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ABSTRACT

Arabic as a language has never been a goal in itself in Nigeria
in the past but a means to an end. The goal has always been the
proper understanding of the Islamic religion. This explains why it took
a considerable time for Nigerians to excel in the art of Arabic poetry.
When they eventually did« their productions did not only reflect all
Arabic poetical themes as known among the Arabs but also reflected

their own environments.

This study is a critical presentation and discourse on selected
works of Isa Alabi Abubakar whose poems are widely read not only in
Nigeria but also in the Arab world. The need to study his poems arises
from the unique intellectual position he occupies among contemporary
Nigerian poets who use Arabic Language as a medium. A Literary

method has been adopted in the study in order to achieve the much
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desired objectives of uncovering the good qualities in the poet's
works. A biographic presentation of the poet is also given emphasizing

scholarly and religious influences on the poet.
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