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Abstract

Shah Wali Allah Dehlawi (1703-1762), one of the greatest thinker produced
by Muslim South Asia, was a prolific writer of his age who contributed both in
Arabic and Persian almost every branch of Islamic knowledge and inspired almost
all religious circles through his thought-provoking ideas. In Subcontinent, he is seen
as an intellectual inspiration behind almost all contemporary interpretations of
Muslim thought. Modernists, Ahl-1 Sunnat wa al-Jama'at, Ahl-1 Hadith, Deobandis,
the Jama'at-1 Islami and others view him as an intellectual precursor to their own
interpretations of Islam. In the Indian context, Shah Wali Allah was deeply
concerned about sectarian differences among Sunni Muslims and consciously
endeavored to harmonize the major disagreements. This paper aims to throw light on
Shah Wali Allah’s concept of legal reforms as well as his role in this respect.

Keywords: Shah Wali Allah, legal reforms, Islamic law, Figh, Subcontinent,
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