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“In the reign of the Emperor Jahangir (1605-1628)

there was a certain Sunni theologian, named Shaykh

Ahmad Mujaddid, who especially distinguished himself
by energy with which he controverted the doctrines of
Shi’ahs. The latter, being at this time in favour at
court, succeeded in having him imprisoned on some
frivolous charge; during the two years that he was
kept in Prison he converted to Islam several hundred

idofaters who were his Companions in the same Prison,

(3)
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The Nagshbandi order did not attain such a vogue in
India as the other mentioned above; it was introduced
there by Shaikh Ahmad, al-Faruqi, who died at Sirhind

in 1625,

3 T. W Arnold: The Preaching of Ilam (1896),

Lahore, n. 412,
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During the se entcenth and cightecnth centuries a
succession of remarkable scholars strove to restate the
bases of Islamic theology in a manner which broke away
from the formalism of the orthodox manuals and laid
stress upon the psychological and cthical cloments in
religion.  Among the more outstanding ligures in this
movement,  which has not received the attention it
deserves, were the Syrian Abd al- Ghani of Nablus (1641-
1731), and the Indians Abmad Sirhindi (1563-1624) aud
Shah Wali-Allah of Delhi (1702-1762) (7).
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Shickh Y’'qub Kashmiri had intreduced him to the

Kibruya order from which he scems to have imbibed

10. C. A, Storey: Persian Literature-A Bio-Bibliographical Sur-
vev, Vol, 1, Part II, LONDON, 1953,

11, Wm, Theodrc de Bary: Sources of Indian Tradition, New
York, 1959, p 449,

12, Prof. Aziz Ahmed, Dept, of Islamic Studies, University
of Teronto, Toronto.5, Ontario, Canada.
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But, beforeall, I would like to study the Mujaddid and

his criticism of the theories of lbn Arabi. It is for that

purpose I began to study the Kubrawi Al aDawla Sim-

nani who, some 250 years earlier, likewise opposed

the wahdat al. Wujud and whose mystical doctrine

seems very like that of the Mujaddid (14)
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Tt is difficult to estimate the exact, direct and indirect
influence of Shallh Ahmad on Jahangir, but there is no
doubt that the casy going emperor was by no means the
pagan depicted bv Sir Thomas Roe and other European

Chroniclers. (p. 263
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It is not surprising therefore that Shaikh Ahmad’s

doctrine of Phenomeno_logical monism had such a re-

volutionary impact on Indian Islam. It rediverted its

various streams, orthodox, liberal and esoteric into a

single channel; it relaxed the tension between the reli.

gious law and mystical experience, it resolved the age-~

long conflict between the sufis and the ulema uniting

them in a single synthesis of solidarity. It is also not

surprising that Shaikh Ahmed’s influence on Islam out-

side India was also quite cosiderable. (16)
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I, pp. 275-99, Cairo, 1950.
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In a way he was the pioneer of what modern Islam is
to-day in Indian subcontinent, separatist, isolationist,
self.confident, conservative, more intolerant than tole-
rant, not too liberal, deeply conscious of the need of
reformation but distrustful of innovations, accepting
speculation in theory but dreading it in practice, and

insular in its contact with other civilizations.
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23, Ibid, p. 119-20,
24, The Muslim World, April 1952, p. 120,
25, lbid,
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during the reiga of Jahangir a remarkable leader
emerged, Shickh Ahmad of Sirhind, on of the two
greatest Muslim theologians produced on the subcontin-

cnt. (26)
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The practical sciences for Shaikh  Ahmad were those
relating  dircetly to  the Quran, the Sunna and the
Shari’ah. (27)
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Basic to Shaikh Ahmad’s  thought, and to that of all
fundamentalist Muslims, is the idea that the present is
to be controlled by the laws of Islam; the laws of Islam
are not to be controlled by the present. (23)

“m—26. Siudies in Islam, Vol, I, No. 2. April 1944, New Delbi,
p. 108.

27. Ibid., p. 108,

28, Ibid,, p. 119.
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There can be no question that the Shaikh’s influence
was tremendous. By preaching, by conversations, and
by letters Shaikh Ahmad sought to convince the Muslim
nobility of the importance of abandoning the many
innovations that had been introducecd into Islam in

India, and of returning to the true faith, (29.)
— 2 g s 23 S o3l B S I (§ aadme oleghat

The teaching of Shaikh Ahmad was spread by hun-
dreds of his students. The emperor Aurangzeb became
a follower of one of his sons, and intellectuals all over
Mughal India became associated with Shaikh Ahmad’s
teachings, aud, indeed, with his Nagqshbandi order -as.

well. (30)

29.  Studies In Islam, Vol. 1, No. 2, April 1964,
30. Ibid., p. 111,
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Aurangzel’s reivn represents the culmination of Shaikh
Ahmad’s teachinos,  Tle was motivated throughout his

reion to bring the state, and the life of every Muslim,

into strict agrecment with the Sharia interpreted byShaikh

Ahmad (31)
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There can be no doubt that Shaikh Ahmad was a
great decisive factor on the Indian scene, but the
fundamentalists could not have been strongly revivedin
India with creating divisions?. One party can thus praise
the Shaikh for bringing Indian Islam back to the true
path, while another can assail him for starting proce -
dures which hastened the collapse of the Mughal
state, (34)
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Shaikh Ahmad’s influence on posterity has been great
indeed. His was truly the call “Back to Muhammad’
with far-reaching consequences in both religious and
political terms,  His teaching radically affected contem-
porary Muslim thinking, giving it a new mystical and
religio-juridical content. It opposed  secularization ol
Muslim rule in India, and set in motion those forces
for the recreation of the pre-Akbar system which trium.
phed during the reign of Jahangir’s grandson Emperor

Aurangzib (36)

35. Prof. De. Hafeez Malik, Dept, of Political Science,
University of Villanova, U.S A,
36, Hafeez Malik + Muslim Nationelism In india and Pakizan,

Washington, 1963,
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