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Apostasy and the role of society to combat it: A discourse
between Shari’ah and Law
Ot gl eSl
Abstract

Islam is not only a religion of worships but it is a system, a
state, a belief and a complete code of life. To protect religion of
Islam is just like to protect the whole system of life. Islam is based
on five pillars such as belief, prayer, fasting, zakat and pilgrimage.
This religion of Islam must be protected thoroughly from any kind
of harm and attack such as apostasy. Apostasy is a crime in Islamic
law and has been discussed in detail in this article. Apostasy has
been defined and its basic elements have been explained. Some
questions regarding punishment of apostasy have been asked and
then have been answered according to Shari’ah properly and
logically. It has also been discussed that who can be an apostate and
how can an apostasy be existed either through belief only or through
words and actions. Qura’nic verses and Ahadith of Prophet (PBUH)
regarding punishment of apostasy have been discussed in detail.
Juristic viewpoints have been presented about apostasy and
punishment of woman. Whether an apostate can repent or not and if
he repents whether he be punished or not? This article also explained
the wisdom behind the punishment of apostasy. A brief comparison
regarding punishment of apostasy has been done between Shai’ah
and Law.

Key words: Islam, religion, Apostasy, Jurist, Shari’ah, law,
Punishment, Role.
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