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Abstract

In this age of globalization and information revolution, many people generally

express dismay over celebrating Ramadan and Eid on different days in

different parts of the world. They point out that the Muslim jurists (fuqaha') 

have generally preferred the opinion that ikhtilaf al-matali' does not have any

legal effect. The present paper analyzes this issue from the perspective of

Muslim jurisprudence and concludes that apart from ikhtilaf al-matali', the most

serious legal obstacle is the absence of a central government, or caliphate, in

the Muslim world. 

The paper argues that under the Islamic principles the authority to decide

the beginning or the end of an Islamic month rests with the government and

that the decision of a government is binding and enforced only upon the

territory under its legal authority. Hence, ideally the solution is to have a central

government for the Muslim world. 

In the absence of that, unity in Ramdan and Eid cannot be achieved

unless all the Muslim states conclude a treaty whereby they declare that the

decision of one government about moonsighting would be binding on all other

states. However, this decision will become binding on Muslims living as

minorities in non-Muslim states only when the seasoned religious scholars

('ulama') of those areas accept this decision as to be binding because under

the Islamic principles the 'ulama' assume the status of Muslim ruler for the

purpose of decision about moonsighting in such areas. Hence, unless such a

concerted global effort is made, the dream of enforcing a uniform lunar

calendar throughout the world cannot come true. 
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»z�[CÙ¸x6ZkÅgƒeÆ_.ƒ@ìÔ‰úizV»z�[CÙ¸x6
ZkÆZLñZEÆ_.ƒ@ìX:tZ%Z%s_ÙÆZ±g~i&Ò™ö G

Æñ�Å@G™@ìX

@ëz{Z%s_ÙÆ°xZ±gÃ¡Zk¯Y6gZSŒÛZgŠï��z{ªCÙZ°zZtì:
ÖÓà]ÖÛÃjÛ‚]Ö†]qxÂß‚Þ^œÞäŸ]Âjf^…eä(æâç¾^â†]Ö†æ]mè!EQMD

t!]¹Ð@ì�Z%s_ÙÆZ±gÅgZñÃ¸~KÆ!z�ŠZ0
¬$+ZÐ¡Zk¯Y6ghŠï��Z%s_ÙÆ°xZ±gÅgZñªCÙZ°zZtìÔ

²ZqŠzu}£x6ëZ0¬$+„ÅtgZñÜ™`��Z¤pªCÙZ°zZtÆ
_.i™sƒäÅßg]~gƒeÅÞŠ]ZÏz‰ÜJwÅYñÏZM®ZŠ
~ÍZ{ZkÅÍZ„Š,paèßve0ŠÚ~™I™D�ZkaZ¤Ë¿
gpyÆhwÅgƒeÅÍZ„Š}Zzgz{àÐ!CÙÐWcƒÔcàÆZ0g„Ë—

£xÐWcƒÔÂZkÅÍZ„JwÅYñÏX)61(Z¤Z0¬$+Æ4ŠqZâxi&Ò™ö GÅ
gZñziã¶Âz{ªCÙZ°zZtÅz{@zsÌZ(g™M¸&!kxZy4�YäZ(g

Hì�ê)ÄzZá´̧VÆŠgxyZ%s_ÙÃxŒÛZgŠcŠìÔ6�ë
äZz6Zâx»‚ãÅ„g]7ÅXZÏ§bñÑ*-Š´g~ò)x7791Y(ë�:

LLZ[»¸wÑ‡>Ñ%sZ�ÙºmZyšŠÆ‚Bì˜Vz‰àcWy
àJZâ)Äð7ƒ$Ë¶XMy+Ãä�ÂW™Š~ì:Z[»
%ZŠÔ:8©3ªî GGGGS9ìXóó)71(

