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"Linguistics is the science that describes
and classifies languages. The linguist
identifies and describes units and patterens
of the sound system, the words and
morphemes and the phrases and sentences,
that is, the structure of language"'.
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"Of special interest to the language
teacher is. contrastive linguistics, which
Compares the structures of two languages
to determine the points where they differ.
These differences are the chief sourse of
difficulty in learning a second language.

The linguist takes up each Phoneme
in the native language .and compares it
with the phonetically most similar ones in
the second language. He describes their
similarities and diffrences. He takes up the
sequences of Phonemes and does likewise.
Morpheme and syntax patterns are also
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compared and the diffrences described. The
"results of these contrastive descriptions
form the basis for the preparation of
language texts and tests, and for the
correction of students bearning alanguage''(z4)
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