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ABSTRACT

In the modern age, advanced means of communication have

made the fundamental and authentic sources of knowledge 

accessable. Consequently, the orientalists and scholars

studying these treasures of Islamic religious knowledge

shelved in the libraries across the globe have been able to

present positive and authentic view of Islam and its

messenger. A number orientalists and non-Muslim scholars

have consulted the basic sources and produce positive and

unbiased biographies to the Prophet. As a part of this

tradition of intellectual honesty, Karen Armstrong, a

religious scholar of present day, has written two books on

the Sirah of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (~ ).

During the past two decades (especially post 9/11), a wide,

deep gulf has emerged between West and the Muslim

world. In this perspective, Karen Armstrong, having great

knowledge of history, comparative religions and current
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international relations, has painted a very positive picture

of Islam and the Prophet of Islam (~ ). She believes that

the Prophet of Islam and his teachings can guide the world

even today. The political and social problems, Western and

Islamic world are facing, can be solved by following the

path of the Prophet. This paper focuses particularly on this

aspect of Karen's Sirah writing. 
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!{3ªî EOEÅ§]Æñçq Muhammad: Prophet for Our Time X² )3( 6«"ì
X!3¨å GGO}à:Å’kz½kÆ'@ZyÃ§]~!{3ªî EOEä )4( 6èˆŠzu~"ì

ZIf[ÆaZsxZzg9Zsx»¬gsZ•ð5wZzgµZ0Zi~7HìXtÃÒ
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Zk|Å’)é EOiì�Z[¼f!Ze°iZLó'×Z`ÐèI$š{ï GOEÅŠÜqVÃUäÅ
[™gì���‡.Þ°pZzgplWÒgz!îGOìXZyÃ§]ÃZyúÒ{’kzVÆîg6
7HYYì�Zå,œ~Æ%æFNuxW¸i~§]óg~~f!Z°gzgD*]Å
¶0„™C�XZyS:]Å¯6ZyÃ§]Ã:ÜsZ̧ZÄf[É›˜´Æd
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1DPyÅÃ§]»Z|[
!{3ªî EOEÅÃ§]ÆqgY]Æ!©}ÿ

EO_·ÆˆZyÆZ|[ÆŠg`fsU
úcVƒD�X

)Z(¬@)bÆiÆa§‹t~~ÐZ.Š{
ZyÃ§]Æ_·Ðt!]zZãƒYCì�§]óg~Ð!{3ªî EOE»Ññ�Š{

¬@)bÆiÆaÑZ™x~ÆZÎïõÐgZÉð»”wìXŠgZÝ§]
gÎw~¡Zq,ÅÎZö/~„7ìÉt�dz')å GOyÔozIZzg�xZÞ

ÆW¸izZg»ÅZ•ðZëÔŠNZzgÆŠZ*yìXTÅCÙS¬zrÔZzgŠZøzU»d
ZŠzZgÅ¢zgc]Æ_.ZkôÕzŠZøÐ  ")gìXCÙŠzgÆ§]ógZLZL

nƒgì�XPyWgx7Z8ÌZLÇ~Š*Æ(ÏZ¬6ñ�Š$Z*Zzg¾ÏÆ
Úø~Z̧Zx¬ÝÆÓx)b»iÜs§‹ZŠk‰Zëñçq„Ð7™g„ìX
Zk!]Ã!{3ªî EOE-VÒy™CìX

The historians and thinkers  of the time believed that

learning  about the  Prophet's struggles to make the

word of God audible  in the seventh century  would

help them to preserve his spirit in their own. From
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the   very  s tart ,  wri ting about  the Prophet

Muhammad was never a wholly antiquarian

pursuit.The  process continues today. )5(

LLZkŠzgÆñgðZzg®+ÃZk!]»¢å�‚Â,œ~
){~(~¯xZÞ»1w!Ñ™äÆa9Zsx~Å
Ã@VÆ0Y'Z7ZLÇ~z„_/i0{™ä~
æŠŠ}ÇX®Z¹Z’ZÐ„MÀ]~Å§]óg~¡
âèÅÅ`»¿7å)ÉgzZV)bÆic
MÀ]~Åi0ÏÐgZÉðqÝ™*å(t¿M`Ì
Yg~ìXóó

Íc�PyZk!]6¢gBì�§]óg~¡âèÅÅ`»¿7ÉW`Æ
æ6Z_gŠzg~ZvÆZ©â]»1w!Ñ™äZzgŠ*~¬KZðzW¹Æ”wÆagZÉð

»ZzÉ4èGOEZzgZëF+â~ìX!{3ªî EOEZkŠ|»ÌAŠwÐZ‹Zs™Cì�ZIf[
åÐZsxZzg9ZsxÆÜstzç0Z:gztgn�YV�$¬Ðf!úZxÆ
0k|]·~Æ0ZL&òGWZ]ps™äÆaÃðÌµZzg)Y—ZgZ:¥â]
:‰X®Z!{3ªî EOEäk?ÎZÅ)åEZ<ØÅŠZÜƒäÆ*ðtf%î OŠZg~CkÅ�ZIf[Ã
ZIZsxÆŒÛdÑäÆaZsxZzg9Zsx»¬gsµZzgYìZ0Zi~ZIf[J

àcYñXz{—ìX
But I realized that many Western people had  no

oppo r tu ni ty  to  re vis e  the i r  i mpre ss i on of

Muhammad, So I decided to write a popular

accessible account of his life to challenge this

entrenched view.(6)
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LLp~äCkH�¹ÐZIf[Ã|]·~Æ
!g}~ZL&òGWZ]6ÃUã™ä»Ãðñµ„x:åX

®Z~äZkgZò)ƒiŠ{(`ÃÃ½™äÆa
)MÀ]~(ÅZq=w¬xZzg‡.Þg‚ðÎZö§]™»

êHX
GZyÃ§]Ã@;™ä»ƒÐZëÑ¸ì�ZIf[6ïm„Æ

‚BZkZÎ{YõÐgZÉðqÝ™DƒñZsxZzgZIZsxÆ‚BgzZŠZg~ZzgëW°
»gztZ(g™,Zzg¬@èZi{È~~ZC™ŠZgZŠZ™ÃX¸zzì�!{3ªî EOEäZsò@gõ

ÆZzZu]z)bÆÒy~ZyÆiÆaÑZ™x~Ææ%æEOZ:hV~0ð
YäzZàÕzŠZøÃYOñçqc¯Dƒññ�Š{¬@)bÆiÆ‚BZyÅ

rÅìX

)[(ZŠ!zegZâð§i’k
!{3ªî EOEÆ7ÃZLëzíf!‡gMÆaZsxZzg9Zsx»¿¬gsÔYìZzg

W‚yûZ0Zi~7™*ìÔ®ZZkÅ’k›§]óg~ÆgzZ§Z|[Ð?Ø™)f!
‡gMÆfztZzgûÅg¬egnƒñ(ËŠg]hÎZöóg~ZzgZŠ!zegZâð§iÅqï

ì@�f!úZxÅ)W¸i@Z!x(ZkñçqÐŠp'ŒÛZggìX}!{3ªî EOEZL‡gMÐ
|]·~»ª¬gs¼-V™ZCìX

During the month of Ramadan in about the year 610,

an Arab merchant of the city of Mecca in the Hijaz

had an experience that would ultimately change the

history of the world. )7(

LL½ã016{~ÆgpyÆ¹~siÆàlÆZq
@̀)|]·~(ZqZ,Š"ÐgzÙkƒñTä
!ÆHyŠ*Å@gõÆŠJg}»gcñhŠcXóó
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!{3ªî EOEäZyÃ~§]ZŠkÆzZu]ÃZköZzgYöÐ7Hì�
§]ÆñçqÃ«Ši7"zZÑf!‡g~ÌZkîs@gõ~pŠÃZbCk7™@Zzg
ZqŠNÎZö§]Ã7_ƒñãŠ~Zsò�ZÔZë@g]zZu]ZzgèI¸Z2Ð
zZ/qÝ™@`Y@ìX

)`(@gõ’qZ]4lç GIZt»)Y—ZgZ:Ŷ{
ZsxZzg9ZsxÆ¬gsÐI!{3ªî EOEäZqîs![~ZLf!‡gMÅcŠ

X@�z{ZsxZzg )8( Š;ãÆaZqDÙZg‚!F'$š{ï GOE@gõS]4lç GIZt»-Ŷ{7Hì
9ZsxÆ0)|ð(ZIf[~0ñYäzZátzç0Z:gz)õGOÅµ~»g�Ûâ
Zò[zCÐl!WÇ{ƒÃXZkK~z{ZIf[Æ@g]ïgz-V»;C‹t

: ™Dƒñ—ì
"Some details of this fantasy reflect Christian anxieties

about their own emergent identity. Islam was stigmatised as

the 'religion of the sword' during the crusades, a period when

Christians themselves must have had a buried worry about

this aggressive form of their faith which bore no relation to

the pacifist message of Jesus. At a time when the Chruch

was imposing celibacy on a reluctant clergy, the astonishing

accounts of Mohammad's sexual life reveal far more about

the repressions of Christians than about the facts of the

Prophet's own life. There is a definite note of ill-concealed

envy in this depiction of 'Islam, as a self indulgent and easy

going religion. Finally it was the West, not 'Islam' which

forbade the open discussion of religious matters. At the time
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of the Crusades, Europe seemed obsessed by a craving for

intellectual conformity and punished its deviants with a zeal

that  has been unique in the history of religion." )9(

LLZsxÅZk¦gZC¦kÅ¬]Ô|ÇVÅZk6.yf6gzÃ
ªCÙ™C��ZyÅZKps”{èITyÆ0aZƒ_

ìX°lVÆŠzgZy|ÇVäZsxÃ”h$*xH�tŒZg
Æizg6ÌzZÑ{Šè<ØìXtz{z‰ÜåZ)¤{(|ð
pŠZk!]6”hª]iŠ{¸�|]}mZ?xÅ°xŸŠÅ

x])Z¤Ãðvg}ZqÇw6µâg}ÂŠzuZÇw7™Šz(
Æ'@Ô|ð”h{ŠZzg§ƒgì¸XZqZ,z‰Ü~Ô
Z|ðlaZLèIgÉîVÃ)ZyÅ%èÆÜs(ŠŠÅ
i0Ï¦Zgä66g™g;åÔ-g\Æ|ð|]·~ÅfZC
i0ÏÅg3ŠZ*3Òy™DƒñÔ|]·~Åi0ÏÃ"
Õ[™äÐicŠ{ÔZK—øzñVZzg¯MgizîVÃZÖp»Y)
zD¸XZz{ZsxÃZqMiZŠìwZzgÈlè<Øîg67
™D¸ÂÍcZK¡]ÆZ0g|ƒñg—ZzgŠÆ_!]
Ð¦[ƒD¸X!ÆHyÔtf[„å:�ZsxÔTäèI
ç5]6c™äÅ0È~Îð¶X°lVÆiâä~7gZ
-g\†yZzgŠ-Z�ÅuJœ-V6ZäZ°gÅYh:Ç»

bŠZgŠ3ðŠêåXZzgCÙŠ{¿�Ë6ìwc5òÅ!]
™@ÔlaÅÃ~»�ÛZzg”hF+wZ»�ŒÛZg0@åXt!]
è<ØÅ@gõ~!ÇZâ¿¶Xóó

t!].eZÌÅqïì�Zqf!Ze°ǢÐ„ZIf[Æ%æFN$hå GIOŠgz$ðGOV

072

ZsÔm72 9X



Å¶0„ÅˆìX�f!úZxÆaZyÅíèI@gõ»WsŠ3DƒñÔ›âV
6$hå GIOŠI~ÆZ²Zâ]Ãgœ™ä~¸WZzgã~™ŠZgZŠZ™$ËìX

)Š(ZIf[ÅWÆ�Z[~Zsòx]»czèŶ{
!{3ªî EOEäZsòx]Zzg§]t~~ÆZUîV»¬gs™zZäÐI:Üs

Zyñç¬]6ZL7gzà:Å§sÐZVñ‰ÀòW~ï]»Ŷ{7Hì
ÉZyZDÑ]ÆaZƒäÅ@g]z;Cz�;]ÐÌcÅìXQZsòx]»
)·Šez¾Z+Åx]Ð».Þ™Dƒñ(ZLÏ9@7™äÅÃÒÅìX