301



ß/6JéZÆŸi¬ÝŠ+?·�Ûhë�:
æœÚ^Ú^Î^Öç]Ên×ˆÝœâØ]ÖÛ�†Ñe†¨mèœâØ]ÖÛÇ†hÊ^ÖÛ†]�Úßä]ÖÛ�†Ñæ]ÖÛÇ†h
Ö×f×‚]ÖÏ†mg!Ú%¡÷]ƒ]…�â^]Öß^ŒÊoÚÇ†he^ÒŠj^áÊn×ˆÝœâØ]ÖÛ�†ÑÚà]Öãß‚æ
e^ÒŠj^áe†¨mèœâØ]ÖÛÇ†h!ETMD
t��Yä¹ì�ZIæt6ZIf[ÅgƒeÑixƒYCìÂZkÐ
%ZŠŒÛdÆ´̧V»ætzf[ìXVwÆîg6Z¤0ÎyÆf[
~ßÍVäe0Š¬ÂZIætªZI0ÎyzZIy6ZyZIf[Å
gƒeÑixƒYñÏX

øg~*³gZñ~Ì¸gZñ9ìX@ëŒVëZkXÆZqZzgUÅ
§sZ�ág{¢zg~B�&Zkc~‰Zz‡]ÃZ0Zi™ŠcY@ìXz{Utì
�HŠz´̧VÆŠgxyZ%szzu]_ÙÆX~Zk!]ÅÌÃðZÌì
�Zy´̧V6Zq„qÁÅÓ#ÖìctŠzZµxZâVÆikº�?

Z%U¬:Zq´‘ÅgƒeŠzu}´‘6Ñix™äÅÑZ_
9441Y(ä�gâË�Z0ZÓ8ið EIy)x212| / ZâxZ0·Z0vZÅši¨Õä Gã)x258

728Y(»¸wÜHìTÐzÑtÆ‡âãZßwÅzŸsZh§bƒYCì: /

Ÿm×ˆÚãÜe^Ö�ã^�é]Ÿ¢âØ]Öf×‚]Ö„pi%fkÊnä]Ö�ã^�é(]Ÿœám%fkÂß‚]ŸÚ^Ý]¢Â¿Ü
Ên×ˆÝ]Öß^ŒÒ×ãÜ¢á]Öf¡�ÊouÏäÒ^Öf×‚]Öç]u‚(]ƒuÓÛäÞ^Ê„Êo]ÖrÛnÄ!EUMD

Ë´‘ÆßÍVÅgƒeÅÞŠ]ÜsZÏ´‘ÆßÍV6ÑixƒCìX
Z%Z¤ÞŠ]ƒÐ(}xZyÆ‚tU"ƒYñÂQz{ÓxßÍV6
ÑixƒÏXZkÅzztì�Óx´ºZkÆh~Zq´‘Å§b�

YèZk»êÓx´̧V~*Çƒ@ìX

OçZZqqÁÆ‚tÞŠ]ƒˆZzgZkäZkÞŠ]ÃJw™Dƒñ
gpycØZw»ê™1Âz{êZkÆikº´‘~Â*ÇZÅ™)ÿƒÇpŠzu}
´º�Šzu}©xÆikºƒVZyÆaz{ê°zZZZÅ™)ÿƒÇZz;VÆ
©xZkêÃJw™BX

401



ZÏ¯Y6Šzu}qÁJZkêÅ¸àäÆa¢zg~ŒÛZgŠcŠì�Zk
Æa!‡°{‡âã§iZ(gHYñXZz6ëäZ−gZêgÅ„g]ÜÅT~ZI
f[ÅgƒeÃZIætÆaZkÑoÆ‚BÑixŒÛZgŠcŠ�z{gƒeZIæt
ÆaZ,§jÐU"ƒ�Zy6ZkgƒeÅZnqÃzZZ™Š}:

Ên×ˆÝœâØ]ÖÛ�†Ñe†¨mèœâØ]ÖÛÇ†h]ƒ]$fkÂß‚âÜ…¨mèœæÖòÔe_†mÐÚçqg!
ZkLL§&ñZóóÅ=ô~´)Z0¬$+ŒVŠz§jf™™D�:

