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ETHICAL & SOCIAL VIEW POINT OF SHAH WALIULLAH
IN CONTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVE

Shah Waliullah Dehlvi is an eminent Muslim scholar of eighteenth century.
His distinction was that he reflected over the Islamic system and applied it upon the
modemrn age. He proved that the teachings of Islam cover not only faith, beliefs and
rituals of worship but also rule all the aspects of social and moral values of a
Muslim. He proved with profound arguments that these fundamental principles
prevail and govern the Muslim society and its ethics.

Shah Waliullah had a broad vision and a versatile approach towards the
differert aspects of political, moral and social behaviors. The most important thing
about his contributions is that his views are widely accepted and welcomed by the
scholars who came after him.
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"We have no hesitation to say that the scholars today, while
diagnosing and suggesting therapeutic measures, certainly refer to social
values, but in this respect one is susceptible to believe that the idea of
values or social norms is not clear to the western scholars. At times, the
definitions of social values as given by them are at best dichotomous and

contradictory." (")
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"This conception has a number of pleasing features. It
immediately solves the old problem about the subjectivity/objectivity
of ethics. According to this theory, ethics is not merely a matter of
personal feelings or social custom. Whether something is right or
wrohg is a perfectly objective matter: it is right if God commands it,
wrong if God forbids it. Moreover, this Divine Command Theory

suggests an answer to the perennial question of why anyone should

bother with morality. Why not just look out for one's own
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interests? If immorality is the violation of God's commandments

there is an easy answer on the day of final reckoning, you will be

held accountable. ("
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