$›å GOŠZizZ`Å )11( Zsx~˜ŠÅ¢zg]zZÌ )01( }ŒÛWy™*»Z|[ZzgZkÅô…3ï E
GG

Z,Zë )41( Zsx~úg]»£xZzg6Š}ÅZÌz){ )31( 9Zsx»Q&ö Oƒ*Ô )21( ‘Òï OGÔ
�ÔX6œ-VÐà:qíWgZð™Dgì�X!{3ªî EOE (Burning Issues) ñç¬]

äZyZ²Zâ]6²£ÿ N™W™DƒñZsòx]»½7gŠÃqHìX}!{3ªî NEOEZsxÆ
çÙÂx)i2>(»¬gs™zZDƒñZIf[ÆW~gzb»f™™Dƒñ—ìX

Western Scholars tell us that it is mistaken to see

Muhammad as a socialist. They point out that he

never criticised capitalism, which had, after all, done

great things for the Quraysh, and that he did not

a t t emp t  to  a bol is h  pov er t y  a l tog et her . )51(

LLf!Ze°ië��|]·~ÃZqÎœIß
ìÔZy»$©�î EG0Ãtì�ZrVäZKx]~Luât
ŠZgZ:Âx6W7ÅYètÂxŒÛ÷Æ;VgZòåZzgz{
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!{3ªî EOEZyZ²Zâ]ÅFŠh™DƒñzZã™Cì�ƒYì�|]·~W`ÆÎcx
ÆgZòf!Ãc]Ð_“:gnƒVÔpZ¤Š±ÃÐŠBÂ|]·~$¨45é GGGES
ZqÎœ¸Xtsì�ZrVä|]}mZ?xÅ§bŠzªZzgâŠ~ZâYÆ”w

Åè#Ö7ÅZzg:„›âVÃZKÓx¥Ã]ßÍV~!c»¬ŠcìÉZkÅOñ
Z7ZKŠzªÃZKgŸÐ¢zg]qzV~„™ä~�ÛZcŠàZCäZzgZKWæã~

X )61( ÐÚºmg¶¾'V6ya™äÅ@NÅì
ZsòçÙÂxÆ0§qÝc™Dƒñ!{3ªî EOEZy~0ðYäzZàZÝÕ

-VÒy™CìX
The early message of the Qur'an is simple: it is

wrong to stockpile wealth to build a personal fortune,

but good to give alms and distribute the wealth of

society. )71(

LLZkK~ŒÛMy»Z’Zð�x"u‚Š{ìXfZCcZÐZŠ~
¢ŠZ]Æ”wcZg‚iŠzªZ•ðß»xìXpŠzuzVÃ
œ‡]ŠbZzgçÑ}~ŠzªÅ)²:(„)¤ŠlŠzª(
™*»gíìXóó

!{3ªî EOE»t§¯’kZ•ð‡.Þf™ZzgZk|»’)é EOiì�f!|ðçÑ}~Zsx
Zzg9ZsxÆÜsœ-VÐgZòtzí6Z"{Æ!z�ŠÔZyÅWäzZàYV~

ÐZ,ZŠZwIZe°i©¬x6Wgì��)Y—ZgZ:ZzgczèïÆ!̄ZsxÐ
9¬gsqÝ™gì�XÔP‚zVÆŠzgZyZÏ¤z{ÆPe°iät!](~
]åILO]ÐCkÅì�âè~ZyÆëzíà:äZsxZzg9ZsxÆ!g}~
Y—ZgZ:ÔíZzg)dgz)õGO»bCÙ{HìX®Zz{ZyÆZkgz)õGO6²£ÿ N™×zõ²*î™
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ŠîìX

)g(ZAòèZ<Ø~0ðYäzZà˜zz„Šx]»Àò».Þ
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‰ñç¬]à:Æ4Šq )12( Zzg*ui )02( Z�x´ŒÛ$�î GE )91( çzZ]Åz�;] )81( i0Ï

pÐi·wgn�X
|]·~Å(Ïi0ÏZzgçzZ]Åz�;]ÆÒy~Ô!{3ªî EOE¬ZIf[Æ

Z²Zâ]»f™™Cì�f!|ÇVä|]·~Åi0ÏÆ(ÏUÃå—ÅÃ
ÐŠ¬ìZzgZy6è<ØÃ(Ï¸]Æ”w»fg=¯ä»Z²ZxÎcìXZsxÃŒZgÐ
ÌzZÑŠ+ZzgZ(è<ØŒÛZgŠcìTä°x'ŠZ“Zzg—hÃ¾"ìGOGŠ}™Çgzq+Ã

X )22( »™ŠcìXtz{Z²Zâ]��f!|áZiìz«ÐZsxÆÜsÎg„ì
!{3ªî EOEZyZ²Zâ]Åz�;]ÆÒy~—ì�ZIf[ÆZyZ²Zâ]Æ:©~

ZyÆºmèIÃc]»g�Ûâ�Xaè|á~*»òZzg¬b~ÃèIgÉÅi0Ï»bz
ÑixŒÛZgŠcY@ìX®Z|]·~Æ”wZðÔ¸]ZzgìÆa±äÃZIf[t[

B�X|á~laZzg(„ÃåZqŠzu}ÐZµg3ŠìXZkÆ'@
Zsx~è<ØZzg(„!ëŠ�X®ZÀ˜ZsxÃZyŠzâVÁÜÃi$Òû™Š¶»Z²ZxŠc
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X )32( Y@�
f!*Š+ÆZyZ²Zâ]Æ�Z[~!{3ªî EOEä|]}mZsxZzg|]·~

ÆºmZŠzZgÆ(ÏqÑ]»».ÞZzgZyÅz�;]6×cÅìX|]·~Æ
(Ï™ŠZg6ZCû{™DƒñPygBZi�X

In the West we often imagine Muhammad as a

warlord, brandishing his sword in order to impose

Islam on a reluctant world by force of arms. The

reality was quite  different. Muhammad and the first

Muslims were fighting for their lives and they had

also undertaken a project in which violence was

inevitable. No radical social and political  change has

ever been achieved without blood shed, and , because 

Muhammad was living in a period of confusion  and

disintegration, peace could be achieved only by the

sword. )42(

LLf[~ë|ðZÒ|]·~ÃZq§¦g™D�X
�ZsxJw™äÐ”Š*6ŒZgØZDƒñó¯`Å¤‰ÜÆ
.Þ1DZsx™™DÃMD�X²|ZkÐ!Ç

Z¶X|]·~ZzgZ’Zð›yZK’c±gì¸Zzg
z{ZqZ,µ"6»x™gì¸T~ŸŠ*¦kåXÃð

ÌçÑCZzg(ÏZz!p~LÌpy·ñ%qÝ7
ƒðXaè|]·~"DZzgZ_gÆŠzg~g{gì¸X
Zkaz;VZðÜsŒZgÆfg)Ð„‡ìHYYåXóó
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räZsò@gõÆt~åŠzgÅ(Ïßg�wÆÚø~çzZ]Zzg˜ŠÅ¢zg]
zZÌ»Z•ð¼wZzgæÜŶ{7HìX

)k(fZCWgZYZzg‘:@zÞ]»Òy
PyäZKÃ§]~PZq£â]6Zsòx]Zzg@g]zZu]Å=ô

™DƒñZKûzZŠgZuÆ_.fZCWgZYZzg‘:@zÞ]»ÒyHìX‰zZ§ZuZYz
z){ÔZy£â]6‘:ItÅ )62( ZzgZmYŹuZLÆŠ/zkÆ@WZ] )52( cZ`

½âg‡gMÆaZÂ?ØZzg1Í6»!̄kìZzg’kÅs„zgzZã6tZWZ]
ghCìXZÒ£â]6‡g~ZyÚItÐñçqÑÆ0zŸsÅOñZDw
»Dgƒ@ìXZ(Ckƒ@ì��áh!{3ªî EOEpŠZyñç¬]»Šg„ûqÝ7™mc
ÁZiÁ›

&B©¨4è
GGOGEÅWgZYÆÜsÃ̀ÅqïìX

¾n�PyÅµ3ïGEL§]~PZqt&òGWZ]Æ´z{Ôù¦îg6Z|[~Òy
™Š{µúZïÅñ�ŠÏrÅf6éÔZŠZwIÃ̀Zzg&B©¨é GOG:'×Z`Å¶0„™CìX
’kÅZ4pçVÆ!̄Zyµ3ïGEL§]ÅŠgz7~¤ZVŠgZŸ†ƒZìX

2DPyÅÃ§]ÆõÍ
PyÅ’k™Š{Ã§]Í�›§]óg~ÆZ|[Ð?Ø™èˆ�Zzg!{3ªî EOE

PZq£â]6Zsò�ZÆÒyÆjZáÐZ·xzZDw»DgÃWCìÔ1ù¦îg
6tŠzâVÃ§]Šg`fsúcVõÍÅqï�X

)Z(§]t~~ÆÒy~o]zZ�Zx»ZÖg:
!{3ªî EOEäZKŠzâVÃ§]~Zsò@gõZzgx]ÆúcV}z{w6ZIf[

ÆgzZî“uz2]Zzg̀bzWÅOñ›ëÃt™DƒñÂr3§öG
EÒ*]Šb�X

gÎwZ™x~ÆZÎïõÆÒy~Z•ðo]zZ�Zx»KúcVìXgzZîZsò
Z|[Å§i6Ñbt~~Æf™Æ´z{!{3ªî EOEäYO|]·~ÆZÎïõÆŠv
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X}9ZsxÅèIzçÑCf)ŠZg-V~ )72( úcVUîV6ZC‹cCû{7Hì
VàÂZiyzZâZ`6û{™Dƒñ!{3ªî EOE—ìX

