Al-Adwa35:26 (n Faith in Predestination...

Faith in Predestination and Its Philosophy- An Islamic
Perspective
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Human being is the best creature on earth. It entails that there should be a best
position for human being among all the other creatures of the earth as well as
the heavens under the dominion of Allah Almighty (SWT. the God of
Muslims), the Omnipotent. It allows the notion that a complete free-will ought
to be for all the individuals of the humanity in thoughts and actions to use all
the other creatures for its own assistance. The Holy Quran, the basic source of
Islamic knowledge, refers to the fact that a man is created free and independent
to choose his destiny and live his entire life according to his own will and
liberty. Allah (SWT) says in the Holy Quran:
sl o U 3oy dudidl U Gad a0 Ga 5x31 J53)

“And say! The truth is from your Lord. Then whosoever wills, let
him believe, and whosoever wills, let him disbelieve.” ¢!

The emphasis on practical aspect of Islamic ideology is a reference to
the struggle for best future in this life and the hereafter which is authenticated
by the Qur’an and Sunnah, the basic sources of Islam. Faith in predestination is
also accentuated by those very sources as the fundamental belief of Islam. It is
further made clear that the faith in predestination does not curb the
independence of human efforts towards crafting the ultimate goal, though it
seems doing this apparently. Predestination, in Islam, relates to a basic
conception treated as fundamental belief of Islam articulated with the terms of
‘Al-Qadha’, ‘Al-qadr’ or ‘tagdeer’. These Arabic terms are used as alternate
for predestination the root meaning of which is decree, judgement, assessment,
or ultimate destmy ‘Tagdeer’ means to think about how to sort things out. @ A
word ‘al-qadha’ is also used with a/-gadr or as a synonym which means divine
will, with the root meaning decision, decree or judgement. ‘Qadha’ and gadar
are two interwoven terms/ matters which cannot be separated from one
another, because one is foundation and principle while the other is its structure.
It refers to believe in a Divine document written and preserved by Allah
Almighty (SWT) before the creation of this universe. All the things to be
happened in this universe from its creation to the last day of eternity were
already written in that preserved tablet called al-lauh al-mahfooz (the well-
guarded tablet). Hence, according to the belief in predestination, all the things
are happening in this universe exactly in connection with those predestined
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conclusions written in al-lauh al-mahfooz (the well-guarded tablet). As a
technical Islamic term gadar (Predestination) refers to Allah’s eternal
knowledge written in that document called al-lauk al-mahfooz (the_well-
guarded tablet) about all His creatures that He created in accordance with that
knowledge, and about everything that was going to happen for the rest of
eternity. It means that all the things to be happened are already decided by the
Creator of this universe. The Holy Quran clearly mentions the fact in many
places as follows:
(bsiks 230 5 L §T35 35 o)
“Nay! This is a Glorious' Qur’an, (Inscribed) in al-lauh al-mahfooz
(the preserved tablet).”®
It is further declared that the knowledge of Allah (SWT) is all encompassing.
He equally knows each and every single thing or incident with out any
difference of past, present or future. All His knowledge is preserved in the
. book called al-lauh al-mahfooz (the preserved tablet). In Quranic words:
0! olis 3 &l &) @iy sladal b L pl dor 4 ales a0
Guo o e ags
"Know you not that Allah knows all that is in the heaven and on the
carth? Verily, it is (all) in the book (al-lauh al-mahfooz). Verily, that
is easy for Allah.”®
The Holy Quran itself regarded as words of Allah (SWT) preserved in
the same book (al-lauh al-mahfooz). The Holy Quran says:
(s Aed Unid ol Al 5 By
“And verily, it (this Qur’an) is in the mother of book (al-lauh al-
mahfooz) with us, indeed exalted, full of wisdom.”®

Two more verses are quoted here which reveal the fact that all human
actions are already recorded as predestination. All that comes into being or
happens anywhere from any person is exactly the same as recorded in the
‘book’. g

(g plof o bULRsT . d J53)
“...and all things we have recorded with numbers (as arecord) in a
clear book.”® Asiels -
(eide G5 b gshis uliss,shiiy)
“By the Toor (Mount) and by the book inscribed, in parchment
unrolled.” ?

