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(Meaning of al-Umm-  and its Applications)
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Abstract

Mu F ammad (peace be upon him), the last Messenger of God is
being remembered by the title of “al-UmmA .” This title has
distinguished him from other Messengers, as none of them
(whether mentioned in the Qur'q n or in the pre-Qur’q nic
revelations) was titled as such. Usually, “al-Umm-= " is
considered to signify someone who is unlettered or deprived of
the capability of reading and writing. With these connotations,

the term does not suit to be used for the last Prophet (peace be
upon him) or any other preceding prophet anyway. According to
the writer, this title was given to Prophet Mu F ammad (peace be
upon him) to describe his unique position and individual status.
As unlike other prophets before him, he was born in Umm al-
Qurq  (Makkah) and thus was called “al-Umm-! 7, attributed to
“the mother of cities”. If al-Umm- is taken in the sense of bein

unlettered, all the prophets would then qualify to be called “al-
Umminy- n” due to the fact that they also did not acquire
knowledge of revelation from any other source.
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