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Abstract

Hanafi jurists have categorized the most extensively used principles of
interpreting the Qur’anic text into four categories: (1) Ibarat al-Nas, (2) Dalalat al-
Nas, (3) Iqtada’ al-Nas and (4) Isharah al-Nas. Shafi T jurists developed similar
principles of Interpreting the Qur’an but they named them al-Mantig and al-
Mafham. isharat al-nas imparts the meanings that definite but implicit and indirect
meanings of the Qur’anic text. These meanings are not intended by the text directly
but can be derived by contemplation upon its words. The article deals with the issue
of Isharah al-Nas and establishes that it is a primary tool to decipher the Quranic text.
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