Muhammad had great  spiritual as well as political

gifts-the two do not always go together- and  he was

convinced that a ll   re ligious people have a

responsibility to creat a good and just society.  He

could become darkly angry and implacable, but he

could also be tender, compassionate, vulnerable and

immensely kind. We never read of Jesus laughing,

but we often find Muhammad smiling and teasing

the people who were closest to him, We will see  him

playing with children, having  trouble with his wives,

weeping bitterly when a friend dies and showing off

his new baby son like any besotted father. )82(

LL|]·~xgzqãZzg(Ï�ZCÙÐâÑâw¸X)qÑè
Àòîg6tŠzâVS:]àz‰ÜËZq„fZ]~ZÇ

7ƒ'(Zzgz{Zk!]Æ‡b¸�ÓxèZ<ØÆâ+
zZßVÃ°wzZ»sÐ½7gçÑ}Åú~z¢
ecX‰Zz‡])¼ñZµ6(M\äVZzg*ÍZg~»ZÖg

ÌHXp9ñZµ6M\.e$!yóbóˆkZzg"u
g3™äzZá¸XëäLÌ|]}mZ?xÆ0
t77J�z{LÚƒV1ë|]·~ÃZÒ)ZyÅ
ÎZö/-V~(—ZDZzgZLŒÛRô/™ZxñÆ‚Bç
èZt™@ƒZŠÙ�XëZ7)MÒ{,]~(”VÆ‚B
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Èƒñóç-VÆ‚BÚi¬]™DƒñóËŠz„Å
zÃ]6”]§ÐgzDƒñZzgZLâñßŠdÃ”h3gZ:

›ÐZVñQDƒñŠBÐXóó
Py»9ZsxÆZ̈ãgz$ðGOV6tû{Zzg|]}mZÅhÕä OxÅ,ÐZy»

».ÞZk!]»o]ì�!{3ªî NEEOÆ4Šq|]·~Å,i0ÏÆCÙUÆZ±g
Ð»ïZzgVà%:¶XZÏ§bZqZzg£x6!{3ªî EOE|]·~Å’qZsòÅx»x!
ÆZqZ•ðZëUÅ¶0„™Dƒñ—ìX

One of the most remarkable aspects of Muhammad's

achievement was his isolation. He knew about

Judaism and Christianity but his knowledge was very

limited. Unlike the Prophets of  Israel, Muhammad

was not working towards the difficult monotheistic

solution with the support of an established tradition

which had its own  momentum and insight  and

could provide ethical guidance that had been

hammered out over centuries. Jesus and st,Paul were

both embedded in Judaism and the first christians

came from the Jews and their supporters, the God

fearers, in the Synagogues. Christianity took root in

the Roman empire where Jewish communities had

paved the way and prepared  the minds of the

pagans. But Muhammad  had to start virtually from

scratch and work his way towards the radical

monotheistic spirituality on his own. )92(

LL|]·~Å»x!»Zq.e‡.Þf™UóZy»)Ë
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ÌèI@õÐ!ÇZµZzg(*£ƒ*åXz{·ŠeZzg
|áÆ!g}~Y…Â¸1ZyÅ¥â]Z•ðözŠ

‰XZuZ¢9zVÆ'@|]·~ÃzuZ+‰
Â�xÃŒäÆa¬ÐgZòËÌZ+èI

gzZe»–gZqÝ:åT~Ãðöc!ÚÃ~ƒCó�
œ-VÆ¨gz„cZÜ¹gZÉðÆˆqÝƒCìX|]
}ðZzgÂ0wŠzâV·ŠeÐa}ƒñ¸Zzg|á
Jw™äzZáZ’ZðßvÌ·Š~„Š]ÇƒV)#Çv(

Ð0¸X|áäTgzð�~ZKa,¢o
Xz;V·Še¬Ð„ZCgZ3¯_¶Zzg"62V
Æf~VÃzuZ+Å§sâb™_¶XpZkÆ'@ó
|]·~ÃZC»x#ÐÑzq™*7ZXZzgZz!zuZ+
Å§sZL„¯ñƒñgZ56»7ZXóó

 Zqf!e°ǢÐ�ƒZtû{Zk|»’)é EOiì�!{3ªî EOEZL7gzà:
Zzg9ZsxÆ (heresy) )�ZsxÃ·Šez¾Z+ÅèIx]»$�z6Zn{Wö{

Šúòt]Ã|ðgZÖVÐé�w»�áÄ:ŒÛZgŠïgì�(Æ'@9ZsxÅèI
ZzgçÑC»xçVÅzzZyÅ]ZÇ:wZzg}ZŠZŠ&6VÃŒÛZgŠîìXZ4&6VZzg
ŠZøzUÃyZ`d7™Dƒñ!{3ªî EOEtZ‹Zs™CìX

If we could view  Muhammad as we do any other

important historical figure we would surely consider

him to be one of the greatest geniuses the world has

known. To create a literary masterpiece to found a

major religion and a new  world power are not

ordinary achievements. )03(
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LLZ¤ë|]·~Å,ÃËÌŠzu~Zë@g],
Æ».Þ~ŠBÂ…Ñiòîg6Z7Š*Å*ñgóxF+
f�,â'7}ÇX²[¸xÃDzZŠ[~«™*óZqx
è<ØÅãŠǵZzgZÐŠ*Å5x¸]¯ŠbÃð©à
»xÒV7�Xóó

¾n�9ZsxÅ§‹ZŠkÅ¬]ÆÒy~Z(o]qZ:§i’kZyÃ
§]»»ŠZzgZ•ðµUìX

)[(ŒÛWyœÅô…3ï E
GGZzgYö»ZŒÛZg

›âVÅlkZAòÂ[ZzgZsòÑ<ÆãŠ~â~LŒÛWyœóÆ0à:
Å§sÐ:»ƒäzZáZ²Zâ]»ŸFœ-VÐYg~ìXT~ŒÛWyœÃZAò
Â[ÅOñ9ZsxÅfZCZºZqŒÛZgŠbÔZkÅWc]~’pZzgZkÅ¦zDz+~
“uz2]z){�áï�XZ]4lç

GIZtÅZk)dZzgïgzZeÐU·™DƒñÔ
!{3ªî EOE:ÜsZyZ²Zâ]»gŠ™CìÉŒÛWyœÅô…3ï E

GGÔZkÅZW5k~ZzgYö»!g;
ZŒÛZg™CìX}ŒÛWyœÅô…3ï E

GGÆjZáÐ!{3ªî EOE—ìX
Muhammad's converts eagerly awaited each new

revelation; after he had recited it, they would learn it

by heart, and those who were literate wrote it down.

They felt  moved and stirred by the exquisite

language of their scripture, which, they were

convinced, could only have come from God. )13(

LL|]·~Æ$43›4è
GEOGE)ô/™Zxñ((}Z$tÐ)gÎwZv

~6*iwƒäzZà(5zk»ZOg™DZzg�4)4zÁzk
Æˆ(gÎwZv~Wc]Åˆz]�ÛâDz{)ô/™Zxñ(ZÐ
¡™fZzg�ßvr7−Y…¸Ôz{ZyWc]ÃÉfX
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z{ZL)lk(±Å"u�á0Zgi!yÐ(}%ú[¸X
ZzgŠwÐ‡b¸�)i!y»(Z(LÜs}Z¬\„Z(g™

M�Xóó
zZ§¾Z@ZÅ›Ðö NWÆ:©~à:Å§sÐZVñ‰ÎZÑ]Zzg“uz2]»

�Z[ŠïƒñÔŒÛWyœ~ËÌnÅÂZ̈ã’pÆZk*]»gŠ™Dƒñ!{3ªî EOE

zZã™CìX
The Qur'an makes it clear that no mere mortal can

change  the divine words and that if Muhammad ever

took such an initiative the consequences would be

fatal. )23(

LLŒÛMyZk|ÃzZã™@ì�ÃðÌÃãZ̈yŒÛMyÆ
ZAòZÖpÃps™äÅ̀Z]7™YX)Z,®7g‚(
Zzgt�Z¤|]·~äZ(¼HÌƒ@Â}ò"u

p+uƒDXóó
§]~ZÚiZÅWyÆZUîV6Ì§qÝcÅìXZkK  !{3ªî EOEäÃ

~Zq£x6z{-V—ìX
It (Qur'an) was so new and so powerful in its effect

that its very existence seemed a miracle, beyond the

reach of normal human attainment. Muhammad's

enemies  are challenged to produce another work like

it; its unique character was proof  of its divine origin

and its verses were'signs' providing a sacramental

encounter with God. )33(

LLt!Ç*Z0Z¯Z|[ZÚ%æFN@|å�Zk»z�ŠZq7{Š3ð
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Šêå��¬xZ̈ãðÐâzgZåX|]·~ÆŠ7V
Ãtî½å�Zk)ŒÛWy™*(Å§i~¼ÉŠ,XZkÅ

»ŠS¤„ZkÆZAòƒä»o]¶ÔZzgZkÅWc]
}ZÆ‚BlkW»Z�ág{Šî‰Xóó

ŒÛWyœÆZ|[6à:Å§sÐÅˆ̀bz×Æ�Z[~!{3ªî EOEä!©}ÿ
EO

zæÉÿ OItÆ´z{ZkÅZW5k~ÆjZáÐ¼Š@g]zZu]Ì!©}ÿ
EO7K

X )43( �
ZkÆ´z{Ñ<ZsòÆŠzu}Zëâ~ZqŠgt~~Åô…3ï E

GGZzg¦zDz+Æ
X )53( 0à:ÆZ²Zâ]ÆjZáÐÌ!{3ªî EOEä§qÝZzgæÉÿ O�Z!]7K�

)`(Zsò„ŠZ]zx]Ådz¬gs:
!{3ªî EOEäµ3ï NGEL§]~Zsò@g]zZu]ÆÒyÆ‚B‚BZLf!‡gMÆ

ZzgçÑC )63( aZsò„ŠZ]zx]»Ì�{¬gs7HìX„ŠZ]~úiÔi2>Ôe
x]~Z8ðEO]z)zZ]ÜZëZzgãŠ~çÑCZŠZg6×c7Åì�Zsò
çÑ}ÆúcV}z{wÅúÒ{�X}ZsxÅZÍAZzgÑiò„Š][>ÆªxÅ‘Òï OG

z¢zg]ÅzŸs™Dƒñ!{3ªî EOEg¶§ZiìX
Salat interrupted their ordinary business and helped

them to remember that Allah was their first priority.

