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ABSTRACT

Hadith (Prophetic Tradition) is classified by experts into a
number of categories from various angles. The very basis of this
classification is the chain (sanad or isndad). One such category of
Hadith is Gharib (strange). It may be defined as hadith reported
by only one reporter at almost all the stages of reporting
including the period of the Prophet’s (s.a.w.) Companions. Like
other categories of solitary hadith (ahdd), gharib may and may
not be reliable, depending on the veracity of the chain of
narrators. One reason that may render gharib hadith as
unreliable is the unknown sources of narrators as available in
the chain of narrators. This article attempts to discuss some
infamous or unknown chains of reporters in reporting gharib

hadith.
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All Praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. And may the Peace and
Blessings of Allah be upon Prophet Muhammed and upon his Family and his
Companions.

“Hadith” is a word of Arabic language which means Statement or Talk. It
is defined as a statement or action of the prophet or a talk/action approved by
them. '

The “Sunnah” refers to the actions, statements and way of life of the Prophet
Muhammad, may the blessing and mercy of God be upon him.

A Hadith is termed Gharib (strangey when only a single narrator is found

reporting it at some stage of the isnad, the said Hadith is also called Fard

(solitaryy.
This is not necessary that any Gharib (strange) Hadith should be weak

Da’ify, because the narrator of such Hadith may make mistake in reporting

and may be right.
The authenticity of Gharib Hadith rather depends on other factors such as:

e The reliability or unreliability of its narrator.

e Whether the teacher ¢sheikh) of the narrator is a renowned authority in
Hadeeth such as al-Zuhree and Qatadah or he is an unrenowned
reporter.

e The nature of the link between narrator and his teacher (sheikh,.

e The nature of Isnad like famous (Mashhury or infamous (Nadir) etc.
Therefore a Gharib Hadith should be studied in the light of these factors to
be declared Ma’lul (defectivey or Sahih.

This paper studies Gharib Hadith in the light of infamous (Nadir)

characteristic of the Isnad.
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