According to the Holy Prophet (SAW) all the decisions about human
beings had been written as tagdeer (predestination) in al-lauh al-mahfooz (the
preserved tablet) fifty thousand years before the creation of this universe. Asa
tradition reported by Muslim, a most authentic book of Hadith (the second
basic source of Islamic knowledge):
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Abdullah bin Amr bin al Aas said: 1 heard the Messenger of Allah says:
“Allah wrote the decrees of His creation fifty thousand years before He
created the heavens and earth, and He said: His throne was above the
water,”®

It is further reported from the Holy Messenger (SAW) that the very
first thing created in this universe was pen so that the decrees and fate of the
human being would be written first of all. It is reported by Tirmidhi as
follows: Ubaidah ibn as-Saamit said that The Messenger of Allah said:”The
first thing that Allah created was the pen. He (Allah) said, Write! It said, what
shall I write? He said: write the decree (al-gadar or predestination) of what has
happened and what is to happen, for all eternity.”®)

Predestination is one of the basic principles and components of Islamic
faith, as faith in Islam has no credibility without this compulsory component. It
is obligatory for each Muslim to believe in qadar (predestination). It is to
believe thoroughly that a document written by Allah (SWT) fifty thousand
years before the creation of universe about everything to be happen until the
rest of the eternity based upon His knowledge and decree. Knowledge of Allah
(SWT) is all-encompassing. He has written and preserved the predestination.
As the Holy Quran says:

“Verily, We have created all things with gadar (predestination/ or
preordainment).”(!9

His decree and will is perfect and irresistible, so all (good or bad)
happens according to His will/ or that written document which is called al-lauk
al-mahfooz (the preserved tablet). Nothing happens, happened or will happen
but in accordance with Allah’s commandments preserved as the decrees of
human being. The Holy Quran talks about as follows:

(Hogain 1545 Lo jai §LEy)
“...And ever is the command of Allah a destiny decreed.”'!

All the actions and matters done or completed here are planned and

accomplished earlier as the predestined matters. As stated in the Holy Quran:
(Dsria g5 1501 U0 galiny 403)
“...But (it was) so that Allah might accomplish a matter already destined.”(!?

The faith in predestination also means an absolute precision by Allah
(SWT) in all His decreed commandments and assessments preserved in -lquh
al-mahfooz (the preserved tablet) as well as the happenings of all times world.
It is stated in the Holy Quran: ; e
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“...He has created everything and has measured/ assessed/ determined
it with precise measurement/ assessment/ determination.” ¢'*

It is part of the faith in predestination that there should be firm belief in
all attributes of Allah (SWT) and specifically feeling obliged and graced by
Him through giving a proportionate and balanced predestination.

{54 J.I_i Ls.l_H_g ¢ s Gls gs.l._il U.Lsi_ll A5) pdl a_;.w)

“Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High, Who created—and
proportioned, and Who destined and (then) guided.” ¥
The Holy Prophet (SAW) himself explained that the faith in
predestination means to have a firm belief in all good and bad is by Him
Almighty. Umar bin Khattab described when Jibreel (Gabriel) questioned the
Prophet Muhammad (SAW)) about eeman (belief), he said: “It (eeman) is to
believe in Allah, His angels, His books, His Messengers, and to believe in

_ divine destiny (gadar) both the good and the evil thereof. ">

This faith in predestination creates complications and confusions in
human mind. Predestination would mean that all the results of human actions
and deeds are prefixed and human efforts cannot be able to alter its destiny
from that is already written and preserved. Everything happening or to be
happen is pre-decreed, and pre-destined, already written. The conceptions of
reward and torment, and the struggle for righteous deeds would become
meaningless, if faith in predestination denotes a fixed end of all human beings.
The omnipotence of Allah (SWT) also denotes that the man can do nothing
before the will of Him. His will, decree and power is absolute, perfect and
irresistible. The issue becomes more confused when human freedom of doing
what he wills is also emphasized in Islam. Creation of man with his free-will
remains a question. Was man created with free will? Is human being free to do
or will? If it is, how can the collision with omnipotence of Allah (SWT) and
faith in predestination written by him be removed. No doubt the omnipotence

of Allah (SWT) means that He is Omnipotent, Omniscient, Almighty, and

Absolutely Powerful to do as He wills as revealed in Quran in many places.
(Lale uq.uJS_:LL:-l 1 4o ui_, _)_,J_! nv..u,j.SU.Ls Y UI)
“Surely, Allah has the (absolute) power over all thmgs and Allah has
- covered all the things through His knowledge. 2 e i T
(L Lo oLs o U' 40 Lm.._tul (Y] O+ WS L))
“But you cannot will, unless Allah wills. Indeed Allah is all-knowing,
all-wise.”
(GudLd &) Ao s §i L) Dy A5 tag)
“And you cannot will unless (it be) that Allah'wills....” 19
daxin ey padl s4da0 L ) ‘L %
..If your Lord had so willed, they would not have done it...,” a9
(oasad s 49 Q5% o thad 515 |a3 b3l LA.)!)
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“Verily, His Command, when He intends a thing, is only that He says
to it, “Be!” and it is.” *°
(Gl Melahyethn da sapn i G533 a3l (o glgs0L d5p)
“You cannot guide those you love; rather Allah gu1des those He wills™@)
(pedldl bilje e ddass Ui oy duss Qo1 Lo ja)
“Allah sends astra?f whom He wills and He guides on straight path
whom He wills.”??