It was very difficult for men and women schooled in

the muruwah ethos  to grovel like slaves, and many

of the Quraysh were offended by this abject posture.

But the physical routine of salat symbolized the

surrender (Islam) of their entire being to Allah. It

taught their bodies at a level deeper than the rational
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to lay aside the self- regarding impulse to prance and

preen arrogantly. A muslim was a man or a woman

who had made this act of submission and was proud

to be God's slave. )73(

LLúiZyÆgzi%{»gz!gi0Ï~æZì™CZzgZ7t!]
cŠ™Zä~æŠŠî�Zv)ÅcŠ(ZyÅZzAFß¶X%z{Æ
FšcC%ŠziyÆaÝñVÅ§bi}6uq*"u

ÂåXZzg¹ÐŒÛ÷Zk$MöZ0ZiÐ*gZnƒñX
púi)ÅZŠZ5(»Kã©wZyÆaZLM\Ãå
îg6ZvÆ‚tqŠ¶Å´#ÖåXtZ7ZqZ,Š"

ÐgzÙk™Z@å��)ÅgÅ(xRÐ}icŠ{�ZðÆ
‚BZyÅgzbZzgŸÃõó¾zgZzg°Ð0u™@åXZ(„
Ãð%ŠZzgúg]›yBYåóTäZ¤®»tZ0ZiZC1
åZzg�}Z»Ýx“6õqåXóó

Zkû}Ð!{3ªî EOEäúiÜZë„Š]ÐqÝƒäzZàZkf6ªÃÒyH
ì�ZkÐ°Š!ÉåEOZ]ìXªZ̈y»)f6zKã(åîg6ZLW\ÃZvÆ‚t
qŠbZzgZKgzbZzgŸÃõz&¿.ç GEO‰gfZbZÜtÐ0u™*„Zsòx]»ãŠ~â°
ìXaètgfZbZÜtiâ:YqÅ§bñ�Š{ŠzgÆÓxZ̈ãçÑzV~7g~]åIOzæÆ
‚B0ñYD�ZzgçÑzVÅ“zg6ZzgZ̧ZxÅZÜ¹*.çGEEOà»!̄�®Z!{3ªî EOEä
ZIf[Æf~V~W`Æ›âVÆ™ŠZgZzgZsòx]Æ*”{&òGWÃiZb™ä

ÆaZy„ŠZ]~0ðYäzZàZÝÕÃÒyHìX
ZsòçÑCÂxÆZqZ•ðZëU)zZ]Zzg‚Š{§ii0ÏÃuZTƒñ!{3ªî EOE—

��ŠzªÅ%ŠzúöÃ)ZsòŒÛZgŠcŠìXpŠ9ZsxäZ•ðñÏ~‚Š{i0Ï
¦Zg~²z{²[ÆƒÐ(}™rZMZg±¸Xz{f]ÐÐ]™D¸Zzg‰
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Zz‡]ÂZyÆy~3äÃÌ¼:ƒ@åXZÌW\Ã�`câwÔqÝƒ@Ô
ZÐ¾'V~!.ŠïÔ|]}mZ?xÅ§bW\ÌZÒt!]ŠCÙZD�¼Å

X )83( !Š�á>Ø~¾dßvZ÷zVÐ¬ŠZ4ƒVÐ
ZkZsòçÑCZßwÅzŸs~!{3ªî EOE—ìX

In the umma society was to be organised on

egalitarian principles; the same duties were required

of everybody and there was  to be no elite or

hierarchy of priests and monks. Alms giving would

seek to close the gulf between rich and poor, and to

free a slave was a virtuous deed. In principle

everybody in the umma would be treated in the same

way: if love could neither prevail nor be  enforced,

justice and equality could be legislated for. It does

seem as though the Qur'an and, later, Islamic Holy

Law (shari'a) did help Muslims to cultivate a deeply

egalitarian spirit. )93(

LL›Z#Ö~çÑ}Å̂zúÅãŠ)zZ]ÆZßßV
6g¿ˆ¶XCÙ�ÛŠ67V�ÛZø¬ZK‰¸XZzgZk
çÑ}~ËnÆgî‚czCVZzggZÖVÜÃð„:¶X
œ‘zíZ]™ä»Ñ¾dZzgZ÷ÆŠgxyñ�ŠUÃ0R
åXZzgÝxÃMiZŠ™*n»»xåXZ¤)ßÍV~(!ë›
ñ�Š:ƒcÑÍ:ƒnÂZ»sZzg)zZ]Æ¸Z2ÑÍ™Æ
aZÅY$ËìXZ(Ckƒ@ì�ŒÛMyZzgQlkZsò
¸Z2)Ñ<(ä›âV~)zZ]Ågzb6zZymJä
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~æŠÅXóó
Íc�!{3ªî EOEZk!]Ãt™g„ì�|á~0ðYäzZàçÑCzèIŠgzÈ~

Æ'@ÔZsòçÑ}~£tz�ÛZøÆjZáÐåîg6)zZ]Zzg'Z'~Ægz)õGOÃ
�ÛzrŠcŠåXtçÑCZŠZg:ÜsæÜÅâiZG{›Q!ï OGÆaZëxZ]Åqï‰X

Éñ�Š{Šzg~Ì4CZzgçÙ·z]~ËçÑzV~¸ðeg}Zzg›zW¹»
�Þƒ$Ë�X

ZÏ§bZqZzgZsòçÑCgzZeZp]Zzg¸ðeg}Æ0!{3ªî EOEÒy™Cì�
ó]æÜÆ¯gUˆ|]·~äZ#ÖÆÓxZ�ÛZŠ~Zp]Zzg¸ðeg}Æ_!]Ã

ZkZsò )04( �ÛzrŠcZzg'̀+ZzgZ»gÃW:~¸ð¸ð¯™'ZŠgZ:gº~Ý™Šc
gzZeÆ¬gs~!{3ªî EOE—ìX

It is possible to see the egalitarian ideal of Islam as a

practical way of fostering brotherly love by reducing

all men to the same social and political level. )14(

LLZsxÆçÑC)zZ]ÆZßwÃëZkÚø~ŠNM
��ZkÐÓxßÍVÃçÑCZzg(ÏR6'Z'~»Zßw
ZCDƒñó¸ðeg}ZzgZp]Å½ŠbeƒY@ìXóó

!{3ªî EOEZsòZp]ÆãŠ~ZßßVÅzŸsÆ‚B‚BZk»f!§iÓ#ÖÐ
».ÞÌ7™g„ì�|]·~ä›âVÆaT§iÓ#ÖÃIHåÔZk~
ÓxD©zZGVÐÜsÃ™Dƒñ›âVÃÜsZqèIgºZzg¸ðeg}~6z
ŠcåXZ�]hf!§iÓ#Ö~úZxÃQÐZ¸ðV~„HY@ìX��

Íc�›âV»ZIf[Æ§iÓ#ÖÐÃcCZ%s )24( ›âVÆa*‡.ÞJwì
èIƒÅOñZKãŠ~x]ÐzZÕ»ZÖgìÔZqf!e°Æ¯ÐZsò
çÑCZŠZgÅdW�Û´ZzgZ7ñ�Š{ŠzgÆæ¹zf!çÑzV~FzóŠ¶Å¢zg]
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6ZÜZgZkÆZ›¾hÅ¶0„ìX

)Š($›å GOŠZizZ`Å‘Òï OG
ZIZsxZzg9Zsx|]·~ÆjZáÐX$›å GOŠZizZ`6WåÐà:

»%̈[ñçqg;ìXPyäZKÃ~Zkñçq6Á™cÅìXZkK~!{3ªî EOE

—��ZIf[›âVÆaZqÐiZZ�áŠ-VÅZYi]Ã{µ^ãpZéÆ
@,ìw™ÆZk6š~W™D�X�g`‰Lwxó›yìcÅáZãi0ÏÆ*

XZÏ )34( ”{›ë6F�T~|Ð}icŠ{f!ìÑ]z¦gZ]Ã7HŠì
§bf!*Š+tZ‹ZnÌZVD��ŒÛWyœ~›âVÃàz‰ÜÜsegúgÂV
ÐïbÅZYi]ìÔ²9ZsxÃZk0È~ÐIŒÛZgŠcŠìX®Z|]·~6

Muhammad: )Íf!v(áZ+64ÆZ²Zâ]ÎñYD�X)X»!{3ªî EOEäZK"
X )44( Æ¬![~−E™{Hì( A Biography of the Prophet

f!*Š+ÆZyZ‹ZŸ]»æÜ�Z[Šïƒñ!{3ªî EOEzZã™Cì�ZkŠzgÅ
²[Š*~Zq�áŠ~ÅgzZe*a¶XicŠ{�áŠcV™*³]z‡gÅ´#ÖåXZqD©
çÑ}~Ò]ZizZ`*¦kƒYCìX²ŹuZLÆZmY™Zx|]ŠZîŠmZ?xZzg
|]ÑymZ?xÆ"uzWwxÆjZáÐ!ªÌ¼icŠ{Zo7ìXZyÆ
‚t9Zsx»$›å GOŠZizZ`»çnÂ!Ç"¢g‚¥xƒ@ìXtÎO!Çßì�

XZkñçq6!{3ªî EOEäWÀ]~ )54( |]·~)Íf!v(ÒÉåEO]I~~2¸
ÅÓx�áŠ-VÆZò[zzZu]Ã!©}ÿ

EO‹cCIt~ÒyHìX6�Zkñçq6
ZkäZKgZñ-VŠ~ìX

These Marriages were not romantic or sexual love

affairs but were undertaken largely for practical

ends.( 64 )
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LLM\~Åt�áŠcVgzââ~cÒç5]7ÉzWZWœ
i¢zgc]Æ�Åˆ‰Xóó

!{3ªî EOEäZKZkgZñÃ'×hZk§bzZãHìX
Muhammad's marriages usually had a political aim.

