotional
intimacy, has for respectable women been differentiated from the goal of

male sexuality, physical pleasure.8
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. not all societies, and not even all classes and races within these

western cultures, have organized system.
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The feminist Critique as a sort of feminist Criticism envisions the women
as the readers of those male produced. The feminists thus try to trace out
the images and stereotype of the women exposed in the male texts. This
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is also called traditional feminist criticism where women are the

consumers of the production in literary writing. '’
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The traditional view accepts patriarchy on biologically determined and as
the biological function of men and women are different, the social roles

and tasks assigned for women are also different.'"
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We know practically nothing definite about the family and other social
groupings of the anthropoid apes; the evidence is flatly contradictory.

Which is not to be wondered at."”
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