ÞŠ>Z¬ZØècÞŠ>ZZ?YZzgZ.£X
ÒªámjvÛØ]$ß^á]Ö�ã^�éæm�ã‚]Â×ouÓÜ]ÖÏ^•oœæmŠjËn˜]Öíf†!ELND

‰ŠzÍZ{‡èÆê»·™ÆŠzu}‡èÆ‚tZkÅÍZ„Š,Ôc
ZkêÅ¸’YñX

Zy )12( �YäŠz'×h§jf™K�:ÞŠ>ZZÅg<é IXŠ>ZzgÂ[ZØèZàZØèX
§hVÅ¿zŸsŒV7ÅYCì:

Ð%ZŠtì�ZÝÍZ{Ë±gÅzzÐpŠ>,~q¢: �`^�éÂ×o]Ö�`^�é
ƒÃÂZKÍZ„ÅZŠZ5Åf)ŠZg~!‡°{§jÐŠzu}ÍZƒVÆ4Š™Š,X
LLZk»§itì�ÍZ{ZÝÍZ{Ð¾÷~ZkÍZ„6ÍZ{ƒY�~ÍZ„ŠêƒV

~äâ{#V“#V»hw#VŠyÅ�áxÃŠ¬XÍZ;y�ÛqŒVW™-VÞŠ]
Š,�~ÍZ„ŠêƒV�#VZ0#Vä=ZKZkÍZ„6ÍZ{H�#VZ0#V
èÃgäâ{#V“#V»hw#VŠyÅ�áxÃŠ¬Zzg#VZ0#VèÃgäíÐ¹

)22( �÷~ZkÍZ„6ÍZ{ƒYXóó
Ð%ZŠtì�ZqàÆ‡èägƒehwÅÞŠ] �`^�éÂ×ouÓÜ]ÖÏ^•o

Æ®ZêHZzgZkÍZ„ZzgêÆz‰Ü�ßvñ�Š¸Zy~ÐŠz¬ŠwÍZ{
~ì: Êjx]ÖÏ‚m† Šzu}àÆqÁÆ‚tW™ZkZ%ÅÍZ„Š,X

Öç�ã‚æ]œáÎ^•oe×‚Ò„]�ã‚Âß‚å]$ß^áe†¨mè]Öã¡ÙÊoÖn×èÒ„]æÎ–o
e�ã^�iãÛ^q^‡Öã„]]ÖÏ^•oœámvÓÜe�ã^�iãÛ^¢áÎ–^ð]ÖÏ^•ourèæÎ‚�ã‚æ]
eä!EOND
Z¤ËŠzu}àÆ‡èÆ‚tÍZ{tÍZ„Š,�#VàÆ‡èÆ‚t

501



#VgZ]ÃŠzÍZƒVäe0ŠÚÅÍZ„Š~ZzgZk‡èäZkÍZ„Æ
_.ê‹ŠcÂZk‡èÆatY̂ƒÇ�z{ZyÍZƒVÅÍZ„6ê
‹Š}Yè‡è»êuƒ@ìZzgtÍZ{ZkêÅÍZ„Š}gì�X

»§itì�T‡èÆ‚tgƒeÅÍZ„Š~ˆ Òj^h]ÖÏ^•o]Öo]ÖÏ^•o
ZzgZkäZkÆ®Zê‹Šcz{ZipŠŠzu}´‘Æ‡èÃâÉ™ZÐZkZ%

Å!‡°{Z:qŠ}ZzgŠzÍZƒVÃZkâÆ*y6ÍZ{™ÆZyÆ;BZkâÃZk
‡èÆ0k{ZñÔQz{ÍZ{z;VY™Zk‡èÆ‚tZkâÆ*yÅÍZ„

