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“Muslim Scholars have been debating the causes of the decline of the Muslim

Ummah. These debates have given rise to an emerging science in the Islamic Studies
known as Figh Al-Wagi; while this phrase has been coined recently, the science in itself is
not the product of the exigencies of the modern period. The Holy Qur’an and the Sunnah
of the Prophet (peace be on him) have emphasized on acquiring a clear understanding of
the ground realities, the causes of the rise and fall of the nations, the responsibilities of the
individuals and the societies in this regard and other relevant issues. Similarly, the great
jurists and scholars of the earlier generals also emphasized on acquiring this important
branch of knowledge. This paper attempts to clarify this concept and identify and explore
the relevant issues.

It also is worth mentioning here that the word Figh here does not denote the

technical of “understanding of Islamic Law”. Rather, it denotes the original literal meaning
of the word, i.e. a ‘clear understanding’. It is in this sense that this word and some of its
derivatives have been used in the Holy Qur’an, particularly in the suwar (chapters) that
were revealed before the Prophet (peach be on him) migrated to Medina.

Similarly, the usage of this word in the traditions of the Prophet (peach be on

him} also denotes a profound understanding of the realities on ground. Thus, when he
advised his companions to go to Abyssinia instead of Iran or any other territory, this
advice was based on a profound understanding of the ground realities obtaining at that
time. His instructions to his companions at the time of sending them to different localities
also substantiate this claim. In the same way, his strategic moves and tactics in different
wars as well as peace treaties give us guideline of how to deal with the overwhelming
problems faced by the Ummah today. It is in this sense that we are using in this word in
this paper.

The great scholars of the Ummah, such as the four great jurists, considered figh

al-wagi’ a prerequisite for acquiring a good understanding of the provisions of Islamic
Law on any issue. For example, some of them would sit with the traders in the market to
understand the mechanism and the variables of the market and to have first-hand
information of the commercial transactions taking place therein. Others would concentrate
on the habits and customs of the people so as to give proper ruling on the validity or
otherwise of different transactions.

To benefit from this important science it is necessary first to appreciates its

significance and vitality as well as to understand its bases in the Holy Qur’an and the
Sunnah, Moreover, it is incumbent to have access to ever-going bulk of information and to
remain updated about the different developments taking place in different parts of the
world this is more important ir the present age because the world has become a global
village. It is also necessary to develop the skills of critical analysis and looking to the
hidden beyond the apparent. Last but not the least, one has to take active part in the
‘mundane’ world if he wants to understand it and to change it in accordance with his own
world view. Indifference about political upheavals and economic ups and downs or mere
complaining about the conspiracies of ‘others’ without doing the necessary foundations
work will not do.”
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