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Abstract:

“Enlightenment is one of the modern concepts of
the west. It started as a movement in 17th century
as a result of renaissence. Basically, it was a
movement of thoughts related to reason & religion
and its main objective was positive and realistic
thinking, contrary to that of old Catholic Church.
But with the passage of time, this movement was
shifted to anti-religion due to severe anger against
Pope. Apposing the Church, the Protestents
apposed the actual spirit of religion and thus
enlightenment turned into secular one and liberal
beyond limits.

Islam, being the religion of Nature, lays great
stress on seeking knowledge as maximum possible
so that one can be enlightened and broadminded to
see and understand the things in right perspective.
So realistically speaking, Islam is the oldest
champion of enlightenment. But Islamic concept of
enlightenment is quite different from that of
western concept. Islam is the religion, which
promotes humanbeing by developing spiritual and
moral human values.

The following article is a comparative research
analysis in the perspective of western concept of
enlightenment in the light of Islamic point of view."
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"The Enlgihtenment was a movement of thoughts and
beliefs concerned with the intellectual concepts for
God, reason and man that claimed wide assent among
European intellctuals in 17th and 18th centuries.
Although diverse in emphasis and interests of
enlightenment attacked the established ways of
European life and its connection that right reason

would discover useful knowledge aspire to the
conquest of man's happiness, through freedom"(V)
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"The Enlightenment is a name given by historians to an
intellectual movement that was predominent in the
Western world during the 18th century, strongly
influenced by the rise of modern science that followed
the reformation. The thinkers of Enlightenment were
committed to secular views based on reason or human
understanding only. Which they hoped would provide a

basis for beneficial changes affecting every area of life
and thought."(s)
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"Unfortunately, western culture borrowed the tools of

nature by gaining power over the forces of nature but
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failed to cross material boundries and recognize what
was beyond matter? How ungrateful are they to the
creator and the Lord of the Universe that have gained
power for their benefit from the materical kingdom of
God without recognizing the authority and ownership
of its Rightful owner."®
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"Muhammad found slavery well established in Arabia

when he began to preach the new religion in the first

years of 7th century. His attitude towards it as revealed

in the Quran was similar to that of the christian

churches. He did not condemn slavery but taught that

slaves should be treated with humanity and that the

liberation of a slave was a pious and meritorious

act."®?
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