)42( Š,ZzgCN�z{‡èÅY+ÐZkÆêÅÍZ„Æa{Zñ‰�X

ÞŠ>ZZÅg<é IXŠ>ÔÞŠ>Z¬ZØèZzgÂ[ZØèZàZØèÆZy&!‡°{§hV
ÆOñZ¤¡©ecgzZeÆîg6Šzu}´‘ÐgƒeÅ¸AÂu7
ìXZâxZ0ZÅ�)éxë�:

ujoÖç�ã‚qÛ^ÂèœáœâØe×‚éÒ„]…œæ]â¡Ù…Ú–^áÎf×ÓÜençÝÊ’^Úç]æâ„]
]ÖnçÝ$¡$çáevŠ^eãÜ(æÖÜm†â©Ÿð]Öã¡ÙŸmf^|Ê_†Æ‚(æŸij†Õ]Öj†]æmxÊo
â„å]Ö×n×è¢ÞãÜÖÜm�ã‚æ]e^Ö†¨mèæŸÂ×o�ã^�éÆn†âÜ(æ]ÞÛ^uÓç]…¨mè
Æn†âÜ!EQND
Z¤Ë¤z{äÍZ„Š~�#VàÆßÍVä?ÐZqŠy¬e0Š¬
Zzggzi{g3åZzgtŠyZyÆˆ[ÐßZVŠyìÔÂZ¤ZyßÍVä
e0:Š¬ƒÂZyÆaY̂7ƒÇ�ZŒŠy¡™,ZzgZkgZ]
FZzôghŠ,YèZk¤z{ä:e0ŠÚ6ÍZ„Š~:ZkÅÍZ„6ÍZ„
Š~ÔÉZrVäÂÜsŠzuzVÅgƒeÅ©eÅìX

zZãgì�ÞŠ>ZZÅg<é IXŠ>ÔÞŠ>Z¬ZØèZzgÂ[ZØèZàZØèÆZyÐV
§hV~Šzu}àÆ‡è6¬‡è»êâ'Ñix7ìXZ¤z{ÍZƒVÅÍZ„
ÐtƒZzgZkÆ¨ÝÆ_.¬àÆ‡è»tê9ƒÂz{ZkÆ
®Zê‹YìXZ¤Zkäê‹ŠcÂQZkÅzÑtÆ�WäzZá´̧V
~Zk»ê*ÇƒYñÇZzgz;VÌgpycÏ»Z´yƒYñÇXŠzu}ZÖp~
ZqàÆ‡è»êŠzu}àÆg�zZßV6ZipŠÑix7ƒ@ZJz;V»‡è

601



¬àÆ‡è»êJw™ÆZkÆ®Zê:™áXOç·g0ÎãfYÆ
.:òi$>ZWw~¥ôÅˆì:

æœÚ^ÊnÛ^æ…]ðu‚æ�æŸmjãÜÊ¡e‚Úà]Ö%fçlÂß‚u^ÒÜi×Ô]ÖçŸmèe�ã^�é
�^â‚màÂ×o]Ö†¨mè(œæÂ×o]Ö�ã^�é(œæÂ×ouÓÜ]Öv^ÒÜ(œæq^ð]Öíf†ÚŠjËn–÷̂(
¢áuÓÜ]Öv^ÒÜÞ^Ê„ÊoæŸmjä!ERND
Z%ZyÆuzŠzÑeÐ!CÙÅzÑe~¢zg~ì�z;VÆqÁÆ
‚tŠzÍZ{gƒeÅÔcÞŠ]ÅZzgc¬qÁÅÍZ„Š,ÔcZyZñgÅ¸

’YñXtZka¢zg~ì�CÙqÁ»êÜsZÏÆuzŠzÑe~
*Çƒ@ìX

6�Zk„g]~èÃgƒZ�YZqaå§iÌf™™D�TÆfg=
óóë�XZk ]‰jË^•è ZqàÆ‡è»êŠzu}àJVY@ìXZÐZ˜7éSLL

Ð%ZŠtì�Z(à˜Vgzi{zÏ»ê‡è™@ƒz;VÐ¼Š)ÈWNZzg
ƒZLDÅgzÐt¸Š,�z;Vgzi{cÏ»êƒŠÂZkÅwÌZq
zZZZÅ™)ÿŠ?ÅƒYCìXZkÅzzZ0¬$+ÆjZ!ÐëäZz6f™Åì�

