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"The firstentry of the Isnad into the literature of radition
was in the last 3rd of first century™ (32)
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the companions were dead, and people who had not seen the
Prophet would be telling stories about him. ik mightthen naturally
occurto some toaskthese men for their Authority. The growth ofa
hard andfastsystemmusthave been very gradual. (33)
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The Glory of the literature of the Mohammadans is its
literary biography. There isnonation nor has there been any which
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like them hasduring the 12 centuriesrecorded the life of every man
of letters if the biographical records of the musalmans were
collected, we should probably have accounts ofthe lives ofhalf
amillion of distinguished persons, and it would be found that there
is notadecennium ofthere history, nora place ofimportance which
hasnot its representatives” (48)
‘=t (Tobson) 22K Elel i s55

Inthe gospels as they stand we don't have the various
elements of the sources separated out for us as we Do through the
"isnads"” of muslim traditions where at least apparently, the
transmissionistraced backtothe source™ (49)
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