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The great Algerian scholar Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali, as-Sanusi (Thus surnamed
after the clan of Banu Sanus, to which he belonged), who in the first half of

~ the century conceived the idea of an Islamic fraternity which might pave the

way to the establishment of a truly Islamic commonwealth®®.
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The Sanusiya is, therefore, a highly orthodox order. It is not a sect, but a
fraternity. The enemies of its founder were never able to convince any
disinterested person that he was guilty of heresy, though they attempted to

do so; and it was only in very small matters that they were able to accuse

him of departing from the Maliki rite. Even its sufism is conventicnal and
austere. The Wahhabi, those stern and ruthless critics of the sects and orders

of Islam, found in it no bid'a, innovation, which in the eyes of these fanatics

amounts to heresy, and, alone among the sufi orders, they have tolerated its

presence in the Hijaz.*"
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