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Abstract

In this age of globalization and information revolution, many people generally

express dismay over celebrating Ramadan and Eid on different days in

different parts of the world. They point out that the Muslim jurists (fuqaha') 

have generally preferred the opinion that ikhtilaf al-matali' does not have any

legal effect. The present paper analyzes this issue from the perspective of

Muslim jurisprudence and concludes that apart from ikhtilaf al-matali', the most

serious legal obstacle is the absence of a central government, or caliphate, in

the Muslim world. 

The paper argues that under the Islamic principles the authority to decide

the beginning or the end of an Islamic month rests with the government and

that the decision of a government is binding and enforced only upon the

territory under its legal authority. Hence, ideally the solution is to have a central

government for the Muslim world. 

In the absence of that, unity in Ramdan and Eid cannot be achieved

unless all the Muslim states conclude a treaty whereby they declare that the

decision of one government about moonsighting would be binding on all other

states. However, this decision will become binding on Muslims living as

minorities in non-Muslim states only when the seasoned religious scholars

('ulama') of those areas accept this decision as to be binding because under

the Islamic principles the 'ulama' assume the status of Muslim ruler for the

purpose of decision about moonsighting in such areas. Hence, unless such a

concerted global effort is made, the dream of enforcing a uniform lunar

calendar throughout the world cannot come true. 
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ZÏ¯Y6Šzu}qÁJZkêÅ¸àäÆa¢zg~ŒÛZgŠcŠì�Zk
Æa!‡°{‡âã§iZ(gHYñXZz6ëäZ−gZêgÅ„g]ÜÅT~ZI
f[ÅgƒeÃZIætÆaZkÑoÆ‚BÑixŒÛZgŠcŠ�z{gƒeZIæt
ÆaZ,§jÐU"ƒ�Zy6ZkgƒeÅZnqÃzZZ™Š}:

Ên×ˆÝœâØ]ÖÛ�†Ñe†¨mèœâØ]ÖÛÇ†h]ƒ]$fkÂß‚âÜ…¨mèœæÖòÔe_†mÐÚçqg!
ZkLL§&ñZóóÅ=ô~´)Z0¬$+ŒVŠz§jf™™D�:

ÞŠ>Z¬ZØècÞŠ>ZZ?YZzgZ.£X
ÒªámjvÛØ]$ß^á]Ö�ã^�éæm�ã‚]Â×ouÓÜ]ÖÏ^•oœæmŠjËn˜]Öíf†!ELND

‰ŠzÍZ{‡èÆê»·™ÆŠzu}‡èÆ‚tZkÅÍZ„Š,Ôc
ZkêÅ¸’YñX

Zy )12( �YäŠz'×h§jf™K�:ÞŠ>ZZÅg<é IXŠ>ZzgÂ[ZØèZàZØèX
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Z¤ËŠzu}àÆ‡èÆ‚tÍZ{tÍZ„Š,�#VàÆ‡èÆ‚t
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e0:Š¬ƒÂZyÆaŶ7ƒÇ�ZŒŠy¡™,ZzgZkgZ]
FZzôghŠ,YèZk¤z{ä:e0ŠÚ6ÍZ„Š~:ZkÅÍZ„6ÍZ„
Š~ÔÉZrVäÂÜsŠzuzVÅgƒeÅ©eÅìX

zZãgì�ÞŠ>ZZÅg<é IXŠ>ÔÞŠ>Z¬ZØèZzgÂ[ZØèZàZØèÆZyÐV
§hV~Šzu}àÆ‡è6¬‡è»êâ'Ñix7ìXZ¤z{ÍZƒVÅÍZ„
ÐtƒZzgZkÆ¨ÝÆ_.¬àÆ‡è»tê9ƒÂz{ZkÆ
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.:òi$>ZWw~¥ôÅˆì:

æœÚ^ÊnÛ^æ…]ðu‚æ�æŸmjãÜÊ¡e‚Úà]Ö%fçlÂß‚u^ÒÜi×Ô]ÖçŸmèe�ã^�é
�^â‚màÂ×o]Ö†¨mè(œæÂ×o]Ö�ã^�é(œæÂ×ouÓÜ]Öv^ÒÜ(œæq^ð]Öíf†ÚŠjËn–÷̂(
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Yè%ZŠZ(àì˜VÑ¦qÁƒÔ6�ZsòàzV~¬xŠ2gìX
:tâä%eg{7ì�ZkàÆßÍV»gzi{ZyÆÑ¦qÁÆ¬
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