He was starting to establish an entirely different kind

of clan, based on ideology rather than kinship, but

the blood tie was still a sacred value and helped to

cement this experimental community.( 74 )

LL|]·~Å�áŠcVÀ˜(Ï£œÆ”wÆa‰X
z{åîg6ZnÆ\ÅãŠgpzZá¸X��pã
ŒÛZ"ŠZg~ÅOñÃcCãŠzV6‡ìƒg;åXppãģ
Z[ÌZqlkŠg¶XZzgZkäŠ!C)®)Z#Ö(Ã

¢o¯ä~æŠŠ~¶Xóó
ZÏ§b›âVÃàz‰Üeg�áŠ-VÅZYi]ÆZ6c™Dƒñ!{3ªî EOEäZk

Æ¬zrÔZzgÑZ_6-gzÝeZàìX!{3ªî EOEÅgZñ~›âVÃàz‰Üegç-VÃ
gpÅZYi]ËÈÙÆîg67É™�Y)bÆiÆîg6Š~ˆ¶XZk¬~
»g�ÛâÕ6gzÝeZsƒñ!{3ªî EOEg¶§ZiìX

Polygamy was designed to ensure that unprotected

women would be decently married, and to abolish the

old loose, irresponsible liaisons; men could have

only four wives and must treat them equitably;  it

was an unjustifiably wicked act to devour their

property. The Qur'an was attempting to give women

a legal status that most western women would not
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enjoy until the nineteenth century.( 84 )

LLMZÑizZY»ÑZkZ%ÃD¯*å�"cgzæŠÇgúgÂVÅ
v[Z0Zi~�áŠ~ƒZzg6ZãóMiZŠZ:Zzg)f)ŠZgZ:MÙÇV
»{ØƒX%Š)àz‰Ü(ÜsegçcVgÄMZzgZyÆ
‚B)z~|u™äÆ0È¸XZzgZy)úgÂV(ÅYGZŠÃ
EÙ\™**Z»°6F(z{÷åXŒÛMyúgÂVÃZq‡âãgû
Š¶ÅÃÒ™g;åX��Ff!pZ&ZÞ,œ~JÌ
qÝ7™0ð‰Xóó

PyÆ¯Ð$›å GOŠZizZ`ÆZ6f!*Š+ÅW»ÜZsÆ‚B�Z[Ô
Zå,œ~Æf!e°iÆZsxÆ0µóZzg„~gs*]»WsŠZgìX

)g(Zsx~£t²ZV
PyäZKÃ§]~Zsò¸Z2ÆjZáÐ›pZ&ÆZyÑ¦£tÃÌ

ñçqc¯cìÔXÆ0íà:Æfg)ZIf[ÃåeZ{Á¥â]Q
g„�XZKZkdÁâ5Æ!̄z{ZsxÃúgÂV6ƒz$hå GIOŠ™äzZáè<ØÆîg6
Y…�X

–wPyZIf[pŠÃWiZŠ~²ZVZzg£t²ZVÆbŠZgZzg!ãIã¦g™D
�Ô²Zsòx]ÆjZáÐ›úg]ÃZ•ð¤xz6gZzgZ¡wiŠ{6Æîg6
7HY@ìXZIf[ÆZk§¯„ÆjZáÐ!{3ªî EOE—ì�f!*Š+ZÒpZ&
ÆjZáÐŒÛWyœ6tZ²ZxÎD��ZkÅx]pZ&Ð))zc:|uÅqï
�XZzgZy~ŠzCÙ}£g0ñYD�X}¸Z2zgZVÔ�úgÂVÃZL¸ÇVÅÚ
)ÎZK5i0ÏÑzq™äÆa$ÌZŠZ™*7@ì(ÛzMìXZÏ§b‡ây

ÞŠ]~úg]ÃÍZ„Š¶ÅZYi]ÂŠ~ˆì1%ŠzVÅÚZyÅÍZ„ÛwÅ
X )94( qïì
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ZyÓxZ²Zâ]Æ�Z[~!{3ªî EOEäŒÛWyœÅx]ÆjZáÐ£t²ZVÃ
!©}ÿ
EOÒyHìÔ�‚Â,œ~{~~›yúgÂVÆ´z{ËÌ!-)åGOyè<ØzçÑ}

ÅpZ&ÃqÝ:¸XZK%èÐ�áŠ~»hÔ7Òü
E

Æfg){z0ÐeÏ»hÔh$Ô
4Ô»gz!gZzgzgZV~ÑZ•ŠZg~Æfg)çÙ£tÔZ,Zz!ZŠZâ]¸MVä

›ëÆZ‹Zs~!{3ªî EOE—ìX Zy )05( ‚Â,œ~Å3ƒðúg]ÃLZzg!z‡g£x«H
In the context of the twentieth century when, we

should remember, we are still campaigning for equal

rights for women-this Qur'anic legislation does seem

prohibitive. But in seventh century Arabia it was

revolutionary. We must remember what life had been

like for women in the Pre-Islamic period when

female infanticide was the norm and when women

had no rights at all. Like slaves, women were treated

as an inferior species, who had no legal existence. In

such a primitive world, what Muhammad achieved

for women was extraordinary. The very idea that a

woman could be a witness or could  inherit anything

at all in her own right was astonishing. We must also

recall that in Christian Europe, women had to wait

until the nineteenth century before they had anything

similar: even then, the law remained heavily

weighted towards men.( 15 )

LL�,œ~Æ(tzòt~…t!]cŠgDec�
t ZëZÌJúgÂVÆ)zc:£tÅî`gì�X
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ŒÛMã¸Z2…g»z^Š3ðŠï�Xp‚Â,œ~Æ
²[~tZz!ZŠZâ]¸X…tÌcŠǵec�iâ:I
ZiZsx~úgÂVÅi0ÏÅHZÌ¶XZ¸VÃaZö

Æz‰ÜO™Šb©wÅ!]¶XZzgZúg]Ã‡Ãð
£tqÝ:¸XÝñVÅ§búgÂVÆ‚BËS‘t»
‚|uHY@óTÅÃð‡âãw:¶XZkZ’Zð)

v[Š*~|]·~äúgÂVÆa�¼Hóz{
)©àZÌ»qïåXúgÂV»ÍZ{àcZK%èÐzgZV
�ghqÝ™*ZqªZyÁÃtåX…tÌcŠǵec�
|ð-g\~úgÂVÃZ,£tÆ”wÆaZÞ,œ~
JZOg™*7ZX©�AÌ‡ây»qî%ŠzVÅ§s„
åXóó

!{3ªî EOEZsxÆf!*Š+ÆZ‹ZŸ]Æ�Z[~Ô›yúg]ÅZd�Yz‡âã
w»Ô:ÜsIZiZsxÅ²[úg]ÔÉZÞ,œ~Åf!úg]Å�YwÐÌ

».Þ7™g„ìXZsxäaŠ{Î‚wI›úg]Ã��YzçÙ£t«™Šb¸Ôz{
£t²ZVÆ„CÙbŠZgf!çÑ}äZÞ,œ~JZKpZ&ÃÇîg6º!7
K¸XúgÂVÆjZáÐZk$Wögz)õGOÆ0!{3ªî EOEä|ðèIx]zgËZc]Ã

X )25( −ÒyHìX~úgÂVÃSZzgŠzu}ŠgZÅ‘tÆîg67HŠì
ZIf[Ã]hf!|ðúg]Å"Â−~»WsŠ3Dƒñ!{3ªî EOEgBZiìX

It is not fair to blame Muhammad and Islam for their

misogyny, If muslim women today reject some of the

freedoms that we feel we have offer them, this is not

due to perversity but becuase the western view of

women and the relations between the sexes is

confused. We preach equality and liberation, but at
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the same time exploit and degrade women in

advertising, pornography and much popular

entertainment in a way that muslims find alien and

offensive. ( 35 )

LLúgÂVÐÜZg~)ZzgÐ](ÆçA~ZsxZzg|]
·~ÃñgŠZ²ZxŒÛZgŠbŒÛ+Z»s7ìX)øg}ìw
~(M`Å›yúg]Zk§bÅMiZŠ~ÃpŠ„’Zg„ì
��ë)ZIf[(ZÐ7™gì�XZk»:ZkÅ

eZ„)cÁ[(7ìÉpZ&Zzg%ŠziyÆ!b©]
Æ!g}~f!ÎaZzg¿ZkÆ‚t"uãZzg»°u
J*oƒ¦k7™D�Xë)ZIf[(pZ&Å
MiZŠ~Zzg'Z'~ÆbŠZg�XpZkÆ‚B‚BZ3gZ]ó

eóg~ZzgFnÅ=w¬x¸%]Æfg)pZ&ÅE?
»�‚ây™D�ó›y)SîpZ&(ZÐ:Üs*I
™D�ÉgŠ¿»ZÖgÌ™D�Xóó

-VräZyñç¬]Å�{ZzgµcZñ~zŸs™DƒñZsòx]
Æ0ZIf[Æf~V~ñ�ŠZDwzZ·xÃŠzg™äÅ6ïmÃÒÅìX

ÂLLQ&ö OóóÅzŸs
rŒÛMy0u~|]·~ÆaZEwK‰ÂLQ&ö Oó6§qÝc™C

ìXŒÛMy~ZÒ£â]6|]·~ÃLQ&ö OÑóÆÄÐågZŠìXªL*pZ0{ÑóZzg
|]·~Æ!g}~ZyÅ*pZ0Ï»to{ZyÆZAò�xÆ7Z:UÅ6izg@G
™@ìX@ë¼f!e°iäZyÆZkÄ6W™DƒñtŠúòHì�LQ&ö Oó»

ÈL*pZ0{ó7'ecYè@̀ƒäÅwÐ|]·~ä�áh™Å¼:¼
Z’ZðZ¦ZŠqÝ™àƒXZ7)ZIf[Ã(¢ì�Zy)|]·~(ÆZkŠúòÐ
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%ZŠ�z{Zy7|)*pZ0{(ßÍVÆÑ¸)Šg|tÌà:ÅLQ&ö OóÆ!g}~ZqZzg
pŠ‚�@zsì(Xz{ßv¸X6ZkÐI}Z»LÃð—*iw7ƒZåXZkÃ̀

ÐLQ&ö OóÐ%ZŠ)·Š~±ÆßÍV»ÑåXZÏ§b¼Zzg!{3¨4è EE
GEäZkñçq6MÐ

(_ƒñZ•ðß@zs7ÅìóZy»Iì�LQ&ö OóÂLQ%î OóÐmg‚ìXT»
X )45( ÈìZ#Öc¸xZzgZk§bZkÄ»ÈáìLZK¸x»Ñó

rf!!{3¨4è EE
GEÅZyÂ¶]»�Z[ŠïƒñzZã™Cì�ÂLQ&ö OóZzgLQ%î Oó»

pÆZ±gÐM:~Šzg»Ìm7ìXZzg›âVÆ4ŠqÌÂLQ&ö OóÅt
@zÞ]Z•ð*Ih{�XZy@zÞ]Æú»g�ÛâèIt]»6Š{ZVDƒñrf!
!{3¨4è

EE
GEÅf†zZã™Cì�½ãZqDÙZg‚wÐë¸ŠNgì��ZIf[Zk!]
Ãâ+cË§bÌ»g7��|]·~ZqZ-ZzgÇ9Z:wÆâ´

X )55( ¸X)YèZIf[Æ4ŠqZsxŠgZÝ|áÅ„™~ƒð$�ó^ì(

rZIf[ÆZyZ‹ZŸ]»�Z[ŠïƒñìwªCÙ™Cì�|Ât
ì�ÂLQ&ö OóÅZsògzZî¨Ã½™*Z•ð)xŠ3ðŠêìXYè§]ÆãŠ~
$ó~~LÌ|]·~Æ™7"»f™ñ�Š7ìXZ7ZL%ZÏóg~Å

