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"We find at least two facts about which we may be certain.
Firstly, at one time Muhammad must have publicly recited the
satanic verses as part of the Qur'an; it is unthinkabie that the
story could have been invented later by Muslims or foisted
upon them by non Muslims. Secondly, at some later time
Muhammad announced that these verses were not really part
of the qur'an and should be repiaced by others of a vastly
different import.” (16)
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"Even as it stands in Tabari's history the story of the Satanic

Verses does not suggest that Muhammad was making a
cynical compromise. The tradition says that when

Muhammad heard that the verses he had uttered had been
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“The earliest versions do not specify how long afterwards this
happened, the probability is that it was weeks or even
months." (F)
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But this story is in conflict with other traditions and with the Qur'an

itself. We must remember that a Musiim historian like Tabari does
not necessarily endorse all the traditions he records: he expects the

reader to compare them with others and to make up his or her own
mind about their validity.(ro)
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"The Qu'ran makes it clear that no mere mortal can change

the divine words and that if Muhammad ever took such an
initiative the consequences would be fatal.(rr)
During the time it was being revealed to a particular prophet,
God could amend the scriptures. In a human sense, we can
say that Muhammad felt continually inspired while he was
bringing the Qu'ran to the Arabs. This was a progressive
reveiation and Muhammad sometimes saw new implications
in his message that qualified certain previous insights."(*")
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