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"Shah Waliullah made quite a serious attempt to find out the relationship between 

social, ethical and economic systems. How is ideal of social justice can be formulated 

and realized, is a question which Shah Waliullah has taken up in great detail in his 

famous work Hujjatulah Al Balighah Adalah C4J141431)justice or balanc according to 

him, is the assential feature for the harmonious development of the human race. Its 

manifestations may be numerous, but it is the on golden thread which runs into the 

web and woof of the variegated patterns of human life. When it expresses itself in 

dress, manners and mo res, it goes by the name of Adab(etiquette). In matter s relating 

to income and expenditure, we call it economy, and in the affairs of the state, 

it is named politics. 

Shah Waliullah believes that a sound economic system based on social justice can 

contribute to the happiness of society. If and when a state fails to develop 

or retain such a system it's decline becomes inevitable. ( r) 
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"It is interesting to note that this brilliant analysis of the Roman as of the Persian 

society given by Shah Waliullah (1703-1763) is substantially the same as given by 

Edward Gibbon (1737-1794) about thirty years later. In his monumental work. The 

decline and fall of the Roman Empire" Gibbon writes, "under the Roman empire, the 

labour of an industrious and ingenious people was variously, but incessantly 

employed, in the service of the rich. In their dress, their table, their houses, and their 

furniture, the favorites of fortune united every refinement of convenien y, of elegance 

and of splendour whatever could soothe their pride or gratuity their sensuality - such 

refinements, under the odious name of luxury, have been severely arraigned by the 

moralists of every age; and it might perhaps more conducive to the virtue, as well as 

happiness of mankind, if all possessed the necessities, and none of the 

superfluities of life. " (r1) 
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