¢zg]ƒCÂz{ËŠzu}7ñ‘¿L‰|]ZñÔÃZ5Y™zZDXZy»ZL7"™Å
&¢Ã‚g~i0ÏÖñǵZq¹(ZŠð�ƒ@ZzgZk�ÛZeÃL)ZÜ¹w•ƒäÆ
´z{óZãE²áÆa'ŒÛZgǵÌ*eŠ3ðŠêìXSîZz{CÙz‰ÜZLßÍV

XZkZÅzŸs~ZqZzgZëUÃúcV™Dƒñr )65( ÆŠgxyy}gT¸
: ZkcÃ-Vwì

"The interpretation of ummi as illiterate is very early

indeed: it is also of great importance to Muslims. It
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has rather the same symbolic significance as the

notion  of the  Virgin Bir th  in Chr is tianity,

emphasising the purity required of a man or woman

who brings the Word of God to mankind: the

revelation must not be qualified by purely human

                  input." )75(

LLŠg|ÂLQ&ö Oóc*pZ0{Å̈¹Z’ZðiâäÐì
Zzg9Zsx»tÄ›âVÆèIZNŠ~Z•ðZÌ»
qïìXŠgZÝZkÅZÌ)Zsx~(Z+„ì6�

|á~|]%*mZ?x».ZgZƒ*XT§b|]
%*mZ?xÃ)|]}ÃaZ™äÆa(Z̈ãMßŠÏ

ÐŠzgg3ŠZk§b|]·~ÃÌzk‰{ØM�ã
Š"ÐgzÙk™äÆaîDÐŠzgg3ŠX@�ZAò
ZÖp»¼kZzgw#Ö'ŒÛZggìXóó

Íc�|]·~ÃLQ&ö Oó)*pZ0{(gp~Zv¬\Åt{mÕ©V¶�ˆ
ZiZVŒÛMy™*‰7{úZAò¯x~ËnÆZ̈ãExcZÖpÅMöl»ŠzgŠzgJZky
!¹:gìXZkVwÐPyäf!ZI¯ÃLÑZòóÅZ˜b6W»)ZKèIgzZe

Ð(6æÜ�Z[7HìX
ZÏÕ6¼Šñç¬]ÆjZáÐ!{3ªî EOEä%æFNgZzg‹cCItÆfg)Zsò
x]zZ©â]»Yì¬gs7HìX�ZIf[ZzgZIZsxÆŠgxyŠz*:gzZ*Zzg

 ëW°ÅcaZ™ä~ã~™ŠZgZŠZ™}ÇX

3DPyÅÃ§]~�Ûz*ZÇ
PyÅÃ§]~9õÍÆ!z�ŠÔ‰£â]6!{3ªî EOE„zûÅtZzgZ·x»
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Dgƒð�XZsò@gõZzgx]»Š±_·gpÆ!z�Š!{3ªî EOE¼ñç¬‹ŒÛWyœÅ
Çƒ7™äÐ‡Üg„ìXZkÆ´z{¼£â]6!{3ªî EOEgzZîZsòñ�Ð
Šg}Z²ZnzZ�Zs™CŠ3ðŠîìXëP£â]Å¶0„™D�X

1DugLZºZ@ZÅ›ÐöWóZzgà:
The Satanic ~Muhammad:A Biography of the Prophet PyäZKÂ[

)-ãWc](ÆÄZyÐLugZºZ@óÆpÐi·zZ§Ãd~ÆjZáÐ−Òy Verses

XŠgZÝ¼à:ZnÆæ¹ExSî)ZsòÑ<ÆãŠ~–~(ŒÛWy )85( Hì
Zzgug6¤ÏÐó»x™Dgì�XZzgZke~"Ñg¤Z×g}â]ÌZ�xŠ~

�X1Àòîg6tà:ZyãŠ~ZsòEx~„CÙdïÆ*x6ùÆÕ1™
ZsòÑ<ÅãŠzVÃ$zg™*eT�XZkÑÃ0tŠJàäÆaz{Zsò

x]zzZu]Å‚~Òy™Š{gzZc]ÃZLðIGzçVZzg@zÞ]Ð'×#èGOE™Æ
Zk§b7™D��ZyÆf!‡gMÂZq§sÔÎZz‡]ZIZsxÌŒÛWyzugÅ

ô…3ï E
GGZzgDÆjZáÐ“uz×]»DgƒYD�XZsò@gõ»tzZ§ÌZÏ

X )95( eÅZqš~ì
)-ãWc](Æ*xÐczsZk 'The satanic Verses' ZsxÆf!*Š+~

‰Z’Zð!{3¨4è EE
GEZzgQ (Theodor Noldeke) ¹egâ®q (William Muir) zZ§Ãz@ñg

ä§]gÎwZv~6èˆZK>]~ (W. Montgomery Watt) z@ñ"5À,ç EHY~zZ^
X²Z0ZGt)x&051|(ÔZ0÷x )06( ZÅ�.çE~ZzgZ0ÄÅgzZc]ÆjZáÐ×ÒyHì
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901(ZkzZ§ÆÒyZzgZkÆ‹bÆaz�G - ~½ãWJÐiZZ,])m101 Mecca
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)x&812|(ÔZÅg;5Ðö XG)x&185|(ÔZ0M)x&477|(Ô‡èÈn)x&445|(ÔZÅ?)x&176|(Ô
ZÅ›4-öGE)x&558|(ZzgZŸ»ã)x&0521|(‰Zsò@gõÆŠâYñgðZzgMy+fY™Zx‰

´)*ÜZ−+Z]ãÔñÑ*Z1ZÑdñŠzŠ~òÔ¦ÚLòZzg·@«äZk"ãŠ¹ãÃ
X )16( gŠHì

!{3ªî EOEäZkñçqÆjZáÐZsxŠÔ*Š+ÆZ²Zâ]»f™Hì�ZkzZ§Æ
jZáÐZIf[|]·~Æ9Z:™ŠZg6”hW™Dƒñë��:

Z(¿�ZAòZÖpÃZKpZ÷]Æ_.ps™Š}ÔùCÑƒYì?
HZqÇZzgZ-ÑÃZAòZzg-ãZÖp~×™äÆ‡.Þ:ƒ*ecå?
HZvÆ9ÃicŠ{ßÍVÃŠZ]{Š+~ŠZ4™äÆaZAòZÖpÃ$w¢ec?

X )26( z){z){
ZkWÆjZáÐZIZsx»ñ�Òy™Dƒñ!{3ªî EOE—ì�ZIf[Ãt

!]f‚dgDec�›yZk¹ãÃ"ãŠZzg)!}åO‘ŒÛZgŠï�Xz{ZLỲÃ
ÅtÂä7™D��ZkzZ§»ŒÛWy™*~u}ÐÃðf™ñ�Š7ìZzgQt�
Zsò@gõÆZÍAZzgƒÐZë§]ógZ0ZGtäZKÂ[~ZkzZ§»ÃðE™{

7HZzg:„â,œ~{~Æx&CåO$™ZxÅÃugL9gg~óZzgL9›ó~Zy»
}f™MìX›yZkzZ§»ÜsZkaZïg7™D�ZkÐZyÆŠ+6W»
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X )36( UÀìÔÉZkÅzzZkgzZe»0t¡Ð‚�ƒ*ì
zZ§Å¬]Æˆ!{3ªî EOEZCfZCû{-VÒy™CìX

Even as it stands in Tabari's history the story of the

satanic verses does not suggest that Muhammad was

making a cynical compromise. The tradition says that

when Muhammad heard that the verses he had

uttered had been inspired by the Shaitan, he was

devastated. But, Tabari says, God had immediately

comforted him by sending down a revelation which

told him that all the previous prophets had made

similar 'Satanic mistakes'. This was not a disaster,

because God always improved matters by sending

down replacement verses which were far superior to

the ones that had to be discarded.( 46 )

LL6�d~Å@gõ~ÒyHŠì�-ãMc]Å¹ãÐ
CÙ¦tªCÙ7ƒ@�|]·~ŒÛ÷lÐËfZC¢ŠÆa
ÃðõM™gì¸XÉgzZeCCì�Z|]·~ät
‹�ZrVä-yÆikZW¼Mc]ˆz]™Š~‰Âz{ŠI™
g{‰Xpód~Òy™D��óZv¬\ä¯g~îg64zwzk

ÐZy6]»43ïGEG*iw�ÛâðXT~Z7CcŠ�¦¸ÓxZmYÐ
Z+™VƒCg„�)X»êx-yå(XtËn„»7Ð:
åYèZv¬\äå*tMc]Æ4zwÐç5]Ã4¯cì
�™cƒäzZàMc]Ð$g˜ZaƒC�Xóó

ZÏzZ§ÆK~ŒÛWyœÅô…3ï E
GGÆjZáÐ!{3ªî EOEä¼ŠWc]ŒÛWã»jZ!
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XŠâà:ÅWgZÅcz~~!{3ªî EOEäZkzZ§ÆÒy~ZÂù] )56( 7Hì
7Å�ÔXÐzZãƒ@ì�Zkä/gfY™ZxÅMgZYÅgzÝ~ZkzZ§Åz̧q
5k~»Çgœ7HÔ1gzZî“uz2]ÅOñf!*Š+ÅWÆ�Z[~ZL

ÏZsòñ�»ŠÃq™äÅÃÒÌÅìXpØ#ë�!{3ªî EOEzZ§ÅZÆÃóz
czèZ0Zi~YiZzgZsòÃ̀ÐÒy™äÐ‡Üg„ìX

[XzZ§ZuZzcZ`
Zk )66( PyäZsò@gõÆZëzZ§ÔZuZzcZ`Ô6ZKÃ~×cÅì

ñçq6ZsògzZc]ÆE™}Æ‚B‚B!{3ªî EOEäfZC‘:ìÑ]»ÌZÖgHìX
ŠzâVÃ§]~ZkcÃ−7"Ðt!]zZãƒCì�zZ§ZuZÆjZáÐ

PyÅ¥â]¸„)RrŠgÐZ~”{�X}z{ZKÂ[~)ZkzZ§Å¬]
Òy™}Æˆ(û{™Dƒñ—�X

The Qur'an is reticent about this vision. He saw only

God's signs and symbols not God himself, and later

mystics emphasized the paradox of this transcendent

insight, in which Muhammad both saw and did not

see the divine essence. 

Later muslims began to piece together these

fragmentary references to create a coherent narrative.