ZZqàÆ›âVÆ0¥xƒYñ�ZrVägzi{g3ìÂÑõ!�Ûn™*
7@ì�ZrVäZ(ZLqÁÆêÐHƒÇÔ:�¡úZòÂø]ÅãŠ6X

¢á]ÖÛ†]�eã^e×‚éÊnã^u^ÒÜ�†Âo(ÒÛ^âç]ÖÃ^�éÊo]Öf¡�]Ÿ‰¡Únè!Ê¡e‚œá
mÓçá‘çÚãÜÚfßn÷̂Â×ouÓÜu^ÒÛãÜ]Ö�†Âo!ESND

Yè%ZŠZ(àì˜VÑ¦qÁƒÔ6�ZsòàzV~¬xŠ2gìX
:tâä%eg{7ì�ZkàÆßÍV»gzi{ZyÆÑ¦qÁÆ¬
ÐìX
:Z¤tgpyÅgƒeÅ¸ƒÂZk6¿zZZƒY@ìX@ëŒV&!ÂV

Å§sÂzŠÑ*¢zg~Ckƒ@ì:
Zzi:t�ZkÐ%ZŠ¡Z¯Z�7�ZËÃt¥x:ƒ�¾äe0Š¬?¾

äZkÅÍZ„Š~?¾äZkÍZ„JwÅ?´)Z0¬$+äZ.£ÅzŸs~
�½g›Z»g~)5021|B0971Y(»t¸wÜHì:

701



ÚÃßo]Ÿ‰jË^•èœáiªioÚài×Ô]Öf×‚éqÛ^Â^lÚjÃ‚�æáÒØÚßãÜmíf†ÂàœâØ
i×Ô]Öf×‚éœÞãÜ‘^Úç]Âà…¨mè(ŸÚr†�]Ö�nçÅÚàÆn†Â×ÜeÛàœ�^Âä!ETND
Z.£Ð%ZŠtì�Zk´‘ÐFF¤z{WNZzgZy~CÙZqt¸
Š}�z;VÆßÍVägƒeÅãŠ6gzi{g3X¡¸»’Y*Ô²t

¥x:ƒ�¾ä;ðZ.£7ìX

ñÑ*Z£gŸ{y'w~)x1291Y(�ÛâD�:
LL7iÂ¸�Z[Mì�‹ìÔcßvë�Ôc¹è`ÂË!w»
Z•Šgz$4-<é EGXñ�ŠzZq˜VÆ¡©e�ZrVäÒyHZzg”{”{
�áùƒ̂XZ+¸CÙ¦Z.£7Xóó)92(

?·Ã˜�:

LLÃð¸Zâ¬xZzg�gzáZFƒYñ�ZkÆÒy™äzZáÆù·6t
áy:ƒn�ZrVäÃð‚ilÅìcƒÑ^1wgì�XZ+¸ÃZ˜b
~¸oª�g¹Y@ìXÑotì�ZZ§ZsÐZWŠòtÒy™,�
ëäpŠe0Š¬ìÔct�øg}‚t#VàÆ‡èäe0ŠÚÅÞŠ]Jw
™Æe0ƒYä»êHìÔcñ�Š{WÑ]ñZ&]@gÔ8¯ygi-z){Æfg=

Z»VÐZßÍVÆtÒ*]ñßwƒV�ëäpŠe0Š¬ìÔcøg}
‚t#VàÆ‡èäÞŠ]Í™e0ƒä»êHìXXX9tì�®ZŠÃð

³7Ô‡èchwwÆZOŠ6æZgìX‰Zz‡]ÎWŠñVÅ¸Ì`ƒ$Ë
ìXZq�ä�Ûâc�›~Â0õÎWŠñVÅ¸ÌÁìZzg‰Zz‡]ŠkäÅ
¸ÐZ(¢»ïqÝƒY@ìXóó)03(

