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Theories of literary criticism in Islamic heritage 

“Theory of Abdul Qahir Al- Jurjani as an example”  
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Abstract 

 
It is not easy to defend the Arabic and Islamic criticism 

these days where many are trying to weaken and reduce its value. 

The major source of these accusations is the Orientlists who detest 

Islam. 

In this research I explained the relationship between Arabic 

literature and the Western literature and criticism. Then I 

mentioned the attempts made by some modern critics to develop 

some critical theories in our Islamic heritage. After that, I 

discussed the possibility of referring some theories to our ancient 

critics, which are connected to the recently developed thoughts. I 

also tried to draw a picture of the critical theory of Al- Imam 

Abdul Qahir Al- Jurjani, which has a strong connection with his 

“Annazm” theory. I explained Al- Jurjani’s theory through critical 

issues he discussed in his books, such as “Allafz wa Almaana”(the 

word and the meaning), mystery and the issue of shaping the poetic 

image. 

Finally, I presented a brief summary, findings of the study, 

and also made some recommendations. One of the strong 

recommendations is that Imam Al- Jurjani needs more care and 

attention from us to link his ideas with the latest findings of 

modern criticism. 
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®�# o 	&!��� n��� ��� # %/��� �� �ò�L&� ]6� �jD� R ���� ®�B�� ��4�� w�/ e�gd��� 	!� 
�!,�� e�jk $ ��L�
 e�j��)�Ã( .  

 » X 	
� ���
	��  � � @ �	&�� ����� 	&!�� $ %��(' �� R�X��� w�h) %�� � %Ä
�G!3��)��( ���!� +
� �j�� ^� &� $" :� ��� $ &d�� n G²� =�W $ �	&�� ����� 	&!�� %��(' "

 ;D�	� � 
  ¹�� ���� 	&!�� $ : ��(' ������ > = �	&�� ��  D6� R�&� �%6��	�� %�L3�� Y�� ��3!0�
&!��� %61��� %S 4�� Y�� %!
6D0� %G�4�� \4S %,���0� %!�a�� �� �	&' n Gh ��H� +
 $ %�	

 +[��� y/��� ��D,0� R5h e� � ��� $ &d�� n G²� � c� $ %§	&�� %�	&!�� : ��(!�� %/��� e�
6�
^6�� %!
6D0� �X !��� . �	&�� ����� 	&!�� e� z	s�� �) R� S ^LS X �) � &0� �jk $  !
D�  �

 $ %��(' �5��/o ^��� � e� Y,�
�� ������� e� =�31 e� � ��� uX�� 1 �	&�� ����� 	&!��
 y6G�4� > ^!��� �%,���0� %6�� ��� +S��0� �� ^� ^�L�# R5h e�� � ��� $ &d�� n G²� R5h–

^4,' �k ^���� 1 �  	D� �� T �� ���� �jk �� ¥%��(' ;/� ^6�� _�G' �) e�§  � �� R�X��� e�



200 

 

 

�
) .�G!3�� ���
	�� R�&�" :e� ]6��  %��(!�� q�#  � �@ $ R�&�� �41 %� ���� �jk $ e�
0�
 Å�) ��O e�  !!�� I���  !� ���# �) Y�� �� ��� � c7� �� I� O7�  !L4S e��� ���(!0� �jk e�

_
�) +6�U �)")�·(.  
 ^1 �
 $ R @ �j�� Y/�� �6O gh 	
� . �/��  !"��� I	�	� I=��&1 ��L� c e�j�� e��

"$ R�H� � � �@� ����� 	&!��" :"  � �&�� �� �(!�� Y��  ̀LH!� R�H,�� �jk $  !� 
�k� +� � 
�
 � D!� ;D,@���� � D6� %,���0� � &!�� =��� �1 %�H�� � �S�� �̀�	S���  ̀6�
 �̀�('  D6� %S��G0� %�	&!��

%X h %� !� ����� 	&!�� $ Y&6LG��� \' 8�  !6��)�...�j� ���� �) ���  w	X ªD!0� q�. �) =��i�
 ���G# +S��� �� ^�k !�� ����� 	&!�� %/��� $ I��&,� %&�S +�3�  � �;D" r)� e��X �0� \�
 $

%,���0�")�º( . �) %Q6L�� J5�h� �k �641 \L4� ����� 	&!��� ��9�� 	&!�� �1 �� &' �) u4���� e�
�� l '�6�� 	&!�� �1 �� &'  !
 �.� � �0� �1 �� &'  !
 �.� � �B�� J5�h�� ��	&�� ����� 	&!��� �	&

�	&�� ����� 	&!��� ��6�� ��9�� 	&!�� . ����� 	&!�� �1 R E7� e� =�31 �� &' �)  !!�§ q�. y��
��= 4�� �	&�� l '�6�� 	&!��� �	&�� :v%�	&' : ��(' Y��	&�� ��6' '�6�� J�� +k  

61�9�� � &!�� �
j�  '� &'� ��–u/}��  P�� ��c5�) 	!� I 
 *�� +d0� %��(' %6�L�� 1
N���k 	!� I	A ,��� %��0� %��('� ��G/�) 	!� gDG��� %��('� �^#��� � _��c e�  !��X�)�¼(�  %��('�

N�!6m�� 	!� +6�8�)�¾(� : ��(!�� e�  kg�� . =��� �K1 %d�	t� 	&!��� n��� \�
 $  '�!&� �j�k
k  � ;�4' �) o�  !6��  �� �: ��(' �k  ¹� %,���0� n���� 	&!��  � �@ $ � ������ �6' '�6�� =op

 �� X �D� ����� 	&!��  �) �µ &' ���–=opk �)� $�  ��� LG'�� �AB�� ��E o +&� e�
 ��(!� 1  D,X� e�§ o Z �� 1� �y� �  D�
� o� �%G1��� g� ;D�	� � �����: . ̀ 
A�� ;C�&1 �. 0

v D6� gh o = ,��  !#�&1� n��S !  !�	� ���# o > �: ��(' Y��	&�� �6' '�6�� w	� ?' 
 �.�
v: ��('  

 �jk �� ��	&�� ��5/7� ����� 	&!�� $ : ��(' �) %��(' ���� $ ?46� %��30�
�k %��30� e��� �e�B�� q�. $ �̀����� e�� > 	�	� F�GH0� ;(!� ��� ���� $ . � 
 +k

 £�j�� = &#�� $ ��,�� �jk %
6@  �� v��,�� �jk ;D�	� e�� > �) ;(!� ��� n���� � &!�� w	�
vl 4'7�  

 %!6�� ]/) Y�� � @ ��	&�� ��5/7� ����� 	&!�� Z �� 1� ��	&�� ����� n��� �) qO o
 �n ���  §)  � \��'  !�a  � P�� � ���� e�  !� _��– !6�� \� +1�  � ���� q�# +1�9' �)

 D�Xp' �)� �: ��(' ��6�� ^6�� _�c)  � +6�3# $  D!� _�G!' ò�X)� 	���@ ´���4'� �=��i�� .
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