Influenced perhaps by the stories told by Jewish

mystics of their ascent through the seven heavens to

the throne of God, they imagined their prophet

making a similar spiritual flight.( 76 )
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LLŒÛMyZkgzáÆ!g}~icŠ{,Òy7™@X|]
·~äÜs}ZÅ¶*VZzg´â]ŠBX&Z]pŠ}ZÃ

7Š¬XZzgˆÆß5YäZkâzgZðù]ÆpÐ́
!¯Z]K6izgŠc�|]·~äZ�C�CÙÃŠÙ
ƒñÌ:Š¬XZzgˆZiZV›âVäZybz~jZßVÃ�h
™Zq%1o¹ãúŠ~X�áh‚]M�âVÐ¦g™}ZÆ
ªJîÆjZáÐ·Š~ß5YÅ¹EVÆikZW
ZrVä¦gH�9ZsxÌZÏnÅgzqãcZ`6‰
ƒVÐXóó

!{3ªî EOEäzZ§ZuZÆzZu]Ã)k?ÎZÅ)åEZ<ØÅŠZÜƒäÆ*ðZK„Æ
_.(‚òèZ<Ø)·ŠeÔ|áZzgZsx(~Z½ÎI~ZzgèIgzZŠZg~ÃU"™ä
ÆaZEwHìXZkÅg~ÃÒ~Zkä¹Ð)0ÁÜÃ!ë%1o™Šc
ìX}:

kz�)|ÇVZzg·Š-V»lkà(ÅS¤Ð¥ôÅìX 1D
!{3ªî EOE»Šúòì�›âVäZkzZ§Æbz~jZßVÃ�h™Zq%1o¹ãú 2D
Š~ìX
zZ§ZuZÃ·Š~–~${ð GOsÐZ~”{ŒÛZgŠcìX 3D
°xgîe}Zz0~»ŠúòHìX 4D
!{3ªî EOEä)¸„|ðèI¥â]gpÅzzÐ(ÃtÖwÃ|]·~Æ‚B 5D

Ý™ŠcìX®ZzZ§ZuZÆjZáÐ!{3ªî EOEÅÒy™Š{¬]Ðt&òGWúcV
ƒ@ì�tÃðŠ-âÑðZzgZTg~w»ZqzZ§ìX�Zkñçq6ñß†Å
*»°¥â]»�áÄ:ìX

`XŒÛWyœÅÎgÂVÅFK:
~tŠúòHì� Muhammad: A biography of the Prophet !{3ªî EOEäZKÂ[

ŒÛWy™*ÅÎgÂVÅñ�Š{FKWÀ]~Æz™wÆ½ãä‚wˆ056Y~Ô
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ÓäR6Z(gÅˆXZLZkñ�ÅzŸs~Py—�X
As it stands, the Qur'an does not present the various

suras in the order in which they were uttered by

Muhammad. When the first official compilation of

the Qur'an was made in about 650, some twenty

years after Muhammad's death, the editors put the

longer suras at the beginning and the shortest, which

include those revealed earliest to the Prophet, at the

end.( 86 )

LL6�Z%zZ§ìóŒÛMy™*~ZÎgÂVÅFKZk§b
76�|]·~ä7S‰)Zy6*iwƒð‰(
|]·~Æz™wÆ½ã)02(‚wˆ056{~~
Z«%ûu»g~R6ŒÛMy™*Å¦zDz+»¿Z�x
ŠcŠÂ%�äŠg}îsÎg'Ñzq~Zzg¿F+Îg'
)�ƒt~~ÆZzZbiâ:~*iwƒN(My~gÄ
Š,Xóó

ŠgZÝ¦¸Fœ-VÐà:ÅZq(~®ZŠp}ŒÛWyZzgFKŒÛWy6WÃ
( W i l l i a m  M u i r ) z@ñg ( N o l d e k e ) ñçqc¯Cg„ìXT~â®q
‰(Arthur Jeffery) ZzgWgê83«ç EGE~ (Blachere) šè (J.M. Rodwell) ZXZ*XgZezs

à:Æ*x‡.Þf™�XZyƒÅW»Zqœ�Ntì�ŒÛWy™*ÅWc]Å
FKÂD)¬ZÅ:ö XWÐFK”{(7É4zàìXZzgZÏ§bÎgÂVÅFKWÀ]~

Æz™wÆä‚wˆÇ¢yñ~0tŠJâX!{3ªî EOEä!h4lç NGI:ÆZÏaÃÅ
cz~ÅìX

à:ÅZkß.»�Z[ZsòZŠ[ÆzWfí}~�áï¼ŠÃ~ÜZs
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1¸„!{3ªî EOEÅZyÃJg‚ð7ƒ0ðX )96( Æ‚B0cY@ì

»è<Ø m Š+ZsxÜsMwZ�³
PyMgx7Z8äZKÃ§]~!g;ZLZkÒyÃŠCÙZcì�ZsxÃð¬K

è<Ø7ÉÜs²1VÅgZÉðc*iwƒZå6�·ŠeÜsMw©[)µ
ZuZL(c*iwƒZåXZ%›âVäZL9)·~(Æz™wÆˆZkÃ(Ï

£œÆ”wc¬Kè<ØÆîg6Š9Ñzq™ŠcX
: ZLZkìwÆZÖgcr—ì

"But Muhammad never had any idea that he was

founding a new world religion. This was to be a religion

for the Arabs, who seem to have been left out of the

divine plan." )07(    

LL|]·~äLÌZ(áy7Hå�z{Zq¬@è<ØÅ
ãŠgÄgì¸Xtè<Ø)Zsx(Üs²1VÆa„åXÎ
ZAòµ"~Ñ•Ðøzxg3ŠåXóó
Íc�rÆìw~ZsxÅ4zw»ÑÜstå�´Z�³mZ?x�ZÌ

J}ZÅ§sÐ*iw”{ËZAò�xÐøzx¸XZyÅ@ZeÆa9ZzgZAò
: Â[ÈYñXZLZkìwÅ@G~z{'×hgBZiì
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"There is no evidence that Muhammad saw Islam as a

universal re ligion which would  supersede the

revelations of the People of the Book. It was still a

religion for the sons of Ishmael, as Judaism was a

religion for the sons of Jacob." )17(

LLZ+ÃðÞŠ]ñ�Š7�|]·~äZsxÃL¬Kè<Ø
Œƒ�ZIÂ[ÅZAòx]Å(áYåXZÌJt

è<ØÜsMwZ�³mZ?xÆaå6�·ŠeMw©[
mZ?x»è<ØåXóó

ªrÅgZñ~|]·~Åƒ»ÑË«ZAòÑ<Ã™c™*
7ÉÜsMwZ�³mZ?xÆa5Ñ<»Z̀ZY™*åXYè¬Ðñ�ŠZAò

èZ<Ø)|áZzg·Še(ZLiâ:4zwÅ§bôpZzgYì¸ZzgZy~Ëp~c5
: Ñ<Å¢zg]:¶XZKZkgZñ»räÂ[~Z»V6ZÖgHì}

"Muhammad now believed that al-Llah had sent him as

a prophet to all the Arabs." )27(

LL|]·~Z[%æFN¢¸�Zv¬\äZ7Óx²1VÆa
9¯™5åXóó

"Islam continued to be seen as the religion of the Arabs,

just as Judiasm was the religion of the sons of

Israel" )37(

LLZsxÜs²1VÆè<ØÆîg6„Y*Y@g;Z,„6�
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·ŠeMwZuZL»è<ØåXóó
rÆZyÓxÒ*]»̈][tì�Š+ZsxZzg9ZsxÜs²1VªMw

Z�³mZ?xÅ§s¬_K‰¸XZsxZq¬Kè<Ø7ÉZqºm´ºZzg
±ÆßÍVÅ@Zec*iwƒZåX6�·Šeºm´ºZzg±ÆßÍV»Š+åX
®Z·Šz»gòÃZsxÅV™äÅÃð¢zg]7ìXYèţ~¬„}ZÅ§sÐ
ZAòÑ<ÅqïZzg@ZecC�X

˜VJr»ZsxÅ¬Ke6Z‹ZnìÂPyZkÎaÅqï«f!e°7
ìXÓx·Šz»gò»¸o{ì�Zsx¬KŠ+7ÉZkÅx]Üs²1VÆa
�XÉZyÅZqM®ZŠÂu}ÐZk!]Å„‡b7�|]·~}ZÆ9ZzgŒÛMy
ˆZvÅZAòÂ[ìXZ+ßg�w~Z¤¼à:Zk!]Å¤&™D��|]
·~ZvÆFÑZzgŒÛMyœZAòÂ[ìXÂtÌhÆZ‹ZsÆáZŠsìX

Zsò„ŠZ]:·Šez¾Z+ÐZ~”{
rZKÃ~YOZkgZñ»ZÖg™Cì�|]·~ä·Š-VÆ‚B

gzZ*Z2Zg™äÅ¾nÐ·Šz»gòÅ„ŠZ]Ã›âV~gZòHåXZLZkìw»
: ZÖg™Dƒñr—ì

"Since First' Aqaba Muhammad had introduced some

important Jewish practices. He was obviously reaching out

eagerly to the Jews in the oasis, and must have been looking

forward to working and praying with the people of this older

revelation, after such a long period of Isolation. He

instructed Mu'sab to hold a special meeting for Muslims on

Friday afternoons, at the time when the Jews would be

preparing for their Sabbath; this linked the new service with

the Jewish festival, while at the same time keeping a tactful

distance. Next he prescribed a fast for Muslims on the

Jewish Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement), which was
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held on the 10th of the Jewish month of Tishri: the Muslim

fast was accordingly called 'Ashura', which in Arabised

Aramaic means 'the tenth'. Muslims were now to pray in the

middle of the day, as the Jews did; hitherto they had only

made the salat in the morning and evening, rising also

during the night to keep vigils. Muslims were now told that

they could marry Jewish women and eat Jewish food. They

did not observe all the Jewish dietary laws, however, but

only a modified version, which was remarkably similar to

that which was given in the acts of the Apostles to the

gentile converts to Christianity." )47(

LL³µZz\)Æiâä(ÐÔ|]·~ä¹Ï·Š~
„ŠZ]Ã”gs™zZcXz{)|]·~((~¤XÙÐÔZk4y
~ó·Š-VÐgZ‚Z2Zg™*eT¸ZzgÑiòîg6ÔZqîs
²áÅçÑCËðÆó̂ZkŠ*F+è<ØÆcz»gzVÆ
‚BïV™g�Zzg„ŠZ]™äÅ!"(~¤ÏÐÑÇ¿Ã
'zñ»gÑgì¸XZrVä!{šïEñÃ@ZeÅ�›âVÆa

-Å�PZq)èI(Z½q»ZÈxHYñXtz{z‰ÜåZ
·Š~ZL-x9Å»g~™gìƒD¸X-Vz{)|]·~(
(~ÕzŠZ*ðÆ‚BóZqoƒÃ,gnƒñÔZK„Š]Ã
·Š-VÅ„Š]Æ‚BëM}™gì¸XZkÆˆZrV
)|]·å(ä·Š-VÆ-xÁg)��·Š~rgÆ¹
LL$lç
GLI~óó»ŠÎZVŠyƒ@ì(Æ0›âVÃ¬Šc�z{ZkŠy
Åw#ÖÆÒp~Ôgzi{g3™,X›âVÆgzi}Ã¬Øg{¹
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Y@ìT»ÈŠÎZVìX›y��ZkÐIÜsðZzg
�áxúiZŠZ™DÔ̧Z[ŠyÆz‰~Ì„Š]™*Ñzqƒ

‰X)Z¤pz{gZ]Æz‰~ÌZJÆ„Š]™D¸(
›âVÃZ[CcŠ�z{:Üs·Š~úgÂVÐ�áŠ~™M�
É·Š-VÅ)'w(pgZuÌ3M�X›yó·Š-VÅ
pgZu)'wzwZx(ÆÓx¸Z2Å0È~7™D¸@ëtZy
¸Z2ÅZqZ&b”{ßg]¶X�‡.Þf™uJZy¸Z2Ð

z̃¸�|ð)gÍVä)Z’Z~(|áJw™äzZá
))·Š~(ßÍVÃCñXóó
Íc�|]·~äæÜMæÆˆúi-»ZÈxóŠyÆz‰ÜúiÅZŠZ5ó-x

¬Øg{»gzi{ZzgŠv„ŠZ]Zv¬\ÆZ©â]ÅOMzg~Æa7É¡·Š-VÆ‚B
pÎZg%ZÌ‡ì™äÆaZyÅÇ~ÑzqÅ‰XZqŠzu}£x6rZÏnÆ
ìÑ]»ZÖg™Dƒñ—ìX

"They also seemed to have practised a form of almsgiving,

which was seen as a moral purification, and rose during the

night to make vigils, during which they recited the Qu'ran.