U3:¸oZ¤gpyÆ0ïYñÂaètZqZ%Š´ìZzgZkÅw
gzZeÅìZkaßÍV6¬qÁÆ%Ìgpy»gzi{zZZƒY@ìpZ¤t
¸oÏÆ0ƒÂŠzu}àÆßÍVÆaZkÆ®Z¿°Y̂ƒÇ
Zz;V»‡èZkÃJw™ÆZkÆ_.ê™}X

UÅ5éIS:Z¤Zqà~ZûgpyƒZzgz;VÏÆe0Æ0gƒeÅÞŠ]Å

801



ˆZzgQz;VÐ¸oŠzu}àVˆpz;VZVKgpyƒÂHHYñÇ?
Zz6ëäæZßwf™KZyÃŒV;ÙÂ�Z[™s¥xƒ@ì�Z+ßg]

~Zqà»êŠzu}àÆau7ìYèZ+ßg]°7W$ËìZ
CÙàägƒe»ZµZµêHZzg%œ~xZyägƒeÆ0Ãðê™Šg:H
ƒYèZ¤Zkä¬™ŠgHƒ@Âz{ƒ6Ñixƒ@ZzgQZqà~ZûgpyZzg
Šzu}à~ZVKgpy:ƒ@X

Zk‚g~cÐ¥xƒZ�Zq´‘ÅgƒeŠzu}´‘Æaxƒäc:
ƒäÆŸ~˜VZk!]ÅZÌì�Zy»i�ìcZÔz;VZâZÌ
c�áhZkÐicŠ{ZÌZkÎZwÅì�ŠzâV´ºZq„qÁÅzÑtÆ��c
z;VZµZµxZâV»ºì?Zk!]ÅzŸsŠg`fsegßgÂVÐƒYCìX

Z%gZ,:Z%szzu]_ÙÅegeßg'
Z%szzu]zÑtZzgZ%szzu]_ÙÆŠzâVúZïÃŠHYñÂÀeg

ßg'k�:

Zqßg]tì�ŠzâV´̧V»iÌZqƒZzgZy6zÑtÌZq„qÁÅ
ƒXZkßg]~ÃðZ·xZzgÃðZ%s7ì�Zq´‘ÅgƒeŠzu}´‘Æ
aÌ9Zzg*ÇƒÏX0Îy~Zkz‰Ü¸ßg�wìX4591Y~·gfYä
gƒehwÆ0�.:òi$>ZWw°gƒ!îGGZÅ£ÕäwÆ*xÐ%AHZk~ŒÛZg
ŠcŠ:

]ƒ]$fk]Ö’çÝæ]ÖË_†Âß‚u^ÒÜivkÎç]Â‚]Ö�†ÅeËjçp]ÖÃ×Û^ðœæÂß‚æ]u‚œæ
qÛ^ÂèÚà]ÖÃ×Û^ð]Ö%Ï^læŸâÜ…ñn‹]ÖÛÛ×ÓèœÚ†…¨mè]Öã¡ÙæuÓÛç]e^Ö’çÝœæ
]ÖË_†æÞ�†æ]uÓÛãÜâ„]Êo…]�mç(m×ˆÝÂ×oÚà‰ÛÃã^Úà]ÖÛŠ×Ûnà]ÖÃÛØÊo
u‚æ�æŸmjãÜ!EMOD

ZqÁÆ‚tfYÆ:òÅgzÐÑ¦¸Z°Æ�gƒeU"ƒYñÔ
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æœÚ^ÊnÛ^æ…]ðu‚æ�æŸmjãÜÊ¡e‚Úà]Ö%fçlÂß‚u^ÒÜi×Ô]ÖçŸmèe�ã^�é
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Z¤›yZ,´‘~ƒV˜VqÁ:ƒÂZq‡.ÞZOŠ¿ÅÞŠ]6
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ZkÐ¥xƒZ�?™rÆ:òÅãŠtZ%ì�ZkLLŠgxã´‘óó~
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