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... both the Samarkand and Topkapi Codices could not have been
written earlier than 150 years after the 'Uthmanic Recension was
[supposedly] compiled - at the earliest during the late 700's or early
800's since both are written in the Kufic script... Virtually all the
relevant texts surviving were written in a developed form of Kufic
script or in one of the other scripts known to have developed some
time after the early codification of the Qur'an text. None of them can
be reliably dated earlier than the second half of the second century of

the Islamic era. We shall proceed to analyse some of these
scripts.(1)
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The origin of Kufic or the angular style of Arabic script is traced back to
about one hundred years before the foundation of Kufah (17H 7 838CE)
to which town it owes its name because of its development there.(12)
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Although the script [i.e., Kufic] itself,.... was known in
Mesopotamia at least 100 years before the foundation of Kufa,

we may conjecture that it received its name from the town in
which it was first put to official use...(13)
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- Kufah and Basrah did not start their careers as Muslim cities until
the second decade of Islam. But these cities were located closer to
Anbar and Hirah in irak, Kufah being but a few miles south of Hirah.

We have already seen the major role the two earlier cities played in
the evolution of Arabic writing, and it is but natural to expect them to
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The Kufic script, which reached perfection in the second half of

the the eighth century, attained a pre-eminence which endured
for more than three hundred years ....(21)
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The first calligraphic perfection of Islam is to be found in the

monumental script which may be said to have reached its fullness in
the last half of the second century AH which ended in 815 AD. (22)
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Kufic may be said to have reached its perfection, for Quranic

manuscripts, in the second half of the second Islamic century which
ended in A.D. 814. (23)
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seeref. 9 on p, 287.
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