This practice probably derived from the night vigils made by

the Christian monks of the Syrian desert, who  used to rise

in the small hours to recite the psalms." )57(  

LLZrV)›âV(äœ‘zíZ]Š¶»¿ZCc�ZyÅgzqãz
ZÜ¹0ÀÏ»!̄åZzgz{gZ]Ã„Š]ÆaYMT~z{

ŒÛMyœÅˆz]™DXgZ]Ã„Š]ÆaYu»¿¸„
ZrVä�áxÆ|ðgZÖVÐ5åX�gZ]ÆÔPZg
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ÆlkFZâVÅˆz]ÆaYM¸Xóó
ª›âV»gZ]ÆÔPÒ„Š])z(ÆnYkÜs|ðgZÖVÅÇ»

: ³åzg:ZsòÑ<~Zk»Ãð¬:åX'×h'MV¼�ZÆjZáÐr—ì
"Muhammad had adopted the Jewish-Christian idea that

only those  who professed the true faith could be saved" )67(

LL|]·~ä·Šz»gò»to{ZC1å�»ïZZy»
ZŒÛZg™äzZá„#b0NÐXóó

: ZÏñçq6z{'×hgBZiì
"From the Qu'ran it appears that most of the early Criticisms

centred round the notion of the Last Judgement, which

Muhammad had  taken f rom the Jewish-Chris t ian

Tradition." )77(

LLŒÛMyÆÒyÐªCÙƒ@ì�oÒMy]6F)æW6(
Z’ZðWó|]·~ä·Šz»gòÅgzZeÐZ~Å¶Xóó
qgz!ÑZ½‚]~rÆìÑ]7"ÆˆZ0Zi{ƒ@ì�ZkÅgZñ~

|]·~ä·Š-VÅpÛŠ~Æ”wÆa›âVÃZyÅèIgÎâ]ÆZnq»
¬ŠcZzgZy„ŠZ]»Z̀ZYz9ö0ZÅ:ö XWÆ¬Ð7É)„CÙ(Ñ™*~ÅfZCpZé6H

: ZkgZñÅgzÝ~qgzfsï]‚tMD�  ŠX
|]·~äæÜMæÆˆúi-ÅZ½¦„Š]»M¸ió·Š-VÆ-x9 1D
Å„Š]ÅZnq~HåX
ŠyÆz‰~ó›âVÃúizVÅZŠZ5»¬Ì·Š-VÅ§i„Š]ÐMWƒ™ 2D
ŠcŠX
gZ]ÆÔP„Š]ÆaYu)z(»§iÔ|ðgZÖVÅÇ~ÑzqH 3D
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ŠX
oïMy]»¦g·Šz»gòÆ�ZÐZ~HŠX 4D

-x¬Øg{»gzi{Ô·Š-VÅpÛŠ~Æ”wÆaÑzqHŠX 5D
·Š-VÅpÛŠ~Æ”wÆa„ÔZIÂ[ÅpgZuZzgpZ&ÅÔ»¬Šc 6D
ŠX

!{3ªî EOEÅÃ§]ÆqgY]»-Ŷ{hÆˆëZk³6ã��ZyÓx
�Ûz*Z¤VÅzz$¨45é GGGES!{3ªî EOEÆf‚~Ën»)Åg~(èIƒ7É¼ŠvúZï�X

}
!{3ªî EOEÅ²!i!yzZŠ[ZzgŠvExZsðÐ)šzZô(°xzZ/X 1D
!{3ªî EOEÅ)²!i!yÐ*£ƒäÅ¯6(Zsò@gõZzgugÆãŠ~–~J 2D
'Z{gZ„°xg‚ðX

¬ŠzâVúZïÅñ�ŠÏ~!{3ªî EOE»)!3¨å GGO}à:Æ’k™Š{(Uâ~–~Ð 3D
Z.Š{X

ŠâYà:ÆZ°gzWgZÅcz~X 4D
‰@g]zZu]ÆÒy~jZ!Y]Å°xŠø! 5D

Zy�Ûz¦Z¤VÅ¶0„Æ‚B‚BëZk!]»Ì'5Z‹Zs™D��Zsò
rŠgÅãŠ~i!y²!Ð*£ƒäÆ!z�ŠÔUâ~–~»ZEw™DƒñZkŠgYì
ZzgµZ0Zi~Zsò@gõZzg§]gÎw~Ã7™*ZLîg6Zqd»g*)ìX

qÝc
Zå,œ~ÅŠ*Æp+u(Ï©*óÆÚø~èˆZyÃ§]~!{3ªî EOE

äZ•ðŠgŠq~ZzgïmÆ‚BZ̧Zx¬Ý~!bgzZŠZg~ZzgZ~xzƒÆ”wÆa
k?ÎZÅ)åEZ<ØÅ¢zg]zZÌ6izgŠcìXZIf[Zzg›âVÆŠgxy0ðYäzZà
o�Û]ÅUÃ0UÆaÂiÆK~!{3ªî EOEÅgZñìX

We must also realize that  we cannot, for example,

fight this new kind of warfare with the weapons and
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ideology of the cold war. We need new solutions for

our unprecedented situation, and can learn much

from the Prophet's restraint. But above all, we can

learn from Muhmmad how to make peace. ( 87 )

LL…Zˆkƒ*ec�ë5§bÅkÔuŠkÆiâä
zZáÏgzVZzgÃc]Ð)©ƒ™(7±MÔ…Zk

ÂZzg"uZâ¿ßg�wÐÖÆa6iˆl™*
ƒVÐZzgZkK~ëgÎw0u~ÅZôoI~Ågzl

Ð¹¼JM�ZzgƒÐ(|™ë|]·~Å
Zð‡ì™äÅÃ@VÐgZÉðqÝ™M�óóX

PyÆ`ÃÆ_.iâ:IZiZsx²[ÆÇYq~ñ�Šõz¾zgÔ¢Š64Ô
çÙ·z]ZzgTÅÑ_ZmåÜ"Ñg�ZŠZgW`ÆŠzg~Ì:Üsf[É

ZÏçÑCZzo~˜tÅ¯6Pyt?m7™C  X )97( ZsòŠ*~$gzZ?ñ�Š{�
ì�iâ:YqÆ²[çÑ}ÃZÜ¹zèI¹VÐï%ÆaTŠZøzù]Ð
»x1ŠåÔn„ÆŠ;ä69~W`Å6Zn{Zzg%æFNZ_gŠ*Æ)bÆiÆaÌZÏ
fZ]ZŠkÅÕZ�ÛzigZÉðÅ¢zg]ìXZk+ZzgZëÑÆaZsxZzg9Zsx
»YìÔ¬xûZzgµ¬gsf!Š*Æ‚t7HYñZzgZyÆ$åO'Z:hVÅµ~
»g�Ûâ¬zrÔÆZuZgzgñiÐW’qÝÅYñX'×h'WVPy!g!gtñ�ŠCÙZCì

�ZAòèZ<ØÆcz»gzV~0ñYäzZáèIƒzo�Û]Æ{8Æn¢zg~
ì�-g8Z̧ZxÆZg![Z(gZ•I~ZzgŠc¤Š~Æ{8Æ*x6øzxz¤x›
Z̧ZxÆaƒzZëZŠZzgzùz''e»!iZg¤x™äÅOñZ7)z~ŠgzŠïƒñ

Zke~ZkäZIf[Æ*xt�xŠcìX )08( !bk?ÅgÌlÃZCN
If we are to do better in the twenty-first christian
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century, western people must learn to understand the

muslims with whom they share the planet. They must

learn to respect and appreciate their faith, their

needs, their anger, and their aspirations. And there

can be no better place to start this essential process

than with a more accurate knowledge of the life of

the Prophet Muhammad, whose special genius and

wisdom can illuminate these dark and frightening

times.( 18 )

LLZ¤ZIf[Zå,œ~{~~ÃðZY»x™*eT�
ÂZ7ZIZsxÃ'ecXÆ‚Bz{Zk™{Zgn6
gT�XZIf[Ã›âVÆ�ZÔZyÅ¢zgc]Zzg§z

×»:Üsìw™*ecÉZyÅpZ÷]»ÌZ�Zx™*
ecXZk‚g}§i¿ÃZ(g™äÆaƒÐ4+
gZ3�)ZIf[(Z(g™M�z{tì�z{›âVÆ

9|]·~Å§]Ig�»icŠ{R_·™,XXÅ
"C{f;-ZzgÕz�ÛZ„ZkŠzgÌ~gZƒVÃÝ
$ËìXóó

|ðf!Z̧ZxZzgZIZsxÆŠgxyÚîZzgÒÆqï©]Åîs@gõÆˆË
f!e°Å§sÐ9ZsxÅ"3ðEEO]Ã:ÜsCt™*Éñ�Š{ŠzgÆ6Z_g(Ï
zèI)bÆiÆaZyÅŠZøzUÐgZÉðÆ”w»tg{Šb›|ðŠ*Æ

©]~ûzZ~xÅc‡ì™äÅ§sZqZë7gÄìXïZzg*»°¥â]Å
zzÐZIf[Æf~V6YcƒZZsxŠ#»½gÔ5wZIDÆWiZŠZ:Zzgczèï
z_·ÅgzÝ~gCgCÀg;ìXÍ�PyÅt>]§]Zke~!glÆ¬
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X ZkK~Zg![DzïÅ}#Ö~P\g�á]ẑzm7}#Ö�
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