This omnipotence of Allah (SWT) and His absolute will does not curb
the human freedom which is also accentuated by Islam in its place. Human
Free-will would better be understood in accordance with the predestination
faith. The Holy Quran asserts about human freedom too undoubtedly as
fullows == aas il S ey o ; ; 3

(a0 s Ll 43y oadddd o Lh (b pSO) G a1 J3))
“And say! The truth is from your Lord. Then whosoever wills, let him
believe, and whosoever wills, let him disbelieve.”*”
(u_!.:l.a_‘l._ii ? !_L_l..LA 3)
“And We have shown him the two ways (of good and evil). BCed)
138 afy 155U Ly Juadd UL L)

“Verilyy, We showed him the way, whether he be grateful or
ungrateful.” 2%)

(i of pldo v Ga)
“To whomsoever among you who wills to walk straight

Position of human free will in presence of Allah’s absolute &
irresistible Will and power create ambiguity and confusion. Question stays
there how can human free-will work in existence of Allah’s absolute &
irresistible Will. Wisdom of reward or torment turns out to be vague if notion
of human complete freedom does not work. To answer the raised questions and
remove the confusions four main aspects of the issue should be kept in mind
simultaneously but to be analyzed separately at different levels.

1. Philosophy of Human Test
According to Qur’an, human life is a test. All men and women are being
examined durmg each and ,every moment of life.
).:_;.a_ll sy Uae gasl Ps_‘,i pS_,.Lu_l PLadly daadl G gidi)
(3 mii
“(That is Allah) who has created death and life so that He may test you
which of you is best in deed.” *”)

(Uae Gasl pedl phalidgilog il Jdeudes )
“Verily, we have made that which is on earth as an adornment for it, in
order that We may test them (mankind) as to which of them are best in
deeds.” ®®

This impulse of the ‘test’ requires free will of all individuals so that
they could make their own struggle to achieve goal of success. So everybody
has free-will but free-will is limited and bestowed, not absolute and personal.

» (26)
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Limits of free will are different, so the level of test is also different among all
individuals.
2. Description of Allah’s Attributes

Allah (SWT) is Omnipotent, Omniscient, Almighty, and Absolutely
Powerful to do as He wills. This is only a way of description of His attributes
and description does not necessarily mean practice of powers. Hence the
description and practising the power are two different things. Allah (SWT) has
described all his attributes in Quran but he has also revealed that they are not
brought into practice in every situation without any discipline or rule. Allah
(SWT) Practices His powers according to His unchangeable Law that
mentioned in Qur’an:

Clsas d Luy 15 40 Lus A1 iy i ols)
“You would not found any change in His Law (Sunnah).” ¥
3. Nature of Predestination ; fil.al

Actually, the predestination is only the all-encompassing knowledge of
Allah almighty that is written in the ‘preserved tablet’. It is due to the
perfection of the Knowledge of Allah (SWT) that all happens exactly
according to it. His knowledge is so sure, exact and perfect that He knows all
the things before their taking place. His Knowledge does not intrude human
actions. The Predestination could also be regarded as the pre-estimation as
qadar also means guess or assessment, but a perfect and exact one. Human
guess or assessment can be proved wrong but Allah Almighty’s guess is exact
and perfect. We may also understand the Predestination as having flexibility or
options in its nature. Because it is one of Allah’s secrets which no one except
He knows that what is the nature of predestination is, but it reflects from the
basic sources of Islamic knowledge that there could be some options or ways
out given in the fixed written decrees of the men.

(U1 BT il ddhy Tl L L) 140y
Qur’an says: “Allah blots out what He wills and confirms (what He
wills), and with Him is the Mother of Book.” *°
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:

(Laz) daidd o031 3 O Ladsg By U Rad i asl a)
“Whoever would like his provisions to be increased and his life to be
prolonged, let him uphold the ties of kinship.” *

It is also assured in the traditions of the Holy Prophet (SAW) that true
supplication averts the man from (bad) decree. The conception of two levels
of human freedom in doing the things up to one’s own will could also resolve
the issue. All individuals are free at creational, constitutional or general level
to choose their own way of choice based upon creational preordainment. But
another level, may be called legal level appears there when one accepts to
embrace Islam as a comprehensive legal system based upon Divine legal
Commandments. At this level, actually open ways become prohibited by
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Divine Law and could not be passed through even having the physical ability
to go there under the Divine legal commandments. Just like a car driver who
stops at the traffic signals even in existence of physical power to cross the
signal without any physical resistance. He proves to be responsible for
avoiding himself and the others too from any sort of collision in case of legally
wrong crossing. Similarly, Islamic legal system upgrades the men as
responsible personalities obeying the law of Divine commandments to save
them from all kinds of destruction and to achieve the ultimate success in this
life and the hereafter. Hence, the issue of faith in predestination can be
concluded that it generates responsibility. Free will becomes binding &
responsibility due to concept of ‘test’ and accountability in Islamic legal
system. Complete submission to The Lord Almighty is the only resolution of
the issue for submissive human nature. Constitutionally free and legally bound
mankind, should submit their self to their Lord for achievement of eternal
success.
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